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Public Access Room
Your Office at
the State Capitol

PAIR R
) L. Room

4" Floor, Room 401

(808) 587-0478
par@capitol.hawaii.gov

Our physical office — the public’s office — is in Room 401 of the State Capitol building (at 415
South Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813) at the corner of Beretania and Punchbowl
streets.

(By the way, the Hawaii State Capitol is a beautiful building with a lot of symbolism built
into its open architecture. For more information, visit the governor’s website:
https://governor.hawaii.gov/contact-us/hawai‘i-state-capitol-tours/)



Hawaii Government
3 equal branches

Legislative
Makes laws

4 Execuﬁve\ Judicial
(Governor & (Courts)
Departments) Interprets
Implements laws
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Let’s start with the big picture. Our democracy is set up with a balance of power — three
different, equal branches of government that help to keep one another in check. Roughly
speaking, the Legislative branch makes the laws, the Executive branch implements those
laws, and the Judiciary branch interprets the law.

In this workshop, we'’ll be focused on the Legislative branch, the branch of government
concerned with making the laws.



Senate House of Representatives

State Senators (25) State Representatives (51)
4-year terms 2-year terms

The Hawaii State legislature is made up of two different chambers (this is called a
“bicameral” legislature) — the Senate is the group of 25 senators serving 4-year terms, and
the House of Representatives is the group of 51 representatives elected to 2-year terms.

Roughly speaking, a senator’s district is roughly twice as large as a representative’s district.
We can use the term “legislator” to refer to either a senator or a representative.

In this presentation, we’ll be focusing on how the chambers work to make the laws that
govern the state, and both chambers operate in roughly the same way. But be aware that

they actually each have special powers and responsibilities (for example, the Senate has
the ‘advise and consent’ power over Governor’s appointment of department directors).



What do these lawmakers do?

SERVE » as their constituents’

voice, vote on legislation

SERVE - on committees focused
on particular subject
matter

SERVE -in leadership roles

First off, we’re a representative democracy, and the legislators actually “speak” for you.
Each address in the state is represented by one member of the House of Representatives
and one member of the Senate. They serve as the voting districts’ ‘voice’ at the legislature
as they consider legislation and may also be able to help constituents with a variety of
issues.

Secondly, in order to make the whole complicated process a little more manageable, the
House and Senate each organize themselves into various committees that focus on
legislation in particular subject areas. As you'll see, the chairs of these committees have
guite a bit of power. Who decides who is on which committee and who gets to be each
committee’s chair?

That would be leadership. Each chamber elects who will be their leader (the President in
the Senate, the Speaker in the House, the Vice President or Vice Speaker, the Majority
Leader, and Majority Floor Leader). The reason leadership is so important? Power. They
influence a great deal, as you’ll see in the slides ahead.

FYI -- When we use the term “Majority” it refers to the political party that has the most
members in the chamber — in Hawaii currently, for both chambers that would be the
members of the Democratic Party. The “Minority” party (here, the Republican members)
also elect one another to leadership positions, to better coordinate the actions of their
members.
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To find out who your own representative and senator are, it’s as simple as going to the
legislature’s website, capitol.hawaii.gov

From the capitol homepage, click on the “Legislature” tab. Then select “Find your
legislator” from the drop-down menu.


http://capitol.hawaii.gov/

@ Hawai'i State Legislature

LEGISLATURE - EVENTS - PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH -

415 5 BERETANIA STREET, HONOLULU 96813
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You’ll come to this screen where you can type in your address or navigate on the map to a
particular location. We suggest you use your actual street address rather than just town, as

district lines can run through towns so there may than be more than one legislator for
Kaneohe, for example

For example — typing in the state capitol’s address



Hawai'i State Legislature
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Here we see the results, Representative Kim Coco Iwamoto and Senator Karl Rhoads.
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You can click on either legislator to view their webpages. Here, we take a look a Senator
Rhoad'’s page.



Don’t forget
the most
important

participants in
State
legislative
government...

People
like youl!

But don’t forget the most important participants in State legislative government is the
Public. People like you!
Without the public, it just doesn’t work.
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What can you do?

» Votel
» State Senator
» State Representative

* Proposed Amendments
to the State Constitution

* Run for office (or help)
« Communicate with legislators
- Offer testimony
« Join with others
« Advocate!

Here’s a reminder of some of the things that we as everyday citizens can do to be part of
our own governance.

We vote the senators and representatives into office — senators serve 4-year terms,
representatives are elected to 2-year terms. We also vote on proposed changes to the
Constitution.

You can run for office or help someone else to do that — you don’t need to be a political
science major or a lawyer. People with all sorts of experience and backgrounds serve in
these positions. We have what is called a part-time legislature (in session from January to
May), and many members keep other work positions outside of the capitol while they
serve. Of course, things get very busy during session, so you’d need to plan on that!

You can also communicate with the people that are in office, letting them know your
priorities, views, and concerns. In PAR, we concentrate on helping you with that, as well as
helping people understand how to offer testimony and reminding you to join with others to
amplify your voice.

12



Use Your Voice

Talk with Legislators

Suggest a bill

Testify

Contact the Governor

‘_
|
‘Ask for a hearing
‘_
|

There’s a lot you can do at the legislature:

First off, simply communicate with the people in office. Let
them know your views and priorities.

You can also suggest a bill to change a law. When you see
the bills being discussed, you can ask for a hearing for ones
you’d like to see move forward. If bills you’re concerned
about do come up for a hearing, you can offer your written
and oral testimony. Sometimes, you may want to lobby the
entire chamber or legislature — they all need to vote on
legislation.

Finally, you may want to contact the governor.

Keep at it! It can take some time to see change at the
capitol.
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Use Your Voice 2
Communicate with Your Legislators

COMMUNICATE YOUR POSITION

By Letter...

Phone call...

In Person

We’ve already mentioned voting — which is an important way of expressing your voice — but
how about communicating with the people who were elected to represent you? Let them
know what you think they should focus on — environmental policy, education issues,
transportation infrastructure, housing, tourism, public safety issues — what seems
particularly pressing to you? What would help or affect you and your family, neighbors, and
colleagues? Are there particular issues in your neighborhood that concern you?

It’s always appropriate to communicate with your own representative and senator about
such matters — you don’t have to wait for them to be in legislative session — their offices
are open year-round.

Legislators like to hear from their constituents. And even though they may not do what
you’d like them to do, they really do listen! Give them a chance — let them know what you
think.

Is it better to write or call? Either one — just do it! Writing provides a written record, while
calling allows for a dialogue.

HI

By the way, if you want to hear back from them, let them know. “I'd appreciate a call back.”

or “I look forward to hearing from you.”

14



PAR can help
you!

PAR can help you as you engage with the legislature and the legislative process. Unsure if
you should contact your legislator? Call us, and we’ll help you focus. And we’re one of the
best kept secrets in the state — tell your friends!

15



Regular Session starts on
the 3@ Wednesday in January,
For 2026: January 21, 2026

Putting the Legislative Year in Perspective

Opening Day, +

Regular Session:
3" Wednesday in

lanuary

Regular Session:
/ 60 Session Days
(not counting recess days,

holidays, weekends)

Interim:
Time between
Regular Sessions

Things to do during Interim

* Communicate with
Legislators.
Share ideas for new bills.
Look for ways to adjust
approach for bills that died
in previous session.
Identify allies on issues and
collaborate!

« | Adioumment sine dlie,
End of Regular Session:
usually early May

Governor's Enactment/
Veto Deadline:
usually July

As mentioned, in Hawaii we have what is called a “part-time legislature.” About 2/3 of the
calendar year is the ‘interim’ period between regular legislative sessions. But that doesn’t
mean they’re not busy being your legislators year-round.

It’s crucial to use this time between sessions well, so you’ll be ready for the fast-moving
session when it starts (which is always on the 3 Wednesday in January as directed by the
Hawaii State Constitution [https://Irb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articleiii Section 10]).

About 2,800 bills are introduced each year, all in about the first week after the start of
session...you can imagine the frenzy!

Each of the wedges in this illustration signifies a major deadline — and is intended to show
you just how fast things move during session (over about a quarter of the year). During
interim (when the legislative session isn’t taking place) people can meet to brainstorm new
ideas for bills, communicate with legislators about those ideas, consider new ideas for bills
that died in the previous session, and identify allies to collaborate with.
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Legislati
The 2026 Session Calendar: A Guide to the Deadlines e g IS q Ive

JAN 21 OPENING DAY - Hawai's constitution mandates that the regular legislative session starts at 10:00 a.m. on the third Wednesday of January.

