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Conference Committees:
* How do they work?

* When do they meet?
* How do | find them?

* What now?!



Conference>

Unclear
Lots of activity ‘

It's been a long
session

If you’ve made it to Conference, you’ve come quite a way in the “bill to law” process.
Most bills never reach this point!
* The Conference process can appear Unclear to the public.

* There’s lots of Activity and it’s often challenging to figure out who/what/where/how
to focus energies.

* Comes at the end of a long session —everyone may be Tired, but this is a crucial
phase of the process.
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It’s this complicated looking part of the process that we’re focusing on with Conference.
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Here’s a reminder of what a bill needs
to go through to become a law...

v'Pass through all committees (hearings) the House and

Senate have referred it to

and

v'Pass three readings (votes) in each chamber (all

members)

and

v'Have exact wording agreed to by House and Senate

and

v'Be signed or allowed to come into law by Governor, or

House and Senate successfully overrides his veto.
T ————

Here’s a reminder of what a bill needs to go through to become a law....

* A bill must have made it through all the committees it was referred to (which is
when the public got to offer testimony at hearings) and passed three readings (or
votes) on the floor of both the House and the Senate.

* Now we’re to the third item on this list — agreeing on the exact wording of the bill
that will go off to the Governor.



Have both House and Senate agree on
exact wording

... now this isn't even an issue if
the non-originating chamber did
not make any changes ...

Agreeing on the exact wording...
* Now thisisn’t even an issue if the non-originating chamber did not make any
changes...



But most bills have been changed...

It is likely for bills to pass second
crossover with amendments (changes)
Last session 94% of bills
passed second crossover with
amendments.

Let’s look at some statistics! In 2025...

Of the 451 amended bills...

= 405 bills entered conference
« 248 bills had drafts agreed upon in conference
« 38 bills were accepted as amended

It is the usual choice for legislators to

send bills to conference!

But at this point, most bills have been changed.
* For example, in 2025, 94% of the bills that passed Second Crossover were changed
and only 6% were not changed in the non-originating chamber.



e |
And - almost always - those
changes are not “Agreed to” by
the originating chamber...

2025- Only 8% agreed to

Part (8%)

Remainder (92%)

And- almost always- those changes are not “agreed to” by the originating chamber.

* Of bills passing Second Crossover with changes in 2025, 92% had the changes
“disagreed to.”

* Only 8% were “agreed to.”



Instead, the originating chamber chooses
to “disagree” with the changes made...

* Instead, the originating chamber chooses to “disagree” with the changes.



Which means that bill is eligible to
go to Conference

If the originating chamber disagrees with the changes made by the non-originating
chamber, the bill goes to conference.



Bills Passed
By The Legislature

8

WITH SENATE DRAFTS

277

WITH HOUSE DRAFTS

305

Here is a snap shop for this year.

House Bills

UNAMENDED

5

UNAMENDED

3

Senate Bills

10
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Why Conference?

When the Senate and House pass different versions of a
bill, it poses a problem: only one version can go off to
the Governor for consideration.

As a result, unless the originating chamber
agrees to the other's version, the bill moves
into the conference committee process.

Why Conference?

When the Senate and House pass different versions of a bill, it poses a problem: only
one version can go off to the Governor for consideration.
As a result, unless the originating chamber agrees to the other's version, the bill

moves into the conference committee process.
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What is a Conference Committee?

For each bill that reaches this stage, conference committees may
be formed with members appointed from each chamber

HB1866 HD2
... SD2

MEMBERS OF @ @ MEMBERS OF
THE HOUSE THE SENATE

\\iéx\ @é//

What is a Conference Committee?
* For each bill that reaches this stage, conference committees (one for the House, one
for the Senate) may be formed with members appointed from each chamber.



-
Not guaranteed...

« Some bills reach this point, and the conferees for
one or the other chamber are not appointed

e Then, the bill dies unless something extraordinary
happens

- If previous conferees were “discharged,’ new ones
must be named (usually happens in the 2" year)

Not guaranteed...

* Some bills reach this point, and the conferees for one or the other chamber are not
appointed.

* Then, the bill dies unless something extraordinary happens.

