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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for joining us for this “Using the Interim” presentation.
In this presentation, we’ll talk about some of the things that happen during the interim and how you can best use this time to prepare for next year’s session.
The business of lawmaking is a year-round process, and the interim is an important part of that process.

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov

Topics of Discussion

Governor’s Role & Deadlines

How to Find the Acts (and the Law)
Regrouping and Reassessing

Working with Legislators During the Interim
Brief information on past Special Sessions

Q&A



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this presentation, we’re going to talk about the following topics:
The Governor’s Role in the bill-to-law process and his deadlines for this year in reviewing bills passed by the Legislature.
Finding the Acts and other relevant information on bills passed.
Regrouping and reassessing after Session
Working with Legislators in the Interim.
A little bit of observation on past special sessions.
And we’ll finish the discussion with a Q&A.



Governor’s Role
 Procedure for enactment is defined in Article I,

Section 16 of the Hawaii State Constitution

* Approval or Veto

 How to contact the Governor



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s start by talking about the Governor’s role in the bill-to-law process. The Governor plays a very important role in the enactment of state legislation. When a bill successfully passes through the Legislature, it needs to be presented to the Governor (except constitutional amendments)

The procedure for enactment, which is defined in Article III, Section 16 of the Hawaii State Constitution, varies based on when a bill is delivered to the Governor and the Governor’s subsequent action or inaction in considering the bill. We’ll discuss that in the next slide.

Every bill that passes the legislature is certified by the presiding officers and clerks of both houses and presented to the Governor.  If the governor approves it, the governor will sign it and it will become law.  If the governor does not approve the bill, he may return it, with his objections to the legislature.  Except for items appropriated to be expended by the judicial and legislative branches, the governor can veto any specific item or items in any bill which appropriates money for specific purposes by striking out or reducing the same; but shall veto other bills, if at all, only as a whole.

The Legislature can successfully override a veto in special session by a 2/3 vote in each chamber. The Legislature can also amend a bill to answer the governor's objections. For it to become law, a majority of the members in each chamber would be required to vote in favor of the amended bill, and the governor would then have 10 days to sign it.

You can contact the Governor to express support or opposition on bills that have been sent to him. We’ll show you how to do that a few slides in.



Governor’s Deadlines

MAY 2 JULY 9

Last day to
Adjournment Sine Die « SIGN bills,
(Last Day of Session)

« VETO bills, or
« ALLOW BILLS TO BECOME
LAW WITHOUT SIGNATURE

JULY 9TH:

J U N E 2 4 Deadline for the Governor to deliver the veto.
o The Legislature can override a veto with
2/3 vote In each chamber in special
session, but must convene before noon

Last day for the on July 9™
Governor to submit

intent to veto list to the
Legislature
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The Governor has until Jully 9th (45th day after adjournment sine die) to either sign a bill into law, to veto it, or allow it to become law automatically. If the governor intends to veto a bill, he needs to let the legislature know by June 24 2025.

PAR’s Governor’s Deadline handout can be accessed from our Current Legislature webpage – under the Calendar and Deadlines section.
QR code points to PAR’s Current Legislature webpage: https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/current-legislature/


Constitution of the State of Hawaii
Article Ill, Section 16

Section 16. Every bill which shall have passed the legislature shall be certified by the presiding officers and
clerks of both houses and shall thereupon be presented to the governor. If the governor approves it, the
governor shall sign it and it shall become law. If the governor does not approve such bill, the governor may
return it, with the governor’s objections to the legislature. Except for items appropriated to be expended by
the judicial and legislative branches, the governor may veto any specific item or items in any bill which

appropriates money for specific purposes by striking out or reducing the same; but the governor shall veto
other bills, if at all, only as a whole.
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https://lrb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articleiii

Example bill of line item vetos in an appropriations bill (HB2619 of 2024):
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2619&year=2024


Contacting the Governor
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If you want to contact the governor regarding legislation that has been sent by the legislature, you can use the link from the legislature’s website, which is located on the bottom of the homepage, or you can get there directly by going to governor.hawaii.gov.



Contacting the Governor

& 2% governor.hawaii.gov
Office of the Governor

GOVERNOR ]GSH GRE EN, M.D. Search this site
Ke Ke'ena O Ke Kia‘dina

Home About Governor Green * News ¥ ContactUs ¥ ) Getlinvolved Newsletter Priorities «

ADDRESSING © |
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From the homepage of the governor’s website select the “contact us” tab to get to the contact page.