JAN 23 LAST DAY T0 INTRODUCE ALL NON-ADMINISTRATION BILL PACKAGES — Bills bundled together by common inferest groups and accepted and
labeled as a package by the clerks. You can view the various packages of legislation by clicking on the “Reports and Lists™ button on
capitol hawail.gov.

&LAST DAY FOR ORGANIZATIONS TO SUBMIT GRANT AND SUBSIDY REQUESTS - Deadline for “Grant-in-Aid” (GIA) applications. Grants may be
appropriated to nonprofit and other organizations for various public purposes that are recognized as priorities and are seen as complimentary to
state govemment functions. Applications, information, and more specifics regarding the deadiine appear under “Legislative Information” on
capitol hawaii gov.

JAN 26 STATE-OF-THE-STATE ADDRESS - The Governor's annual address to the assembled joint legislature. The address presents an opportunity for
the Govemor to report on affairs of state, and to put forth recommendations and initiafives. Many visitors come to the Capitol to hear the
Governor's speech and witness the proceedings from tha mallan (arraceihla nn tha arnind finnriarinm Isual)

& LAST DAY T0 INTRODUCE ADMINISTRATION BILL F

St and e Syt e o o Rt THE 2026 SESSION CALENDAR

capitolhawailgov. i Note: On the 60 session days (days when members convene in their respective chambers), the session day count appears in @ box on the lower-
AN 28 LAST DAY T0 INTRODUCE BILLS — A bil is infror right, like this. »-»» [2] B8 =bills BE =resolutions M =budget See reverse side for more deadline information.
HB or S8 prefix) and then puts it on the calendar o Mon Tae Wed Thu - at
specify which committees must hear and pass th =
is given a “Bill Status” webpage that can be acce January 21 22 23 Non-Admin Bill
actiity.] Opening Day Package Cutoff
Feg 11 (HOUSE BiLLS) & FEB 12 (SENATE BiLLS) TRIPL Grants/Subsidies.
can be in their second-to-last committee by the fc Cutoff
Aearline allows amnle fime for siiceecsfl hills fn 25 |26 Stateorihe. 27 8 20 m Exl
State Address & Recess #1 8ill Intro Cutoff Recess #2
Admin Bill Package
cuteff [6]
February
1 2 3 4 3 3 7
b L m
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
Triple Referral Filing_{ Triple Referral Filing
13] (Hes) (sBs) i
5 16 HOLIDAY 17 18 19 20 21
Presidents’ Day First Lateral First Lateral (Bills)
18] Filing (8ills)
22 |23 2 25 26 Mandatory 5- 27 28
2l B 33 Dy Recess Begins
March

The legislative calendar with the specific dates that will rule our lives during session is
published prior to the beginning of a session — and usually not much before-hand. (Look
for it in December or so)

The calendar is established by the Senate President and the House Speaker (chamber
leadership), working together.

By the way, the Public Access Room takes that calendar and creates an annotated version
that’s color coded and has helpful definitions on the backside so you can sort out what the
deadlines mean. You can find the most recent version on PAR’s website (click on the
“Current Legislature” tab https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/current-legislature/).

QR Code goes to PAR’s Current Legislature webpage — look for current session calendar
with guide to the deadlines on that page
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Tip: Share ideas for new
laws

- well before the start
of session!

Legislators also hear
from lobbyists, interest
groups, and other
legislators but also
want to hear from the
PUBLIC

Another way to use your voice is to share an idea for a new law with a legislator. The
legislator can take your idea, have it drafted into a bill, and if the bill is successful, it will
become an act of law. You need to know it’s a tough road — over 90% of bills introduced
each year don’t become law. But if you’ve got a good idea and the time is ripe...!

NOTE: If you would like a legislator to introduce a bill on your behalf, you’ll be wise to make
the request during the interim months. It’s usually easier to meet with legislators then and
gives you a chance to discuss the matter when there is enough time to talk it over in an
unhurried and thorough way. Most likely, if you wait until January...(sorry)...you’re likely to
be too late. Communicate with your legislator before Thanksgiving to provide time for
discussion and potential drafting of language for a bill!

18



To get a bill infroduced,
find a legislator

Start with:
* YOUr own

» Subject matter committee
chair

* Members who have
supported similar issues

In Hawaii, all bills must be introduced by a legislator. Other states may have different
procedures, but that’s the way it is in Hawaii. So, the next step is to find a legislator who
likes the idea and who agrees to introduce the bill on your behalf.

If you’ve done your research as to why this bill is a good idea, you’ll be much more likely to
get a legislator’s agreement to introduce your bill. The PAR staff can help point you in the
right direction in finding someone to approach.

It’s often a good idea to start with the senator and/or representative serving your district.
That’s good protocol but isn’t an absolute rule at all.

You could also go to the members of the subject matter committee to which your potential
bill would probably first be referred — the Senate and/or House transportation committee
for a transportation idea, for instance.

Or perhaps we know or can help you find out who’s supported similar legislation or issues
in the past. That might be a good legislator to approach.

[The legislator may also ask a colleague in the other chamber to introduce an identical bill
(called a “companion bill”), just to help the idea’s chances of moving ahead. While
introduced with identical language, the bills can quickly change from one another and live
or die on their own.]

19



Summarize the problem
(or the opportunity)

This law would make __

mandatory...

It is needed because...

Other states that have
instituted similar laws include...
Website with dafa on this
subject: ...

Start developing your idea...

First, identify the problem or opportunity. (It sounds simple, but sometimes this one takes
a little work). See if you can summarize it into a short paragraph (just a few sentences).

Then list what you think a law would do.

If you’ve got research, know of a group that’s behind the idea, or a state that has enacted
similar legislation, you can let the legislator know that, too.

It helps to think this through prior to speaking with a legislator...

20



— One Pager for Legislators
EH E November 2024 m
()
OW O o [= - Proposal for X
R a new bill / policy / issue, a request for support
to Legislator:
«
Background A brief statement about yourself, your organization (if
. applicable), what your organization does.
» Short &
or concis
. . Summarize the issue for which you are seeking support
) H I g h | I g h 'I' The Issue / Problem /  or assistance; legislation from other states, share data.
Opportunity * Consider using bullet points
i por_l_o n_l_ s Your summary should be quick and easy to read
Oi n -I-S Identify solutions and how your legislator can assist (for
p The Solution example, introducing new legislation or providing
resources and support.)
» Be clear: wha
e clear. wnd
. Be specific about what you are asking the legislator to
are you asking
N~ * Introduce or take a position on a bill?
M The Ask * Provide feedback on your idea?
 Bullet t
U e O I n S + Suggestions of other people to contact and work
. with?
e Sign a letter of support?
« Consider a ¢ P
o
|eOVe beh I nd Stakeholders / Include a list of supporters.
Supporters
S h e e -I- Include your contact information so that the legislator or
Contactinfo legislative staff can contactvou if thev have guestionsor |

Think through what it is you want to say... Are you asking the legislator to take a particular
action? Is there a situation that is a cause for concern? Do you want the legislator to hear
your views and respond with his or her own?

Short and simple is usually a great place to start. If it’s a complicated situation, offer an
overview and a willingness to provide additional details. Help the legislator or staff member
understand what you are asking for — make your request clear.

This One-Pager example template can be found on the PAR website:
https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-legislative-process/idea-to-introduction-the-
birth-of-a-bill/

under the How to Approach a Legislator section (QR code goes to this webpage — scroll
down for How to Approach a Legislator section)
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A brief glimpse of what's to

come in a bill’s life...

v Pass through all committees it gets referred
to in the House and Senate

v Pass three readings in both the House and
Senate chambers (where all the members
convene)

v'Both House and Senate agree on exact
wording

v’ Be signed or allowed to come into law by
, or House and Senate successfully
overrides his veto

The bill has a lot of hoops to jump through to become law:

*Pass 3 readings (votes) in each chamber by the full House (51 members) and the full
Senate (25 members). This is a constitutional requirement for a bill to become law. The
readings take place before, during, and after the bill makes it way through the committees.
eSurvive all the committees it’s referred to. It’s during the committee process that the bill is
“heard” — public hearings or decision makings are scheduled so that the public can have
their voice heard regarding whether the legislation is a good idea. The number of
committees a bill needs to go through in each chamber varies. As we’ll see, it may be
amended as it moves along.

*Both chambers must agree on the exact language of the final version.

*Be signed into law by the Governor, or become law without his signature, or if the bill is
vetoed, have his veto overridden by 2/3 of the House and 2/3 of the Senate (or amend the
bill to meet the governor’s objections).