* If previous conferees were “discharged,” new ones must be named.
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Hawaii State Legislature
© Heip.
LEGISLATURE ~ PARTICIPATE - LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP &INFO ~
HBI886 HD2SD2 o (NG R Al Versns o e ecmre
Moasure Title:  RELATING TO GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS. L2883 502 )
uIEss_HDo o
ReportTitle:  Law Enforcement State and County Law Enforcement; Federal Law HBI886_SDI b}
Enforcement; State and Federal Collaboration; Visile Identification He1988_HO n
Facial Coverings; €riminal Offenses HeIBes o)
Description: limiting state and T
purposes of immigration enforcement operations. Establishes
g HEIBES WDI WSCRA25-25 b
enforcement officers. Establishes criminal offenses for improper facial w
immigration arrest o detention. Effoctive 7/1/2055. (s02) [P— e
Companion:
Testimony
Package: None
HEIEB5_TESTIMONY_ECD_02-06-26
Current psEIG, JOC HEIBBS_HDI_TESTIMONY _JHA_02-25-26,
Reforrai: HBIBSS DD TESTIMONY PSM-HG_03-23-
26
Introducer(s):  TARNAS, AMATO, BELATTI, EVSLIN, GARRETT, GRANDINETT, ILAGAN, MEI885 SDI TESTIMONY JOC 04-07-26
IWAMOTO, KUSCH, LA CHICA, LEE, M. LOWEN, MARTEN, MIVAKE, OLDS,
T e
e 2f08/28 8304 Agenda
Measure Status History Sort by Date 423 VIA VIDEOCONFERENGE il
Date Chamber Status Text a 22520 2000 Agenda
25 VA VIDECCONFERENCE  walD
aff2026 5 Received natice of disagreement (Hse. Com. No. 760).
3/23/26 3:00P ‘Agenda
Psm/ec
R W House disogrees with Senate amendment (<) CROIB4 Vidaocanterence Wil
T = 0 o 4f07/25 10358 Agenda
Returned from Senate (Sen. Com. No. 635) in amended form
ahaf2028 H CROIB& Vidsoconlerencs  wilD)

(sp2).

Let’s look at an example of a bill heading to conference this year, HB 1886. It returned
to the House in Senate Draft (SD) 2 form and the House disagreed with the
amendments made by the Senate.



HB 1866 HD2

e H.B. NO.

evezable HB 1866 SD2

invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions
of this Act are severable

SECTION 5. This Act does not affect rights and duties that

begun before its effective date.

1

2

3

4 matured, penalties that were incurred, and proceedings that were
5

6 SECTION 6. MNew statutory material is underscored.

1

SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2055:

When the House sent the bill to the Senate the effective date of the bill was July 1,
3000. When the bill returned to the House, the effective date of the bill was July 1,
2055. The House had to disagree because the bill has another defective date.



Who are the conferees>

- appointed by leadership
« chairs = usually the subject matter chairs
(typically the bill's first committee referrals)

« “managers” or “conferees” - numbers vary

Who are the conferees?

Members are often called “managers” or “conferees.” The numbers vary.
Members of both chambers are appointed by the Senate President and the House
Speaker. (Minority leadership may be consulted for minority appointments.)

The House and Senate Chairs of the conference committee are usually the subject
matter committee chairs for a given measure (typically the bill's first committee
referrals).

You can frequently find more than one Chair for a measure depending on the
referral, or you may even find a Vice-Chair heading-up a Conference Committee.
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Reported from ECD (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 426-28) as amended
2/18/2026 H in HD |, recommending passage on Second Reading and
referral to JHA.

The committee on ECD recommend that the measur

2/8f20 H Representative(s) llagan, Hussey, Holt, Tam,
Yamashita; Ayes with reservations: Repradentative(s) Gedeon;

Noes: none; and Excused: none.

il scheduled to be heard by ECD on Friday, 02-06-26 8:30AM
2/2/2026 H
in Hol conference roop 423 VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE.
1/26 /2026 H Rreferred to ECD, JHAf{efern:lI sheet 2
1/26/2026 H Introduced and Pass First Reading.
1/23/2026 H Pending introduction.

§ = Senate | H = House | D = Data Systems | § = Appropriation measure | ConAm =

Constitutional Amendment

Some of the above items require Adobe Acrobat Reader. Flease visit Adobe's download

page for detailed instructions.

Let's look at our example, HB 1866 SD2. In the House, the bill went through the
Committee on Economic Development and Technology First first, then through the
Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs.



The committee(s) on PSM recommend(s) that the measure be

PASSED, WITH AMENDMENTS. The votes in PSM were as follows: 3
3/23/2026 s Aye(s): senator(s) Fukunaga, Lee, C., Hashimoto; Aye(s) with

reservations: none ; 1 No(es): Senator(s) DeCorte; and 1

Excused: Senator(s) Inouye.