Contacting the Governor

« C 2z governor.hawail.gov/contact-us/ o P = @ Cf
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Once here, you can request a bill signing (if you supported a bill that made it) or using the contact the governor box to ask for his support or opposition on a bill sent by the legislature.
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< c 22 governorhawaii.gov/comments-on-legislation/

Home About Governor Green * News ¥ ContactUs ¥ GetlInvolved Newsletter Priorities ¥

Home » Comments on Legislation

COMMENTS ON LEGISLATION

Bill Number (Ex. HB00O01)

Submit testimony to the Legislature at the capitol website www.capitol.hawaii.gov
Don't know the bill number? Visit the Capitol website for a listing of bills

https:/fwww.capitol. hawaii.gov/

Prefix * v Position * w
First name *
Message *
Last name *
Street Address
Attachment

Street Address Line 2

City [©) Drag and drop your file here or browse

o o
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State / Province / Region
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Picture of the Governor’s office – comments on legislation contact form


Finding the 2025 Acts
{4 Havar St Lot T T —
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2025 DOCUMENT INDEX

“REPORTS & LISTS”
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My Legislature Hearings Live & On-Demand Reports & Lists
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To see what’s happening with all the bills that were sent to the governor, click on the “Laws & Research” subject heading, then the "Reports and Lists” Icon on the website. 



Finding the 2025 Acts

Legislature

Resclutions Adopted

Constitutional Amendment bills that passed in final form

Constitutional Amendment bills yvet to pass in final form

Governor's Actions

Bills Pending_Governor's Action

Bills signed by the Governor

Bills that became law without Governor's signature

Governor's Intent to Veto

Bills vetoed by the Governor

List of Veto Overrides

Bills that Passed Legislature (Report complete after all bills are sent to the Governor)

Scroll down the Reports
& Lists page until you
see the box titled
“Governor’s Actions”
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On the “Reports and Lists page, scroll down to “Governor’s Actions.” The first link is to the 2025 Acts. You can also find links to other information on bills enrolled/transmitted by the Legislature. The links will update as the Governor takes action on the pending bills.



Finding the 2025 Acts

Acts

Deadline Tracking

Export to Excel Export to C5V Back to report selection screen 80 records refurned.

Hawaii State

Act# Measure Status Current Status Introducer(s)
HB1440 HD1
eqgislative Agencies; Appropriations; General Fund Expenditure Ceiling Exceeded ($) (H) 3/13/2005- Act 001, on HAKAMURA
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE LEGISLATURE, THE AUDITOR, THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAL, THE OMBUDSMAN, AND THE ETHICS COMMISSION. 03/12/2025 {Gov. Msg. No.
Appropriates funds to provide for the expenses of the Legislature, Auditor, Legislative Reference Bureau, Ombudsman, and Ethics Commiission. Declares that certain appropriations will further excesd the state general fund expenditure ceiling for fiscal year 2024-2025. 1101).
(HD1)
HB998
: e ) o H) 4/11/2025- Act 002, on
%) 2  Citations; Misdemeanor; Petty Misdemeanor; Violation Eqr-)mfzuﬁ (Gov. Msg. Ne Dot L e D T
a = ov. Msg. No. another party)
RELATING TO CONTENTS OF CITATIONS. 1102).
Clarifies that the omission of certain information or any error in a dtation does not constitute ground for dismissal of a charge or for reversal of a conviction, if the omission or error did not prejudice the defendant.
HB145 HD1 TARNAS, BELATTI, GARRETT,
" e e o H) 4/11/2025- Act 003, on y
E 3  Aftorney General; HCIDC; Judiciary; Expungement Orders Eqr-)mfzuﬁ (Gov. Msg. No. ﬁﬁ';‘gﬂ”ﬁ'ggﬂf“ﬂ&ﬂ%o%‘;%ﬂg
L - " r r L
RELATING TO EXPUNGEMENT. 1103). SOUZA, TAKAYAMA, TAKENOUCHI, TA
Authorizes the Hawaii Criminal Justice Data Center to transmit all expungement orders to the Judidiary to effectuate the purposes of Act 159, SLH 2023, (HD1) ' ’
HB386
b - - . S H) 4/11/2025- Act 004, on
1) 4  Honolulu Prosecuting Attorney Package; Criminal Offenses; Offenses Relating to Drugs and Intoxicating Compounds; Fentanyl Eqr-)mfzuﬁ (Gov. Msg. Ne Dot L e D T
o = ov. Msg. No. another party)
RELATING TO DANGEROUS DRUGS. 1104).
Conforms fentanyl to the possession offense thresholds for methamphetamine, heroin, morphine, and cocaine.
. HB132 HD1 . . _ _ _ _ (H) 4/11/2025- Act005, on  TARNAS, BELATTI, GRANDINETTL,
E 5§  AG; Expungement; Pilot Project; Promoting_of a Detrimental Drug_in the Third Degree; Schedule V Substances 04/10/2025 {Gov. Msg. No. TWAMOTO, KAPELA, KUSCH, LEE, M,
- RELATING TO EXPUNGEMENT. 1105). MARTEN, PERRUSO, POEPOE, Matayo:
Amends the Department of the Attomey General pilot project for a state-initiated expungement process of arrest records concerning promoting a detrimental drug in the third degree to indude the possession of any schedule V substance in any amount. (HD1)
HB408
: _—— . _ _ H) 4/11/2025- Act 006, on
%) @  Office of Elections Package; Voter Registration; Deadlines; Forms Eqr-)mfzuﬁ (Gov. Msg. N Dot L e D T
o 2 ov. Msg. No. another party)
RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION. 1106).
Extends the deadline to register to vote by mail from 30 to 10 days prior to a primary or general election. Repeals obsolete language regarding permanent absentes ballots.
SB1341
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism; Hawaii State Energy Office; Public Utilities Commission; Energy Data Collection Program; HIEMA; OHS; Critical Infrastructure Protection; Emergency (H:] 4/11/2025 Act 007, on KOUGHI (Introduced b t of
EE,-_ T Management 04/10/2025 (Gov. Meg. No. Kouen éar:tg uced by request of
RELATING TO ENERGY INDUSTRY INFORMATION REPORTING. 1107).
Adds the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security to the list of agendies that may examine the energy industry information statements submitted pursuant to section 4863-3, HRS. Adds the promotion of emergency management and
critical infrastructure protection as relevant purposes of the Energy Data Collection Program.
SB1382
- R R HJ} 4/11/2025- Act 008, on
: Militia; National Guard; Assault in the Second Degree Equ)lofzu25 (Gov. Msg. No. AT JE| R
= O