It’s a high bar for a bill to become a law!
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QUICK VIEW OF HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW IN HAWAII
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This is what the legislative process in Hawaii looks like... Goes through three readings while
it makes its way through committees, crosses over to the other chamber and goes through
the same process, and then make sure both chambers agree on the final wording of the bill
that will go off to the governor. The governor can then sign the bill, veto it, or allow it to
become law without signature. (If he vetoes it, the legislature does have a mechanism so
they can override the veto and still have the bill become law.)

For more information on a bill’s journey: https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-
legislative-process/a-bills-journey/ (QR code points to this webpage)
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THE 2026 SESSION CALENDAR
Note: On the 60 session days {days when members convene in their respective chambers), the session day count appears in  box on the lower-
right, like this. w»» [£] W8 = bills W =resolutions 8 = budget See reverse side for more deadline information.
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri sat
January 21 ) 2 23 Non-Admin 8ill | 24
Opening Day Package Cutoff
Grants/Subsidies
Cutoft
25 26 State-of-the- 27 28 29 30 31
State Address & Recess #1 Bill Intro Cutoff Recess #2
Admin Bill Package
Cutoff [s]
February
1 2 3 @ B 3 7
[o] L L1
8 9 10 11 12 13 u
Triple Referral Filing_| Triple Referral Filing
13] (HBs) (ses)
5 16 HOLIDAY 17 18 19 20 21
Presidents’ Day First Lateral First Lateral (Bills)
[i8 Filing (Bills)
2 | 2 25 26 Mandatory5- | 27 2
Bl B 53 Dy Recess Begins
March
1 2 3 4 Mandatory 5-Day | 5 6 7
Recess Ends single Referral Filing | First Decking (Bills)
Deadline (SBs) ﬂ 5]
s 9 10 1 12 13 7]
Recess #3 Recess #4 First Crossover Subst. Resolution
(Bills) (3] cutott
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Budget Decking Budget Crossover Second Triple
| m Fa] Referral Filing (gillf32]
2 |23 2 25 26 HOLIDAY 27 Second Lateral 28
Kuhio Day Filing (8ills)
Recess #5
29 30 31
second Lateral First Lateral (SCRs)
(Bills) Bgl
April ﬂ 1 2 3 HOLIDAY ‘ ]
(9| First Lateral (HCRs) Good Frida)

And it must do all of that by certain deadlines! Which is why that session calendar is so
important. Over 90% of bills die — they don’t pass one of the deadlines... They’re called
“dead”-lines because they’re designed to “kill” bills and narrow down the field of legislation
being discussed.

The session calendar is usually finalized in December preceeding the January start of
session. It can be found on PAR’s current legislature page:
https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/current-legislature/

Also on this page are contact lists (email, phone, room number for legislators; committee
membership lists and committee schedules; committee clerks and office managers lists,
and more!)

QR code goes to PAR’s Current Legislature webpage. Look for Session Calendar handout
there (2025 Session Calendar is typically finalized in December/January).
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Bill
Introduction

Bills are
infroduced at the
start of session
(usually about @
one-week period)

Approximately 2,500-3,000 bills are introduced each year (Senate and House combined).
There is a narrow window when bills can be introduced, usually beginning with the first day
of session and usually lasting about a week.

In our state, only legislators can introduce bills. So, if you have an idea that you think would
make a good law, make sure to let your legislators know. They can send your idea to a
drafting agency at the Capitol where researchers can take your idea and put it into bill
form. If your bill is drafted and a legislator introduces it, it has a chance to become law.
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A legislator will have an idea drafted
info a BILL that will be INTRODUCED at
the start of Regular Session.

(2 )

THE SENATE 1035
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2023 S B N O SD.2
STATE OF HAWAII et " HD.1

ABILLFORANACT =

RELATING TO THE GENERAL EXCISE TAX.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAIIL:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that under the current

2 general excise tax, there is an incongruity in the way medical

3 service providers are treated. Medical services rendered at a

@ 4 nonprofit hospital, infirmary, or sanitarium are exempt from the

When a legislator introduces a bill (often taking into account constituent needs or requests, he or
she will then work with one of the five bill-drafting agencies in the Capitol to have the bill written

up.

When the bill is submitted by your representative or senator, it is promptly given a number, which
will be the tool used to keep track of it. The prefix “HB” begins a House bill number; “SB” begins
a Senate bill number. If your bill is changed by various committees along the way, different draft
numbers will be tacked onto the end of the bill number to help you keep track of the new versions.
(HD = draft made by the House/House Draft, SD = draft made by the Senate/Senate Draft, CD =
draft made as part of the conference process/Conference Draft.

When the bill was drafted, it was given a bill title — “A Bill for an Act Relating to the General Excise
Tax,” for example. The bill title can not change, and it must reflect the bill’s contents. (The bill’s
content may change as it goes through the legislative process, but it must always be appropriate to
the bill’s unchanging title.)

Bills can be short or long, simple or complex. Usually, the first section will state what the bill intends
to do, the following sections outline what exactly is being done (revising the law books, for
example, indicating [deleted] or added language), and the final section specifies when the law will
take effect if enacted.

QR code points to https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-legislative-process/types-of-measures-bills-resolutions-
messages/ -

look for section Anatomy of a Bill: Learn the fundamentals on what makes up a Bill that talks more
about how bills are structured as well as how new content is documented proposed to be added to
current law (HRS) or proposed to be deleted.
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Searching for Bills
Start with Laws & Research > Reports
and Lists > Subject Search

R Ko Mhavilo Mokuia 0 Hawar

LEGISLATURE ~ PARTICIPATE -~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~
HAWAI' REVISED STATUTES

K AW
w25~| Reports and Lists SERRONLIS

REPORTS AND USTS

Deadine SRR I

BUDGET
GRANT-IN-AID
ARCHIVES

2025 DOCUMENT INDEX

To search for bills — You can search by subject by using the Laws & Research drop down

menu in the blue bar at the top of the capitol.hawaii.gov webpage and select Reports and
Lists.

Once on the Reports and Lists page — click on Subject Search at the bottom of the light blue
options on the left side of the screen.



7 Ka ‘Aha‘alelo Mokaraina ‘0 Hawal'

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS - PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

Reports and Lists

Please note: If you wish to change the year for reports, you must select the year dropdown before selecting any other dropdowns or reports.

Deadline Tracking Subject Search

Advise and Consent Search Measure Titles, Report Titles, and Descriptions of measures for the exact text entered.

Appropriations
Please omit diacritical marks (okinas and kahakos) from search words.
Committee Referrals

Conference Commitiee public SChOO”
Daily Updates

Hearing Notices
Measures by Infroducer

Measures by Package

Pending Actions

Standing Committee Reports

Subject Search

As you do the Subject Search — note that it will search measure titles, report titles (key
words) and the description of the measure. This search does not search the full text/entire
body of the proposed measure.
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Subject Search

‘Search Results for: pubiic senool Hawaii State Legis]aturc
e el e e ) 64 records refurned.
= Measure Status Current Status Introducer(s) Current Referral - Companion
| boas Control+F
T Rat_Annual Report on Pilot Project for Lease of Public School Lands; DOE () 111672025 Filed.
= From the Department of Education, dated October 25, 2024, transmiting the Annual Report on Pilot Project for Lease of Public School h It
Lands pursuant to Act 155, SLH 2013, Searc resu S

DC230 on the page
_ Rpt; Annual Report Regarding State-Funded ten Programs and Private Partnership-Funded
'?i.._ Prekindergarten Programs in the Public Schools; EOEL () 1/16/2025- Filed
From the Executive Office on Early Leaming, dated December 26, 2024, transmitting the Annual Report Regarding State-Funded
Prekindergarten Programs and rivate Partnership-Funded Prekindergarten Programs in the Public Schools purstant to Section 3028,

HRS.
HB51
DAGS: Extemnal Defibrillators; C: Resuscitation; State Buildings; Public Schools;
Training; Cardiac Emergency Response Plan; Counties; Appropriations ($)
'ﬁ; RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONSE. (H) 1/21/2025- Referred to GARRETT LAB, EDN, FIN
=l o later than January 1, 2026, requires the Department of Accounting and General Services to install and maintain automated extemal LAE, EDN, FIN, referal sheet 1 B

defibrilators in all state buildings, including all public schools. Requires DAGS to establish a Cardiac Emergency Respense Plan and work
with the counties to implement the plan into the counties' emergency service provider protocols. Requires DAGS to pravide trainings on the
use of automated extemal defibrillators and the performance of cardiopulmenary resuscitation for state employees and security staff of
certain state agendies. Makes appropriations.