The committee(s) on EIG recommend(s) that the measur

3/23/2026 S e(s): Senator(s) Wakai, Chang; Aye(s) with res:

0 Exclged: none.

The commRittee(s) on PSM/EIG has s¢heduled a public hearing

3/16/2026 s
on 03-23-28\3:00PM; Conferengé Room 016 & Videoconference.
X r'd
3/12/2026 s Referred to PSM/EIG, JDC.
3)12/2026 s Passed First Reading.
3/12/2026 S Received from House (Hse. Com. No. 311).

In the Senate, it went through the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs,
and Energy and Intergovernmental Affairs, then the Committee on Judiciary.



ECD House Committee on

= Economic Development & Technology
JHA House Committee on
e Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

PSM Senate Committee on

— Public Safety and Military Affairs

£l Senate Committee on

E— Energy and Intergovernmental Affairs

Senate Committee on
JDC -
—— Judiciary
e

So, when we’re looking at who the probable conference chairs will be, we can assume
they will be the chairs of those committees (or whomever from those committees that
are designated the chair).

19
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Two committees

*We speak of “the conference committee for HB
1866 SD2" but it's easier to think of it as two
committees...

the Senate conference committee for HB1866 and
the House conference committee for HB1866

*They meet to discuss, confer, and make
decisions - but the votes are taken separately,
and each committee must meet its chamber’s
quorum requirements

Two committees...

* We speak of “the conference committee for HB 1866 SD2” but we’re talking about
two committees: the Senate conference committee on SB344 and the House
conference committee on HB 1866 SD2.

* They meet to discuss, confer and make decisions- but the votes are taken
separately, and each committee must meet its chamber’s quorum requirements.

20
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Conference Procedures

Calendars and Deadiines | House and Senate | Senate | House of

Calendars and Deadlines

HAWALL STATE LEGISLATURE
Ka Aha Olelo Moku'Bna ‘0 Hawal

-

P

3 L!s:suml!. REGULAR mo- 0F2026
INT HOUSE and SENA

COMMITTEES ON COMFERENCE PROCEDURES

The Senate and e House have agreed 1 the fulowing pecal procedures for i 2026 Regulr

Session Commitees on Corference. These Corference procesures shall be efective from B:00
a.m. on Monday, April 20, 2026, until 11:59 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2026.
1. Pefinitions.

For puposes of these procedres:

“Chairs” refers to all of the designated chairs and co-chairs of a Conforence Committee
“Conference Commitiee” refers to the conference of the House Commitiee and the Senate
Commmitter avgrnd Sy this respetine cramber (6 resoree the difrent s between the Hose
chan! e st of th e s e Sametn Cominn kb et
first on the Action Sheets, & provided by the respective char

“Lead committes Staff refers to the Staff of the lead chair from the chamber from which the

The procedures for conference committees can be found on the PAR website from the
current legislature tab.

21



Procedures

*24-hours notice given for 15t meeting;
subsequently, can just announce
reconvene times and locations.

- Votes are taken separately (i.e., House
conferees vote amongst themselves, Senate
conferees amongst themselves).

« Rules specify quorum
needed for convening

VOTE and decision making.

Legislators may serve on numerous committees and scheduling votes can be a
challenge for legislative staff.
Procedures:

24-hours notice given for 15t meeting; subsequently, they can just announce
reconvene times and locations.

Votes are taken separately (i.e., House conferees vote amongst themselves, Senate
conferees amongst themselves).

Rules specify quorum needed for convening and decision making.

22



Procedures 2

 Originating chamber’s subject committee chair =

usually the originating chamber’s lead chair, and
responsible for scheduling the meetings

Procedures:

Originating chamber’s subject committee chair is usually the originating
chamber’s lead chair, and responsible for scheduling the meetings.

Usually, the lead chairs are the only ones who speak at the meetings.

23



Procedures 3

*No new subject matter should be inserted
[except for the budget bills (Executive,
Judiciary and Office of Hawaiian Affairs)]

*Not allowed to merge two or more distinct but
related measures into one encompassing
measure

Procedures:

No new subject matter should be inserted [except for the budget bills (Executive,
Judiciary and Office of Hawaiian Affairs)]

Not allowed to merge two or more distinct but related measures into one
encompassing measure

24
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A Note re: Fiscal ($) Bills

* Bills with fiscal implications must get approval
by money chairs.

This means that even if you've got loads of
support from the other conferees, the fate of
your bill - and whether or not it comes out of
conference - may not be known until the
evening of the Final Decking deadline for fiscal
bills.

A Note regarding Fiscal Bills:

Bills with fiscal implications must get approval by money chairs. This includes all
bills that have a FIN or WAM referral.

This means that even if you’ve got loads of support from the other conferees, the
fate of your bill —and whether it comes out of conference — may not be known until
the evening of the Final Decking deadline for fiscal bills.