HB63
Cardi Resuscitation; CPR; Health Education; Public Schools; Private Schools; Charter Schools

RELATING TO EDUCATION. (1) 1i20/2005" Referred ©0 5oz, pemauso EDN, FIN
Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, requires each public, private, and charter school in the State to establish a program within the EDN, FIN, referal sheet 1

health education curriculum for high school students to provide instruction in CPR. Specifies instruction requirements. Waives liabiity for

instruction under certain circumtances.

W POEPOE, BELATTT, CHUN, GARRETT,

GRANDINETTI, TWAMOTO, KAPELA, KILA,

y Public Schools, (H) 121/2005 referred to KITAGAWA, KUSCH, MARTEN, EDN, FIN
niu. RELATING TO SCHOOL MEALS. EDN, FIN, referral sheet 1 mesﬁ; QLDS, PERRUSO, QUINLAN, '
Beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, requires public schools to provide free breakfast and lunch to all enrolled students. Appropriates SOUZA, TAM " ' !

< HB98 ( ) _ PERRUSQ, GRANDINETTI, IWAMOTQ,
8 Education; Public Schools; Complexes; Curriculum; Authentic Assessments H) 12102005 Referred o apTEN_ OLDS, PIERICK, POEPOE, EDN, FIN
“% RELATING TO AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENTS. EDN, FIN, referral sheet 1 0UZA
Authorizes publc school complexes to use authentic assessments as part of dassroom-based performance assessments.
HB100
.IE; standard-based Curriculum; Digital Citizenship; Public Schools; Media Literacy. (H) 1/21/2025 Referredto  PERRUSO, BELATTI, GRANDINETTI, EDN, FIN
%l RELATING TO MEDIA LITERACY. EDN, FIN, referral sheet 1 TWAMOTO, MARTEN, POEPOE, TAM, Chun v
Authorizes school complexes to incorporate media literacy in their standards-based curriculum, including content that prevents negative
impacts of digital and online hate speech.
HB191
fly Department of Education; Farm to School Program; Geographic Preference; Locally Grown Food (H) 1212005 Referred o cmamerTE THATOTO, KnnALDA, o, AGR, FIN
%2/ RELATING TO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FARM TO SCHOOL PROCUREMENT. EDN, AGR, FIN, refermal sheet 1 MATSUMOTO, POEPGE, SOUZA, WARD bt

Requires the Department of Education to establish rules for the procurement of goads and services related to the administration of food
programs at public schools that incorporate a geographic preference for unpracessed locally growm and locally raised food products.

Once you get your search results, you can refine further by using control+f on your
keyboard, to highlight specific words you might be looking for. In this example we searched
for “public school” in the subject search box on the previous screen and once we get to this
results screen, did a control+f keyboard search to see if anything comes up research to
school meals (could also search lunch or breakfast).

For HB63 that has the red bracket on the left side of the screen. Those fields — the
keywords, title, and summary — are what is being searched when you do a Subject Search.
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To Submit Testimony, sign up for Hearing
Notices and more..

First, reqister your email address to create an
account

After that, just login...

2llog In | #Register

Hawai'i State Legislature [ socctseacniypes_—~————1

Ka ‘Ahadlelo Mokuaina ‘0 Hawal'i

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~

Log In Register
= email address Don't have a login? Register here
After registering for an account you
a password

will be able to create personalized
I o e
testimony online, and receive hearing

Forgot Password? notice notification by e-mail.

HELP! If you are unable to register or are having
i Joooioalo click b,

For additional options for submitting

Go to the legislature’s website (capitol.hawaii.gov). To use the “Submit Testimony” or any
of the other account-based features, first we “Log In” to the website — we’ll enter our email
address and the password we created.
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LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

You are signed in as johnggitizenhawaii@gmail.com

L)
0 al Q
Submit Testimony Measure Tracking Edit Account Find Legislator

HEARING NOTIFICATION

Receive hearing notification by measure or committee.

HELP! If you are not receiving notifications, please click here.

Subscribe by measure Subscribe by committee

Enter measure with no spaces or draft numbers and Check the boxes next to the committees you wish to receive

click Add. You may click on the measure link to nofices for.
view current measure stafus. O check All/uncheck All
aad _ Committee Name Chamber
Measure Title [m] Other
HB300 RELATING TO THE STATE BUDGET.  Remove O AGR Agriculture & Food Systems MenED
O CAA Culture & Arts House
Consumer Protection &
0O cpc House

You can use the Hearing Notifications option when you are logged in to your
capitol.hawaii.gov account to sign up to receive emails for hearing notifications by

individual measure or by committee. Make sure you click Save and Exit before you leave
the page, if you’ve made any changes.

If you sign up to receive notifications by committee, you may receive quite a number of

emails. So many people prefer to be more focused and subscribe by measure. It’s up to
you though!



HEARING JHA 01-28-25 - Hawaii State Legislature
@ Hawaii State Legislature | 3 Reply ‘ © Reply Al ‘ 7 Ferward

(] [

To Mailing List Thu 1/23,

ﬁ HEARIMG_JHA_01-28-25.ics
752 bytes

Measures on notice: HB131, HB411, HB412, HB413, HB149, HBE369, HB370, HB371, HB372, HB772, HB662, HB134, HB408, HB141

hitps://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Session2025/hearingnotices/HEARING JHA 01-28-25 .PDF

A calendar (.ics) file is attached to this email to allow you to easily add this meeting to your calendar. This file format is compatible with
many calendar applications, including Google Calendar, Apple Calendar, and Microsoft Outlook.

If this notice is amended, a new calendar file will be attached to the email notification, but changes to your calendar will need to be
made manually.

You are receiving this e-mail because you have subscribed to a hearing notice via e-mail service. To unsubscribe, please sign in to your
account at http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov and click on the Edit Account link on the upper right corner of the page. You may also email
mailingUnsubscribe@capitol.hawaii.gov with Unsubscribe in the subject line.

Please use cut and paste if your email reader wraps or breaks the above URLs.

This is an example of what the hearing notice email will look like. You can click on the PDF
link to see the agenda, and that will tell you more information about the measures on the
hearing agenda.



LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

You are signed in as johnqgitizenhawaii@gmail.com

[ )
% A an
Submit Testimony Hearing Notifications Edit Account Find Legislator

MEASURE TRACKING

Create lists of measures, enter customized notes on measures, and generate a detailed measure report.

Enter a name and click Create List to store Add measures to your list by clicking Add a Measure. Add notes to your measures by
the measures you wish to track. Use Show selecting Add Notes. You may view status of the measure by clicking the measure link.
List to begin adding measures to that list. Generate Report will display a detailed report of your measure list. Measures will
| 1St — create I|St | appear in the order you add them.
p—— 2025 bills | 3rd — add measures
(List names have a 21 character limit)
I SB182,58184| IAdduMsﬂwre
R Generate Report
Edit Name
Show List 2025 bills
Delete
| 2nd — show list | Measure Measure Notes (250 char max)
SBIBO Add keep Jessica posted Delete
Notes y

4t — generate report whenever you want |

If you want to create your own Measure Tracking list:

1%, on the left side of the screen — you need to create and name your list — in this example
— | had created a list called 2025 Bills

2" click on Show List next to 2025 Bills

31 you can add measures (bills or resolutions) to your list. Remember to click add
measure to get them in your list. Note: you can list multiple measures at once to add, just
separate by a comma.

4t come back periodically and Generate Report — this will allow you to check on all your
bills at once, rather than having to look them up one at a time
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Measure Tracklng Report: 2025 bills

Your peronalized measure fracking report Hawaii State Legislature [/

Measure Notes  Current Status Introducer(s) Referral  Companion
SB180
e %nﬁr%%w Appioprations Keep 152 (5 ) 111772025 - Refered to LGT, WAM. AQUINO 18T, wam

Appropnates funds to the Department of Accounting and General Services for the Office of Enterprise Technology
Services to develop and maintain a translation tool for the State's website.

SB2
_ Landscaping; Fruit Trees; Harvest; Indemnification w0,
T reLannG To TRees. (5 ) 11162025 - Referred to GVO, WAM/IDC. AWA, DECORTE, FEVELLA Wan 10

Requires the State, to the extent practicable, to plant fruit rees in new or renovated landscaping that includes
trees. Authorizes persons to harvest fruit from those fruit trees. Provides that the State is not liable for any
injuries or ilnesses resulting from the harvesting o ingesting of fui, including food-home illness

HB300

) State Budget ca
n?.-_ o STTe o () 1202025 - Referred to FIN, referalshest L egper gy oot oY et SB473

the operating and capital improvement budget of the Executive Branch for fiscal years
2bo5-2036 dz) 26-2027.

SB‘lBZ

- LET,
(5 ) 2/27/2025 - Referred to 5T, cPN/IDC. AQuINO i

Increase

AQuIno ABN, WAM
ents to 10 cents under the deposit

Example of a 2025 Bills list in Measure Tracking

Once you are on this page — you can export to Excel and use excel tools to manage the
results, or print the page as a PDF as another way to share the information with others — if
you print to PDF, we recommend you print as landscape orientation, to keep the columns
all on one page.

Also from this view, you can click on Current Status to resort the list. Click on that column
heading twice, and it will bring the measures will most recent action at the top. This is
useful as we go through the session, especially if you have many measures on your list,
because it will push the bills that are more likely to have died (things that haven’t had an
action in many weeks) to the bottom.

And of course, you can click n the PDF on the right side of the list to see the full text via PDF
of the measure or click on the blue measure number to go to the measure summary status
page to see more information.



The First Reading vote is nothing to get excited about. All the bills pass their first vote on

the floor.

First
Reading

Constitutional
requirement:
Bills must pass
3 readings
(votes) on the
floor of each
chamber
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You'll soon find out what
committees the bill needs to
go through...

After the bill is introduced, it will soon get its committee referral in its originating chamber
(the House for HBs, the Senate for SBs) — the list of committees the bill will go through in
order to survive. It could be that our bill is referred to three committees, or to two, or
maybe just one. Sometimes, the committees may be asked to meet together (a joint
referral). In any case, this list of committees is called the ‘committee referral’ and once we

know what committees a bill needs to go through, we can use our voice to influence things.
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Your Voice
Ask for a Public Hearing

Chair decides which
bills will get a hearing —
there is limited time!

We can ask for a public hearing. We'll have to move quickly — those deadlines come up
fast! Committees need to give at least 48-hours notice of a public hearing and the
committees don’t all meet every day of the week.

Are there other people we can get to join our call for a hearing? If so, you’ll want them to
help you move the bill forward —
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Go to the person with the
power:
chair of the committee

We ask the person with the power — the chair of that first committee — to have the bill
heard, considered by the committee.

Getting your bill scheduled for a committee hearing is a big step — many bills never get that
far. Contact the committee chair’s office and just ask — “Would you please make sure to
schedule [bill number] for a hearing? | think it’s important because...” They should be
upfront with you about whether they will. The chair’s office has a lot of things to consider —
your bill is one among many that have been referred to the committee, and they’ve only
got so much time to hear bills.

When a bill is scheduled for a hearing, a hearing notice is published and distributed to let
everyone know what’s being discussed. This is the opportunity the public has been waiting
for to provide testimony.
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If it doesn’t get
heard, it will miss
deadlines and
will “die in
committee” (the

fate of most bills)

If the chair doesn’t like your bill or doesn’t think it’s a priority and won’t schedule it, it will
just sit there while deadlines go by, and it will be left behind.

If the chair is not inclined to hear your bill, you may want to talk to other members of the
committee — if they’re in favor of it being heard, they may be willing to advocate to the
chair.

You can find lists of the committees and committee chairs on both the legislature’s website
(capitol.hawaii.gov) and PAR’s (LRB.hawaii.gov/PAR/).

Remember to keep your eyes open for other bills that are being heard that may cover

similar subject matter. You may want to testify on those. That involves keeping your eyes
open for hearing notices.
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If your bill does get
scheduled for a public
hearing...

If a bill you’re interested in does get scheduled for a public hearing, you’ve got another
chance to use your voice...
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Your Voice
Testify!

Who testifies?
Executive Departments, Interest
Groups, Lobbyists, Public

Testify! Offer your opinion on whether the bill is a good idea.

Your testimony at those committee meetings can be very helpful to the committee
members. Don’t make them have to come to decisions on legislation all on their own!
Members of the public can offer a tremendous amount of experience, expertise, and
variety of viewpoints that help to make better laws for us all. Also testifying will be
executive departments, interest groups, and paid lobbyists.

Just a head’s up: there’s never as much time as you think you need to prepare your
testimony! Just do the best you can and see if you can get other people who care about the
issue to offer their testimony, too. The deadline is usually just 24-hours prior to the hearing.
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Testimony information appears at the
end of the hearing notice.

THE SENATE
THE THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2021

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair

NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE Wednesday, March 17, 2021

TIME 9:30 AM

PLACE: Conference Room 229 & Videoconference

o :g‘jpﬁf:gfsgc‘i‘; HB 78, HD1 RELATING TO THE UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION OF  CPN, WAM
you w HSCRO21 HIGH-VOLTAGE ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES.
(HSCR921) Eliminates the requirement for a public utility to seek approval
A live stream of all § Status & from the public utilities commission for the underground
Testimony construction of high-voltage electric transmission lines if certain
Clig conditions are met. Effective 7/1/2050. (HD1)

HB 459, HD2 o ) - )
HSCRES1 Decision Making to follow, if time permits.
Status & All testimony received by the Hawai'i Senate is posted on the Hawai'i Legislature's website, which is accessiblg
Testimony the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public.
Persons wishing to submit written testimony or request to testify via videoconference may do so up to 24 hours}
HB 940, HD2 prior to the hearing.
(HSCR880) Click here to submit written testimony.
Status &
Testimony If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please sign in to your account on the Legislatur
website, then click on the "Testimony” icon on the home page. Detailed step-by-step instructions are available
HB 171, HD1 the testimony submittal page. They are also posted on the Legislature’s website here.

Please note the following:

The hearing notice lists the time and place it will meet and which measures are being
considered.

Guidelines and the testimony deadline appear at the end of the hearing notice.



No rules

on what your written
testimony

looks or sounds like.

That's up to you.

In submitting written testimony, there’s no set rule as to what it should look like. That’s up
to you. We do encourage you to try to keep it to a page or two. Try to make the main points
immediately apparent.

Keep in mind committees may impose time limits for in person testimony especially in
cases where they have a long agenda, another reason to put your most important points at
the beginning of your testimony.

QR code goes to PAR Engagement 101 webpage: https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/engagement-
101/

This webpage has information for signing up for an account on the Legislature’s website to
be able to signup for hearing notices and walks through the steps of submitting testimony.
There’s even a template for testimony (just a suggestion on how to get started), if you want
it.
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Written Testimony

* Bill number
* YOUr name
« Are you for or against the bill?

* Why? Remember...
 Stories are great

» Use your own words

« Keep it short

* You don’t have to be an expert

Include the essentials: the bill number, your name, whether you are for or against the
measure, and where you’re coming from. (Are you an expert? Great. But that’s not
necessary. Maybe you have an experience you’d like to share. Or maybe you’re motivated
by your moral or religious beliefs. Let them know where you’re coming from.)

It’s useful to clearly state if you are for or against the measure.

So, remember... You don’t have to be an expert. Stories are great. Use your own words.
Keep it short. Type up your testimony and save it as a file on your computer. Now you’re
ready to submit it! (Don’t have time for that? No worries — there’s a place on the webform
in which you can type your testimony.
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[ Edit Account | [>Llog OQut

Hawal'i State Legislature

)
M

[ Advanced Search @ Help

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS - PARTICIPATE - LAWS & RESEARCH - HELP & INFO ~

You are signed in as johngcitizenhawaii@gmail. com

O A a8 Q

Submit Testimony Hearing Notifications Measure Tracking Edit Account Find Legislator

SUBMIT TESTIMONY

Testimeny being submitted by John Q Citizen- (jehngcitizenhawaii@gmail.com)

Enter Bill or Measure and click Continue By using our online testimony submission process, you agree
to the terms below.

Examples: HBI0O or $B123 (not case

Plecse note T=yes BTonger receive email confirmation of This privacy statement applies to the Hawai'i State Legislature

testimony. If your testimony is green in the list below, then it was Website, www.capitol hawaii.gov, operated jointly by the

successfully submitted and received. Hawai'i State Senate and House of Representatives. The
Website is designed to promote open access to information
and records of the Hawai'i State Legislature and its members.

Ngsitive)
Enter a bill or measure to continue.

View Instructions | See our Help page

ELAUE L The Website has been designed to minimize the need to
provide personal information as a condition to accessing
- Not yet submitted information and services available on the website. Some

Then, enter the bill number you want to testify on. Don’t put in any spaces between the
letters and numbers, and don’t add on any draft numbers. Review the terms listed on the
right. All testimony is public and will be posted to the website. Click on “Continue”.