25
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Can the public testify>

*No. The opportunity for public testimony was
during the committee hearing process.

* Conference is the time when legislators work
out compromises among themselves.

*The meetings are open to the public (and
streamed and archived on YouTube).

Can the public testify?

* No. The opportunity for public testimony was during the committee hearing process.
* Conference is the time when legislators work out compromises among themselves.
* The meetings are open to the public. All meetings will be streamed and saved on

YouTube.



Should | attend conference
committee meetings?

« Being present allows you to follow any
discussions during the meetings.

« Conference period:
This year, the two weeks between

Monday, April 20, 2026, and
Friday, April 27,2026

Should | attend Conference Committee meetings?
Being present allows you to follow any discussions during the meetings.

It is always good for advocates and/or opponents to be present as a statement of
the bill's importance

27



How can | advocate at this stage?

« Contact the conference members, especially
the conference chairs, and concisely
communicate what aspect of the bill you
believe is a “must have” or an "absolutely not”
to any final version they produce.

« Ask your own Senator or Representative for
assistance in influencing the legislation.

How can | advocate at this stage?

Contact the conference members independently and concisely communicate what
aspect of the bill you believe is a “must have” or an “absolutely not” to any final
version they produce.

Ask your own Senator or Representative for assistance in influencing the legislation.

28



How can | advocate at this
stage?

« Encourage constituents from the conferees'
districts to communicate with their legislators
about the legislation.

« Talk to anyone you've developed a good
relationship with at the Legislature to see if
they can influence the situation!

How can | advocate at this stage?

Encourage constituents from the conferees' districts to communicate with their
legislators about the legislation.

Talk to anyone you’ve developed a good relationship with at the Legislature to see
if they can influence the situation!

29



Following the Action

* Conferees will use “comparison sheets” (comp sheets),
which cite the differences in the language of the two
drafts. Comp sheets are usually not made available to
the public.

* These sheets list the pages and lines of dissimilar
verbiage in the drafts, which the Conferees will then
refer to in their conference meetings.

* This tool is used to confine the efforts of the committee
members to the points that have not been agreed to.

Following the Action:

* Conferees will use ‘comparison sheets’ which cite the differences in the language of
the two drafts.

* These sheets list the pages and lines of dissimilar verbiage in the drafts, which the
Conferees will then refer to in their hearings.

* This tool is used to confine the efforts of the committee members to the points that
have not been agreed to.

30



Sample from a Comparison Sheet...

COMPARISON OF BILLS
H.B. NO. 248, H.D.1,8.D.1
RELATING TO FIREARMS
HOUSE VERSION SENATE VERSION
ion 1, e =T Section 1, page 1, lines 5 - 7:

[with aeapacity et ds-whieh] that are designed | "...magazines with a capacity in excess of [tea] fifteen rounds which are
for or capable of use with a pistol, but are not authorized for use with the pistol | designed for or capable of use with a pistol is..."
by its manufacturer, is..."

5-7: ectis 1, lines 5-7:
(T ion-shatl-not-apply-t ines-originally-d dio-acoept | "This ion shall not apply to magazines originally designed to accept
han ten & more than [ten] fifieen rounds of ammunition which have been modified no
ten-rounds-and-which-are-not-capable-of being readily-restered-e-a-eapacity-of | more than (ten) fificen rounds and which are not capable of being readily
sethn s | restored to a capacity of more than [ten] fifteen rounds.”
Section 3, page L, line 15; tion 3, 1, line 14:

“SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on January 1, 2112." "SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2007."

Here’s a sample from a comparison sheet...

* This tool is used to confine the efforts of the committee members to the points that
have not been agreed to and eliminates the need to compare the drafts of the
measures.
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Hawaii State Legislature

(5 Advanced Search @ Help

PARTICIPATE - LAWS & RESEARCH - HELP & INFO -

LEGISLATURE ~

Where can | stay informed about

conference committee actions?

Ka ‘Aha Kenekoa

Ca p ito I . h awa i i . g ov The Hawai'i State Senate consists of 25

members representing an equal number of
constituent districts across the state.

o

i & [ [

My Legislature Hearings Live & On-Demand Reports & Lists
Submit testimony, track View list of current and Video =
measures, and manage upcoming hearings and View live and on demand

hearing notifications hearing notices videos of committee

hearings and floor sessions

Where can | stay informed about conference committee actions?
* Go to the Reports and Lists button on the Legislature’s website (capitol.hawaii.gov).

It’s the last gray box on the homepage.