You won’t be able to submit testimony until a hearing is scheduled. If a hearing is
scheduled, after hitting continue the testimony submission form will appear.
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SUBMIT TESTIMONY @

Testimony being submitted by John Q Citizen- (johngcitizenhawaii@gmailcom)

Enter Bill or Measure and click
Continue

Bill Committee Room Date/Time

Examples: HB100 or SB123 (not
case sensitive)

Please note that you will no longer
receive email confirmation of
testimony. If your testimony is green in
the list below, then it was successfully
submitted and received. Testifier's Full N\ame

(First and Last)

Please Submit testimony, John Q Citizen
Save Progress, or click Clear

*If planning on testifying via Zoom, this name must match
above to show Your

your Zoom name exactly.

Testimony list.

Your position on SB16
O 1 Support

O 83 Oppose

O [@ Comments Only

The bill’'s hearing information will appear along with a submission form.

Proceed to fill out the form that appears.

If you are requesting the opportunity to testify remotely, make sure that the “Testifier’s Full
Name” field at the top of the form has the name of the person who will be offering Zoom
testimony — the Zoom identity must match this field.

You’ll need to click on the little circle to indicate your position on the measure — do you

support, oppose, or are you just offering comments (no position on the bill, but offering
information or perspective).
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OIS Ty

Testifying: ®

® As an individual citizen
C On behalf of an organization (name of government
agency, organization, or business you are representing)

Public Access Room

How will you be testifying? more info
Zoom option disables 24 hrs before hearing

' In person & submitting written testimony
O Remotely via Zoom & submitting written testimony

® Written testimony only

Please submit your written testimony using ONE of the two
options listed below.

+ Acceptable document filetype extensions: .doc, .docy, .paf,
rtf, xt, .odt

« Attachments 20ME max

+ Attachments will NOT be saved and must be attached at
time of submission

File Upload: | Choose File | Mo file chosen

—-OR--
Your testimony/comments on SBI6

@ @ @ = L= 0 R

Then, indicate whether you’re testifying as an individual or on behalf of an organization and
whether you’ll just be submitting written testimony or if you wish to also offer oral
testimony, either in person or remotely via Zoom.

Now you’re ready to add your written testimony.



W WTIen testmany onty

®

Please submit your written testimony using ONE of the two
options listed below.

« Acceptable document filetype extensions: .doc, .docx, pdf,

rtf, txt, .odt Ei.l.h er

« Attachments 20MB max

Y O U C O n + Attachments will NOT be saved and must be attached at | d f' |
time of submission U p O O O I e

Type yo U r File Upload: Mo file chosen O R

——OR--

-I-eS -I-i m O ny Your testimony/comments on SBI&
CRCRCIE S = N EM=E QX 'I' e Our
here. = by

\ < »e= = testimony in
the box.

Testimony in Strong Support of SB16

My name is John Citizen, and | think this is important T h ‘I' m
\;gis\etion and will help the people of Hawaii because. | e Sys e
.
will not allow

-
body p Characters {with HTML}: 322/20000 yo U ‘I'O d O
Save Progress l Submit ’

Once you submit, you are no longer able to edit testimony. b O 'I' h I
.

Any personal information that is contained within the
testimony will not be redacted or otherwise altered and will
be published to the Website.

You may type your testimony directly into the “Comments" box OR you can attach a file.

So, one way or the other, once you’ve either attached or typed your testimony, you're
ready to submit your testimony.

But first, review your information. Once you submit your testimony, you won’t be able to
change it, so double check that you’ve uploaded the right file, have correctly identified your
position, how you’ll be testifying, etc.

Since the testimony will be public and posted online, make sure you’re comfortable with
the information you’ll be sharing.

When you're ready, click “Submit.”
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SUBMIT TESTIMONY

Testimony being submitted by John Q Citizen- (johngcitizenhawaii@gmail.com)

Enter Bill or Measure and click

Continue How the process of posting written testimony: works:

Once your testimony is submitted and is listed in green in the
Examples: HB100 or SB123 (not sidebar, it is in our systemn. However, it is not automatically
case sensitive) posted to the website.

Senate

Written testimony submitted by the 24-hour deadline
will be posted online prior to the convening of the
public hearing.

Written testimony received after the 24-hour deadline
will be posted to the Capitol website within 24 hours
after the hearing has adjourned and may be marked
as “late”.

Please note that you will no longer
receive email confirmation of
testimony. If your testimony is greenin

the list below, then it was successfully
submitted and recsived

The hearing committee gathers all "on-time”
testimony in the system for a particular bill, which is
testimony submitted at least 24 hours before the
hearing, and compiles it into a single document. Staff
- Successfully submitted will try to incorporate additional testimony received

¥ Support 13 Oppose [ Comments within 24 hours of the hearing if possible.
The hearing committee will post testimony received

Your Testimony

- Not yet submitted.

“on-time’ to the Capitol website at the beginning of
the hearing.

Testimony received after the 24-hour deadline may
be marked as “late” but will be posted to the Capitol
website as soon as possible following the hearing.

HEARING HWN 01-
26-23

SB16 View Testimony submitted after the hearing will not be
Room: CR 224 & .

(] ) considered or posted.
Videoconference
1:00 PM

Your testimony was submitted and should appear in the list to the
left. You will no longer receive email confirmation of testimony. If it
is listed in green, then it was successfully received by our system.

You'll be returned to the original “Submit Testimony” page. A green box on the left
corresponding to your hearing will appear. This indicates that your written testimony has
been successfully transmitted to the committee.



In Person Testimony

« “Chair _, Vice Chair _
and members of the

F% committee...”
%?/lj{  Short and simple (may be @

time limit)

—Introduce yourself
—State your position
—Remember fo Breathe!

« Become a trusted resource!

Here are some simple guidelines

“Chair, Vice Chair and members of the committee...” is a great way to start.

Short and simple (2-3 minutes) — there may be a time limit, honor it.
Introduce yourself and the group or organization (if any) you represent.
Clearly state your position — in favor? Opposed? Alternatives?

Be courteous, respectful, and professional

Remember to Breathe!

Don’t just read your testimony — the committee has your written words. Instead,
summarize your position, provide a point you’d like to emphasize. A short story can be very

effective.

Tell the truth and don’t exaggerate. Become a trusted resource!
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After all the
testimony has been
heard...

So now what? You've offered testimony, now you wait to see what the committee will do.
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The Commiitee may...

« Vote
« pass the bill without
changes

« pass the bill with changes

* Not vote! Defer or hold

1) The committee may vote to pass the bill just as it is, without any changes.
2) The committee may vote to pass the bill “as amended,” with changes.

3) The committee may choose not to vote — instead, the chair announces that they will
“defer” or “hold” the bill. If they haven’t set a date for decision making, this means the
bill will stay in the committee and miss the upcoming deadlines.

If the committee votes to pass the bill, the bill survives and moves forward in the legislative
process.

The person who decides which of these paths to go on? The chair of the committee.

NOTE: On rare occasions, the committee may vote on the bill and the bill fails to win the
vote; the bill would then be dead. It is much more common for a vote to be avoided if the
chair knows there will not be enough support to pass it.
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If changes have occurred...

mmm

O 0

Changes may be minor or significant

If they passed the bill with changes, they can be minor changes like correcting punctuation
and other technical changes, or major changes affecting what the bill does.
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2 Common Changes
Effective date: “1/1/3000"

Appropriate/fund: $
(blank amount)

! Note: Bill must conform to its title I
[}

The thing that constrains how much a bill can change is its title, which never changes. The
bill must always conform to its title. (for example: ...Relating to Education or ...Relating to
License Plates)

Two common changes:

* Effective date may be far in future “to ensure further discussion”: The
“defective” effective date is a mechanism to ensure that the bill goes into the
conference committee process near the end of session. There is no intention of
it going off to the governor like that.

* Dollar amounts may be blanked out: If they want to keep a dollar amount
associated with the bill, they’ll make note of it in the committee report. The final
dollar amount or appropriation details will usually be determined during the
conference committee process.

Any changes will be summarized in the committee report, published whenever a bill moves
forward out of committee.

54



If changed, it gets @
new draft number...

LEGISLATURE ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~
HBI141 HD1SD] % & @ | submiestivony | m——
Measure Title: RELATING TO FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES. HB141_SDI ni.
HB141_HDI T
Report Title: State Ethics Commission Package; Financial Disclosures; Legislators; HB141 'ﬂ_

Lobbyists; Relationships

Description: Beginning 1/1/2025, requires each state legislator to include within the

legislator's disclosure of financial interests the names of certain
lobbyists with whom the legislator has a relationship. Effective HB141_HD1_HSCR782_
1/1/2025. (SD1) HB141_SD1_SSCRI233 _

=

The amended bill will be given a new draft number.

It has still got its bill number, but now there is a new suffix indicating which draft (or
version) of the bill we're looking at. HD = House Draft, SD = Senate Draft — the number
indicates the number of times it’s been changed by that chamber. This can look a bit

confusing at first, but it really does help to make sure we’re looking at the same version of
the bill.



LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

HB2426 HD2SD2 = & @ SHemitTEsimeny
Measure Title: RELATING TO RELATIVE RESOURCE CAREGIVERS. HB2426 _SD2 '?:
HB2426_SD1 T
Report Title: DHS; Relatives; Resource Caregivers; Foster Homes; Licensing; HB2426_HD2 "}’\:
Administrative Appeal; Family Court HB2426 _HD1 “:
HB2426 i<
Description: Clarifies when a relative seeking to be a resource caregiver for a child
is entitled to an administrative appeal for the Department of Human
Services denial of a foster home license. (SD2) Committee Reports
Companion: SB3NS HB2426 _HD1_HSCR229-24_ n:
HB2426_HD2_HSCR890-24_ ";‘:
Package: Governor HB2426_SD1_SSCR3193_ )
HB2426_SD2_SSCR3656_ n;{
Current HHS, CPN -

Referral

T

H

Introducer(s):  SAIKI (Introduced by request of ancther party)

HB2426 _TESTIMONY _HUS_02-06-24_

Act: 148 HB2426_HD1_TESTIMONY _JHA-CPC_02-15-
24_

HB2426 _HD2_TESTIMONY_HHS _03-15-24_

HB2426_SD1_TESTIMONY _CPN_03-27-24_

Sort by Date Status Text
7/2/2024 S Act148,07/01/2024 (Gov. Msg. No. 1249).
Hearing Notices
7/2/2024 H Act148, on 07/01/2024 (Gov. Msg. No. 1249).
4/19/2024 H Transmitted to Governor. HUS 2/06/24 9:304 Agenda
329 VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE e
4/22/2024 s Received notice of House agreement and passage on Final Reading - 2/15/24 2:02p Agenda
(Hse. Com. No. 782). 325 VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE Wil

Here's a status page of a bill that was changed four times after introduction. Click on the bill
number at the top of the page to view the latest version of the bill itself. (Use the .pdf symbol to
view the same draft but showing page and line numbers — very useful when you want to talk with a
specific part of a bill with someone, you can easily say, page 6, line 11, for example)

On the right side of the page, you'll find links to previous versions of the measure. To get a quick
glimpse of what changes were made, check out the committee reports that are published as the
committees move the bill forward. Each committee report will summarize the changes, if any, that
were made.

You can also view the written testimony that was received at each hearing. Just click on the links,
and you'll be able to view .pdf files that present one page of testimony after another.

Under Hearing Notices, you can view the hearing notices (Agenda) as well as watch the proceedings
—inreal time, or after the fact — by clicking on the YouTube logo.

Everything that happens to the bill gets listed on its website under “Status Text”. (Unfortunately,
the site will not say “this bill is dead because it has now missed a crucial deadline.” To determine
that, you'll need to know your calendar of deadlines — or call or email PAR, and we’ll be happy to
help you out.)

QR code points to PAR’s using the Legislature’s Website webpage https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/using-
the-legislatures-website/ - look for link to “Quickview: How to Read the Bill/Measure Status
Summary Page” for a brief handout on the sections of the measure status summary page (like the
example on this slide)
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Second
Reading

Constitutional
requirement:
Bills must pass
3 readings
(votes) on the
floor of each
chamber

Yay! Your bill passed its first (or first and second) committees... Now it’s back to the floor
for Second Reading! A majority of the members present vote ‘aye.” And now we go on to
our next committee if there is one...



Your Voice
Testify! (Again)

If your bill moves forward to the nexi
commitiee... do it again!

« Ask to have it heard at the next committee

« Offer testimony at the next committee

 Tailor your testimony to the new committee

« Don’'t assume subsequent committees have
read your earlier testimony

» Repeat as necessary!

If the bill moves forward, you can ask that it be heard by the next committee. If a public
hearing is scheduled, come and testify again. You don’t have to worry about a whole new
creative writing project, instead you can use virtually the same testimony you provided at
the previous hearing. Just make sure that if the bill has changed, your testimony is still
relevant. And you may want to emphasize the parts of your testimony that address the
committee’s purview.
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Third
Reading

Constitutional
requirement:
Bills must pass
3 readings
(votes) on the
floor of each
chamber

After it’s made it through all the committees (which it must do by the First Decking
deadline), it comes back to the floor for the Third Reading. The members of the House or
Senate are given 48-hours notice of all bills coming up for Third Reading. This ensures that
they’ve had time to review them before this critical vote. The bill has to survive Third
Reading by the First Crossover deadline.



Crossover

House bills go to the
Senate
Senate bills go to the
House

If your bill survives all three readings, then it ‘crosses over’ and attempts to go through the
same process in the other chamber!

This time it will be the non-originating chamber that passes it on First Reading and then
assigns committees, and you’ll ask for the bill to be heard, just like before. Deadlines come

quickly during this part of session, and a bill must get through all three readings in the non-

originating chamber by the Second Crossover deadline.

60



folid Lines = HOUSE Bills] [Dotted Lines = SENATE Bills]
QUICK VIEW OF HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW IN HAWAII

s

And the bills
go through (== |f Sl
the same =]
processin | S5 f
the other

chamber
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" o
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I
|

So, we’ve gone down one side of the diagram, and now we start down the
other side. Now the Senate will be considering the House bills that survived
First Crossover, and the House will be considering the Senate bills that
survived.

(Note: If we were following a Senate bill, it would have to pass the Senate
committees it was referred to and three readings on the Senate floor before
First Crossover — it would then be transmitted to the House for its journey
there.)

For more information on a bill’s journey: https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-
of-the-legislative-process/a-bills-journey/ (QR code points to this webpage)
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Session moves even faster
after First Crossover...

Bills must get through their
non-originating chamber by
Second Crossover

It a bill makes it past Second
Crossover and multfiple drafts
exist..

Things move quickly after First Crossover! They must get through their committees and
three readings by the Second Crossover deadline.
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House and Senate leadership can appoint
members to Conference Committees to
find agreement on a bill that has different
House and Senate versions
(ex: HB1342 HD2 SD1)

(@ D)
Bill:
HB1342
HD2 SD1

N
G

J/

Conference committees try to reach
agreement on final version of the bill

If the House has passed one version of the bill, and the Senate has passed
another, the conference committees appointed by House and Senate
leadership for that bill will try to iron out the differences and come to an
agreement on the final version of the bill to be presented to their chambers.
For example, if the House moved forward a HD2 version, and the Senate
voted on a SD1 version: the conference committees can compare the drafts
and consider what the final version of the bill should look like.

Conference committee members (also known as ‘managers’) are usually made
up of chairs (or their designees) of the committees that heard the bill. The
subject matter committee chair (the first committee to hear the bill in each
chamber) are usually the chairs of the conference committee.
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* No guarantee that members will be
appointed or meetings scheduled

» Public, but no testimony

« Joint conference rules set by House and
Senate leadership

« Usually, only conference chairs talk

« |f bill has a money referral (o FIN or WAM),
needs final approval from money committee

* Any final version needs to be reported out
with joint conference committee report filed
by Final Decking deadline

Bills can still die here. Conference committees may fail to be appointed,
convene, or may not come to an agreement. The fate of your bill may be tied
to the fate of other bills being negotiated by other conference committees.
While the meetings are open to the public, no testimony is accepted. Instead,
advocates contact the conference members and anyone else they think may
have some influence over the outcome and focus on which particulars they
want to see in the final bill. Joint rules regarding conference are established by
House and Senate leadership. Usually, the only ones talking during conference
meetings are the conference chairs. Some conference committees may meet
repeatedly as they attempt to come to an agreement. If a bill has a money
referral (to FIN or WAM), they’ll need approval from the money committee
before reporting it out. The conferees need to come to agreement and report
the bill out by the Final Decking deadline. [If there’s an appropriation, it will
need to be reported out by the “Final Decking (Fiscal Bills)” deadline — usually
a day later than the deadline for non-money bills.]
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Your Voice

Advocate to Conferees

... and any other
legislators you've
developed a relationship
with...

While the meetings are open to the public, no testimony is received. Instead, advocates
contact the conference members and anyone else they think may have some influence over
the outcome. Advocates may focus on which particulars they want to see in the final bill.