Ka Aha'Slelo MokuBina 'O Hawall

TS
My Legislature
Submit testimony, track
measures, and manage
hearing notifications

You can also get to the “Reports and Lists” page by using the drop-down menu under

the “Laws & Research” tab.

Hawal'i State Legislature

#login | [#FRegister

EVENTS -

[4 Advanced Search @ Help

HELP & INFO ~

HAWAI REVISED STATUTES

SESSION LAWS

REPORTS AND LISTS

SPECIAL STUDIES

LEGISLATIVE INFO

BUDGET

GRANT-IN-AID

ARCHIVES

om

vithrinformation, facilities,
m as they engage and
'gislative process.

2026 DOCUMENT INDEX

= ] L)
Hearings Live & On-Demand
View list of current and Video
upcoming hearings and View live and on demand
hearing notices videos of committee

hearings and floor sessions

L

Reports & Lists

Lookup current and past
legislative reports and lists
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Hawai'i State Legislature

o I _

@ Help

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS - PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

—— -
2026~ Reports and Lists

Please note: If you wish to change the yeor for reports, you must select the yeor dropdown before selecting ony other dropdowns of reports

Deadline Tracking

Advise and Consent

Approprigtions Carryover Measures
Commitiee Referrals Senate Carryover Measures for 2026

Conference Commiftee
House Carryover Measures for 2026

Daily Updates
Hearing Nofices Measure Infroduction
Measures by Infroducer tousa Bills with Action Taksn in 2026 Only
2B 2025 and 2026 House Bills Reporl's and
Pending Actlons a
ioncing Conmifies Rapads. | 5208 Dt uith ction Taen o 7076 oty Lists page
Subject Search 2025 and 2026 Senate Bills

Conference Committes

On the Reports and Lists page, click “Conference Committee.”
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You can find all sorts of helpful
information...

* Find all conference meetings for the day...

« Track down legislators based on their conference
assignments...

 Get lists of all measures in conferences and their current
status...

You can find all sorts of helpful information...

* Find all conference meetings for the day...

* Track down legislators based on their conference assignments...

* Get lists of all measures in conferences and their current status...

You'll also find a list of room assignments there, arranged according to subject matter
committees.
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Hawai'i State Legislature

(2 Advanced Search @ Help

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

Reports and Lists

Please note: f you wish to change the year for reports, you must select the year dropdown before selecting any other dropdowns or reports.

Deadline Tracking Conference Committee

Advise and Consent

Conference Nofices

s
All Conference Notices

Committee Referrals
Today's Conference Notices

Past Conference atices

Daily Updates Future Conference Notices

Hearing Nofices Action Sheets.

Measures by Introducer
Action on Senate Measures with House Drafts

MegsiesiayRockage Action on House Measures with Senate Drafts

Pending Actions

Conference Measures

Standing Committee Reports

All Measures in Conference
Subject Search
Listing_of All Conference Committee Re

Look Up Moasura by Conferonca Cammittoa Roport Numbr: || [EB

ort Numbers

The “Action sheets” are a good place to go to see where things stand.
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Here’s a report on Senate bills with House drafts.
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And House bills with Senate drafts.
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Hawai'i State Legislature

e —

2 Advanced Search @ Help

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

Reports and Lists

Please note: f you wish to change the year for reports, you must select the year dropdown before selecting any other dropdowns or reports.

Deadline Tracking Conference Committee

Advise and Consent

Conference Nofices

fions
All Conference Notices
Committee Referrals
Today's Conference Notices
Cor

> ittee §
st iy past Conference Notices

Daily Updates Future Conferance Noticas

Hearing Nofices Action Sheets.

Measures by Introducer
Action on Senate Measures with House Drafts
Measures by Package Action on House Measures with Senate Drafts

Pending Actions

Conference Measures

Standing Committee Reports

All Measures in Conference
Subject Search
Listing_of All Conference Committee Report Numbers

Look Up Measure by Conference Committee Report Number: : =

You can see a report of all measures in conference. This list will continue to populate as
soon as one chamber assigns conferees to a bill.
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Right now, the State Budget bill, HB1800 SD1, is in conference. This list will populate
when one chamber assigns conferees to a bill.
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You can also search for conference bills by subject matter committee.
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EZD 5 recordiratumed.

eree Howse ise Conferee
Senate Canferees f-— Howse Conferess.

HBs4 HD2 802 1+

HBA7T HD4 8B4 I

()

HBEST HOZ SD4

HETDG HO1 8B4
H@1161 HOZ 901

HB1163 HD4 802

HE1164 HDA 501

HB1168 HD1 301

HB1167 HD1 801

HE1260 HD1 802
HB1610 HDZ 801

HB1523 HE4 804

For example, Here are a list of bills that went through the Senate Transportation
Committee (TRS) where the House and Senate have conflicting drafts. House Judiciary

and Hawaiian Affairs wasn't part of the original House referral but will probably be
assigned to the bill in conference.



What's a conference meeting like?

« Chairs are usually the only ones speaking

- Meetings often grouped together - gavel out of
one bill, and into another

« Often only discussion is whether agreement has
been reached - if not, another time to meet is
set

« Sometimes, one or both sides decide an
agreement is not going to be forthcoming

What’s a conference meeting like?
Chairs are usually the only ones speaking
Meetings often grouped together — gavel out of one bill, and into another
Often only discussion is whether agreement has been reached — if not, another
time to meet is set

Sometimes, one or both sides decide an agreement is not going to be
forthcoming (the bill dies)
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Where can | stay informed about

conference committee actions?
Measure’s Status Page

Where can | stay informed about conference committee actions?
* The bill’s status sheet will be updated as its conferees are assigned, and meetings
scheduled.



HB 1577 HD1 SD2

4/25/2024 S 48 Hrs. Notice (as amended CD 1) 05-01-24

329 VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE
3/1a]24 3:00P

TCA
Reported from Conference Committee as amended CD 1(Conf. Com. Rep. CR 224 & Videoconferengé
4/25/2024 s No. 57-24). 3/19/24 3:05P
. TCA
4/25/2024 H Forty-eight (48) hours notice Wednesday 05-01-24.
TCA
Reported from Conference Committee (Conf Com. Rep. No. 57-24) as
4/25/2004 1 "oP . { P )
amended in (CD1). PN
CR 229/ Videoconference
The Conference Committee recommends that the measure be Passed, with
CONE 42524 9:578
4f25]2024 Amendments. The votes were as follows: 5 Ayes: Representative(s) Todd, 300 Wil
Nakashima, ila, Onishi, Matsumoto; Ayes with reservations: none; 0 Noes: - a)25]24 5:000 Agenda
none; and 0 Excused: none. 309 Wi
The Conference committee recommends that the measure be PASSED, WITH
AMENDMENTS. The votes of the Senate Conference Managers were as follows:
4/25/2024 s
3 Aye(s): senator(s) Lee, Kechokalole, Fevella; Aye(s) with reservations: none ;
0 No(es): none; and 0 Excused: none.
4/25[2004 n Sonference Committee Meeting willreconvene on Thursday 04-25-24

5:00PM in conference room 328.

23/2024 H Received notice of Senate conferees (Sen. Com. No. 772).

Bill scheduled for Conference Committee Meeting on Thursday, 04-25-24

(a2 8:57AM in conference room 328.

LY
alzii{oza 5 Senate Conferees Appointed: Lee Chair; Keohokalole Co-Chair; Fevella

4/16/2&{ S Received notice of appointment of House conferees (Hse. Com. No. 738).

House Conferees Appointed: Todd, Nakashima Co-Chairs; Kila, Onishi,

X
40152024 H
Matsumoto.

4/12/2024 5 Received notice of disagreement (Hse. Com. No. 731).

4/1/2024 H House disagrees with Senate amendment (s).

4/9/2024 H Returned from Senate (Sen.Com. No. 488) in amended form (SD 2).

All updates to a bill, including the naming of conferees, can be viewed on the bill’s
status page. Conference notices will be noted, and you can see both the agenda and
links to the YouTube videos of conference.
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This is what conference notices look like.
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JOINT HOUSE & SENATE CONFERENCE
CONFERENCE ROOM 329

IS IN RECESS...

Thursday, April 25, 2024, 09:59:08
HAWAI‘| STATE CAPITOL

Here’s a video clip of what conference meetings look like.
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CONFERENCE ROOM 329

HB1577 HD1 SD2

And the decision-making and voting.
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What’s the deadline for the conference
committee to come to a decision?

* April 29% - Decking for non-fiscal bills
*May 15t - Decking for fiscal bills

Any conference draft or decision on final form
must be delivered to the House and/or Senate
Chief Clerk by then (placed on the clerks’

"decks,” or desks). r
C“,

The deadline for the conference committee to come to a decision:
* April 24th Decking for non-fiscal bills (bills without a WAM or FIN referral)
* April 25th Decking for fiscal bills (bills with a WAM or FIN referral)

Any conference draft or decision on final form must be delivered to the House and/or
Senate Chief Clerk by then (placed on the clerks’ “decks” or desks).
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What’s the deadline for the conference
committee to come to a decision? 2

They set deadlines more specifically... r

(v
For example: J
6:00 p.m. = conclude negotiations

9:00 p.m. = committee report availablefor review and signature

11:30 p.m. = file committee report and bill draft with Chief Clerk

What’s the deadline for the conference committee to come to a decision?
They set deadlines more specifically... for example...