The conferees need to come to agreement by the Final Decking deadline. For the budget
and other appropriations bills, you'll see that there’s a “Final Decking (Fiscal Bills)”
deadline.
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Final Reading

Both chambers must vote on
final version of bill
by the end of session
(a.k.a. adjournment sine die)

Finally, if the bill emerges from conference committee with a conference draft (CD1), that
new version of the bill must be voted on by both the House and the Senate. The Final
Reading must take place by the end of session (adjournment sine die) and members must
be given 48 hours notice before the vote.
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Your Voice 2

y

Let the Governor
know your view

But it’s not over yet! The Governor has a say in whether the bill becomes law. You may
want to let the Governor know that he should sign the bill into law — or let him know if you
want it vetoed! If it does get signed (or not vetoed by a certain date), the bill becomes an
act of law that governs the state of Hawaii. The date the law goes into effect is specified in
the last section of the bill.

Note: If the bill is vetoed, there’s still an opportunity for it to become law — the House and
Senate can reconvene in special session, and if both chambers override the veto with a 2/3
vote, the bill is enacted. The legislature also has the option of amending a vetoed bill to
meet the governor’s objections; it then becomes law if the governor signs it.
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If it doesn’t succeed...
Don’t give up -

get ready for next year'’s session!

Only about 10% of proposed bills make it all the way through the process.

If your bill dies...keep at it and remember that “many hands make light work.” The process
is often long and complicated, so having other people involved will both increase your
chances and keep you from burning out. Go over what happened during this year’s session
and get ready for next year. Many ideas take more than one session to get to the end of
the process — they can be adjusted and reintroduced.

It’s disappointing to a bill you are in favor of die. It helps to remember the bright side — Did
a hearing spark good discussion on an issue? Raise awareness? ldentify potential allies?
Often, you can take a step back and find some progress that’s been made.

Even though the process of making a law may seem slow (it can take years) and is often
frustrating, the process keeps a lot of “bad” legislation from coming into law. Just read
through the descriptions of all the bills introduced at the start of session — you’re sure to
see some things you disagree with!
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Before you know if...

It'll be the 3'"9 Wednesday in
January,

And the whole process begins
again®...

*Actually, it's a two-year cycle that
follows the elections...

We didn’t want to confuse you at the outset, but if your bill dies in an odd-numbered year,
the first year of the 2-year legislative cycle (a biennium), it’s not really dead(!).

In the first year of a biennium, any bill that didn’t pass out of the legislature actually just
goes into a coma. We say that it “died” but it’s actually a potential “zombie” that could
come back to life. In the 2" year, in addition to all the new bills legislators will introduce,
bills from the 1%t year can be revived at exactly the same place they “died.”

BUT at the end of the even-numbered year, the 2" year of the biennium, if it hasn’t passed
into law, it is really truly finally absolutely totally DEAD.

We'll have elections in November of the even-numbered year, and a new biennium begins
the following January with all new bills introduced.

That’s no reason to stop your campaign, though. Remember, more than just a specific bill,
you’re advocating for an idea! You can make a list of what you’d like a bill to do, take it to a
legislator, ask that person to introduce a bill for you the following year... and it starts all
over again.
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Biennial Legislature

*In odd-numbered years (after elections),
it starts afresh with all new bills

*In even-numbered years, new bills are
introduced (with higher bill numbers) plus
the bills from the previous session that
didn't make it - they can keep moving

* But if no new action is taken, they will die

In the first year of a biennium (odd-numbered year), any bill that didn’t pass
out of the legislature and ‘died’ along the way isn’t actually dead — it becomes
a “carryover” bill that could come back to life in the second year (even-
numbered year). In the second year, in addition to all the new bills legislators
will introduce, bills from the first year can be revived at exactly the same place
they were at the end of session. (Note: Often nothing happens to a carryover
bill.) At the end of the second-year session, any bill that hasn’t passed into law
is completely dead. We’'ll have elections in November, and a new biennium
begins the following January with all new bills introduced.

Remember, more than just a specific bill, you’re advocating for an idea! During
the interim, meet with legislators and allies to talk about your strategy next
year. You may want to have a new bill introduced that incorporates some
concerns that came up this session. You may want to ask for just part of what
the original bill asked for. In any case, use the interim to get ready for next
January. PAR’s open year-round, too. So don’t hesitate to contact us if we can
be of help.
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Confused?
Noft to PAR is happy to help!

Welia%!

We know it all can seem a bit overwhelming and confusing. This is a lot of information! But
the Public Access Room was established by the legislature as a resource to help to answer
any of your questions and help you understand and learn more about the process.
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Public

Public Access Access
Room (PAR)

» Help, information, and training at no charge
« Non-partisan
* Lots of resources!

» Guidance on process

» Computers with internet

» Wireless access & recharge station

» Helpful handouts

+ Website (Irb.hawaii.gov/par) EEE
« Workshops and tutorials (YouTube) ‘ )
* Infographics on Facebook and Instagram DL

We are non-partisan, dealing exclusively in process and never in policy considerations.
There is never a fee for our services — we’re supported by your tax dollars. You can come to
PAR to use one of the public computers or the printer, have a small meeting, get copies of
your testimony, or watch a hearing remotely. We have tables for you to work on your
laptop (there’s free wifi throughout the building) or recharge your devices. Or perhaps just
sit and relax a while. We can answer your questions and point you to resources. We also
offer workshops and tutorials so you can learn more.

More information on LRB can be found on the website: https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/
QR code goes to https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/
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PAR's Website

Publi

A C C e SS As you make your voice heard at the Capital, you'll want to learn more about how things operate. Within
this section, you'll find an overview of what it takes for a bill to become law in Hawaii and some of the

R mechanics of session.

.

website...

Legislative Links

dea to Introduction: The Birth of
2 Bill

it Take for 2 Bill to
2w in Hawaii?

What does it Take to
Change a Law in
Hawaii?

ou have an idea for a bill?

information you may find helpful if
|
inthe tate

Idea to Introduction: the Birth of a Bill
What Does it Take for a Bill to
Become a Law in Hawaii?

HTTP://LRB.HAWAII.GOV/PAR

The Legislature’s website has become quite a wonderful resource. We can teach people
how to use the website.

QR code goes to main Public Access Room webpage: Irb.hawaii.gov/par



New from PAR
for 2026:

https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/
overview-of-the-
legislative-process/

Room

N U\\K“\k e

'\\'3_\_\( Advocate’s Guide
M) Table of Contents

Part 1: Overview
Chapter 1: Hawaii State Legislature
Chapter 2: How a Bill Becomes a Law
Chapter 3: What’s in a Bill
Chapter 4: On the Floor: Chamber Proceedings
Chapter 5: Other Measures
Chapter 6: Once a Bill Becomes Law

Part 2: Actions
Chapter 1: Proposing an Idea for a Bill
Chapter 2: Committee Hearings
Chapter 3: Participating in Hearings
Chapter 4: Finding & Tracking Bills
Chapter 5: Advocacy Outside of Hearings

80+ pages of practical guidance

Our new advocates guide is available on our website.

QR code points to: https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-legislative-process/ visit to

find the Advocate’s Guide
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PAR’s Current Legislature
Webpage

LRB - Publi

Current Legislature

Find calendars, lists, maps, and more using the links below. For information on current bills, hearings, and floor sessions,

visit the Legislature’s website at capitol hawaiigov”.

Calendars and Deadlines | House and Senate | Senate | House of Representatives

Calendars and Deadlines House and Senate

B Legislative [
Room/Phone/

https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/current-legislature/
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PAR’'s Resource_s

PAR informs the
Public through

« Handouts

« Workshops

« Social Media
* Instagram
« Facebook
* YouTube

« Answering
phone calls
& emails

We use infographics to explain the process.



UPCOMING PAR  E
200M WORKSHOPS &

https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/workshops/

at the Hawaii State

Legislature T

Legislative Calendar
& Deadlines

uuuuu L

Get to Know the

Legislature’'s Website
12-1

uuuuu

Can’t attend?
Register via Zoom
and we’'ll email the
recording link and
post to PAR’s
YouTube channel

Your Voice: Participating

PAR's Upcoming Workshops
|

Upcoming PAR
Zoom
Workshops

Staff are invited to attend PAR public training as well

77



Public Access Room (PAR)

(808) 587-0478

State Capitol,

Room 401
par@capitol.hawaii.gov

2 Hawaii Public Access Room
n PublicAccessRoom

@ publicaccessroom

https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par

Contact us with any questions, or if you’d like more information.

Public Access Room (PAR)

(808) 587-0478

room 401

par@-capitol.hawaii.gov

YouTube: Hawaii Public Access Room
Facebook: PublicAccessRoom
Instagram: publicaccessroom
Website https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par
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