* 6:00 p.m. = conclude negotiations

* 9:00 p.m. = committee report available for review and signature

* 11:30 p.m. = file committee report and bill draft with Chief Clerk
!
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The fate of the bill... cD1

* The conferees may come to an agreement on a new
version of the bill.

* Both the House conferees and the Senate conferees
vote to pass a CD1 (conference draft #1) version of
the measure.

* The chairs sign a committee report that will
accompany the new draft; it will be written to the
Speaker and President recommending the bill be
scheduled for a Final Reading vote in each
chamber. Must be available for signature and
submitted to the clerk by specific times on the
decking deadline.

The fate of the bill...

The conferees may come to an agreement on a new version of the bill.

Both the House conferees and the Senate conferees vote to pass a CD1 (conference
draft #1) version of the measure.

The chairs write a committee report that will accompany the new draft and present
it to the Speaker and President recommending it be scheduled for a Final Reading
vote in each chamber.
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Here’s a bill that went through conference where an agree was reached an a CD1 was
passed out.



The fate of the bill... 2

* The originating chamber’s conferees
may vote to go along with the non-
originating chamber’s version (the
current version) of the bill.

* Note: No quorum or action is
required by the non-originating
chamber and its conferees.

* Avote is taken on the floor of the
originating chamber to change the
previous decision of “Disagree” to an
“Agree;" the bill gets scheduled for a
Final Reading vote.

«a
& &

AGREE

The fate of the bill...

* The originating chamber’s conferees may vote to go along with the non-originating

chamber’s version (the current version) of the bill.

* A vote is taken on the floor of the originating chamber to change the previous
decision of “Disagree” to an “Agree;” the bill gets scheduled for a Final Reading vote

in the originating chamber.

Note: No action is required by the non-originating chamber and its conferees.
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Zanoy Stotus Text

-

519/2025  Act078, an 05/19/2025 (Gav. Mag. No. IT78).

She/2025 5 Act078, 051972025 (Gow Mg No.1E).

af18/2025 5 Enoted to Governor

18/2025 1 Received natice of Fina Reading (Sen, Corn Na B08).

OIS S ) Excusec 2 (sanctn(s) Fevet e

sfczs
Cish 786).

afis/2025 5 Onw Dy Notce 04-16-25

‘Sanote agrees with Houss omandments. Hced on tha calendr o Fnal

wjozs s
Cish Reading on 04-16-25.

Reconsderaion o ocion ke on 04-03-25 n sogIeeng o he Hose
asianzs 5 S ey

afis/20zs s [ o731,

2114/2025 W House Conferess Appointet: Toros Chi: Beott i

af312075 W Rmceire natce of hsogresment (Sen. Com to 431

This is an example of a bill where the originating chamber disagreed to, then
reconsidered their disagreement and agreed to the changes made by the non
originating chamber.



The fate of the bill... 4

1}.
* The conferees may fail to come to an agreement
prior to the decking deadline.
* The bill “dies in conference.”

*Because it's the 2" year of the biennium, there is
no carryover this year to next year.

The fate of the bill...

The conferees may fail to come to an agreement prior to the decking deadline.

The bill “dies in conference.”

If it is the first year of the biennium, it will carryover to the next year’s session. There
is always the possibility that conferees may resume negotiations and move it
forward. (Conferees may be discharged at the start of the 2" year’s session —
requiring action to get negotiations moving again.)
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P ———————— 430 U VESTICKY jua 04-0

4N10}2025 5 Received trom House (Hse. Com. No. 647)

This is an example of a bill where no conferees were assigned. This bill died in
conference.



Hawaii State Legislature

LEGISLATURE ~ PARTICIPATE -

$B890 SD2 HD2 "%

Aogin

5 Advoncdsearch @ Help

HELP & INFO ~

This is an example of a bill where only the House assigned conferees. This bill died in

conference.

Moasuro Titio: RELATING TO BUSINESS REGULATION. e -
Report Title: i Poi; O Kalo; Labeling 38880 DI PROPOSED b2
Soscription:  Requires any product that s labeled, marketad) or sad o3 par and that sens0 E
Contains kalo grown outside the State to reveal a label stating that the poi
product contains kalo grown outsida the State. Effectiva 7/1/3000. (H02)
Paccage:  None I -
current E
PR s8880_802_sscaEzs P
Referral S8390_HOI_WSCRIZIT w
Introducer(s): KANUHA SBBG0_HDI_HSCRIALS -
S8890_HD?_HSCRI00G w
sort
wt Status Text
Date
Testimony
House Gonferees Appointact kahalog, llagan, Matayoshi Go- Ghairs; Hussey, $8800_SDI TESTIMONY CPN-EDF 02-
4014/2025 W
Matsumote. 26-25
S8B80_S02_TESTIMONY_AGR_03-12-
4010/2025  Received notice of disagreement (Sen. Com. No. 778). =
4h10/2025 s senate disagress with House amendments. $BBO0_HDI_TESTIMONY ECD_03-19-
5
4/10/2025 S Received from House (Hse. Com. No. 850). -
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mana text

T

COnterencs COMMITIos MEStng 15 FCanvend on B4-15-25 430 P
aj2sj2008 s

Canterence kaorm 135
CONMarence COMMTIas MEaENG 10 HCafvend on 04-25-25 130 PM.

aj28/2038 8
Canterence Koom 018

Canfarence commities meeting i recarvens on 04- 7528 10:30AM
Canterence koom 224
Cantersnce

ynpoas s
e Canference koom 224

i screduied for Conference Committes Mesting on Wednesaay, G4 33-28
afnalwas v v
103240 In corsamenca raom 134

anfon s appor Com wo. 98]

AJ2/1008 W Heuse Conterees Appointed: Bvsiin, Miyaks Co-Chairk Pierick.

4/16/202% W Weceived notce of Senato conferses (3en. Com. Ho. 00%).

This is an example of a bill where the House and Senate met to resolves differences, but
those disagreements could not be resolved so the bill died in conference.



Final reading

*Must happen before end of session
(adjournment sine die).

*Not over ‘til it's over... a bill then needs to go
off to the Governor, who may sign the bill into
law, allow it to become law without signature,
or veto the bill. (There is a mechanism by
which the Legislature can override the
Governor's veto.)

Final Reading:

* Must happen before end of session (adjournment sine die).

* Not over ‘til it’s over... a bill then needs to go off to the Governor, who may sign the
bill into law, allow it to become law without signature, or veto the bill. (There is a
mechanism by which the Legislature can override the Governor’s veto.)

Note: Exception is a bill that proposes a constitutional amendment; instead of going to

the governor, it goes on the ballot.
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Helpful Tools

» Conference Committee discussion moves at a
swift pace. You may want to create a tracking
chart to help keep track of all your bills, and
their re-convene times.

Helpful Tools:
* Conference Committee discussion moves at a swift pace. You may want to create a
tracking chart to help keep track of all of your bills, and their re-convene times.
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This what a tracking chart looks like..



House Lead Wed. Thurs. Fri. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Decision
Chairs 4122 423 424 4127 4/28 4/29 4/30 51
Now- FiscaL
FISCAL | DECKING
DECKiNG
Senate
Measure

Here’s another example of a tracking chart.
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33" LEGISLATURE, REGULAR SESSION OF 2026
JOINT HOUSE and SENATE
COMMITTEES ON CONFERENCE
2026 ROOM ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
Senate ~ House Time | Conference Room
Ce C Assignment
GV, LBT LAB, MG | B0 am.-11:30am. G
HoU HSG L-1l30am. | 224
WLA WAL, CAA -11:30 a.m. 29
AEN, EIG AGR, EEP .m. -11:30 a.m. 325
| TRS TRN . -11:30 a.m. 329
| EDT ECD, TOU . -11:30 a.m. 411
PSM i PBS 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 016
CPN CPC 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 224
EDU EDN, HED 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 229
10C, HWN JHA 1:30 pm. - 5:00 p.m. | 325
HHS HLT, HSH 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. l 329
[ WAM FIN 800am -9:00pm. | 309 ]
e e e e
Ronald D. Kouchi Nadine K. Nakamura
President of the Senate Speaker of the House of Representatives
APR D 1 113 A

Knowing where the conference committees for policy area committees will meet can be
helpful for those trying to watch conference meetings on YouTube.



» Use the tools available to
follow what you can =

« Call on the relationships N1
you've developed with
colleagues and allies

Nyt

» Keep up the effort!

Use the tools available to follow what you can
Call on the relationships you’ve developed with colleagues and allies
Keep up the effort!
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Pau!

Public Access Room (PAR)
587-0478
par@capitol.hawaii.gov
lrb.hawaii.gov/par

2 Hawaii Public Access Room

n PublicAccessRoom

@ PublicAccessRoom

Pau! Thanks for joining us, please contact us if you have questions.

Public Access Room (PAR)
587-0478
par@-capitol.hawaii.gov
https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par
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