RELATING TO THE MATIONAL GUARD.
Specifies that intentionally or knowingly causing bodily injury to a natienal guard member in the performance of duty is a dass C felony.

1108).

ancther party)
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This is how it’ll look like in the report. Click on the Act number to see the Governor’s Message and the Act…



Finding the 2025 Acts

GOV. MSG. NO. 1101

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE'TENA O KE KIA'AINA

JOGH GREEM, WD
A0 ERMOR
HE K hing

March 12, 2025

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate,

and Members of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

The Honorable Nadine Nakamura
Speaker, and Members of the
House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
State Capitol, Foom 431
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:
This is to inform you that on March 12, 2025, the following bill was signed into law:

HE 1440 HD1 MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO PROVIDE
FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE
LEGISLATURE, THE AUDITOR, THE
LEGISTATIVE REFERENCE BUREAL, THE
OMBUDSMAN, AND THE ETHICS
COMMISSION,
ACT 001

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025

1440
STATE OF HAWAI H . B . NO ., HDA

A BILL FOR AN ACT

MAKING APFROFRIATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE
LEGISLATURE, THE AUDITOR, THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE EUREAU,
THE OMBUDSMAM, AND THE ETHICS COMMISSION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAIIL:

SECTION 1. In accordance with szection 9 of article VII of
the Conscitution of the State of Hawaii and sections 37-91 and
37-93, Hawaii Revised Statutes, the legislature has determined
that the general fund expenditure ceiling for fiscal year
2024=2025 has already been exceeded by 58,551,735, or 1.0 par
cent. The appropriations contained in sectioms 2, 3, and 13 of
this Act will cause the state general fund expenditure ceiling
for fiscal year 2024-2025 to be [urther exceeded by 530,334,159,

or 1.0 per cent. This declaration takes into account the


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And it will look like this…. If you clicked the number 1 on the previous screen you’ll see the the governor’s message and the bill approved by the governor with the act number on the upper right portion of the bill.

If you clicked the PDF icon to the right of the number 1, you’ll see the most current version of the bill that the Legislature passed



Pending Bills

Governor's Actions

N

Acts

Bills Pending_Governor's Action

SN—

Bills signed by the Governor

Bills that became law without Governor's signature

Governor's Intent to Veto

Bills vetoed by the Governor

List of Veto Overrides
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Here’s a better look the Governor’s Actions portion of the Reports and Lists page. If you clicked on the Bill’s pending Governor’s Action link. It will take you to that report.



Pending Bills

Bills Pending Governor's Action

Deadiine Tracking

m Export to Excel Export to C5V Back to report selection screen 241 records refumed.

Measure Status

Current Status

Introducer(s)

Current Referral Companion

&

HB1483 HD1 SD1 CD2

RELATING TO FIREWORKS.
Establishes various criminal offenses and penalties related to fireworks or articles pyrotechnic. Amends multiple definitions and penalties for fireworks offenses, induding heightened penalties if another person suffers substantial bodily injury, serious bodily injury, or death as
a result of the fireworks offenses. Adds fireworks infractions to the existing adjudication of infractions process for traffic and emergency period infractions. (CD2)

(H) 5/2/2025- Transmitted to
Governor.

MATAYOSHI, AMATO, BELATTI, CHUN,
COCHRAN, EVSLIN, GARRETT,
GRANDINETTI, TLAGAN, KILA, KITAGAWA,
KUSCH, LA CHICA, LAMOSAQ, LEE, M.,
LOWEN, MARTEN, MATSUMOTO, MIYAKE,
PERRIUSO, POEPOE, QUINLAN, SAYAMA,
SHIMIZU, SOUZA, TAKAYAMA, TAM,
TARNAS, TEMPLO

PSM/IDC, WAM

SB15 SD1 HD2 CD1

Historic Preservation; Historic Property; Exclusions

(s) 5/2/2025- Enrolled to

31-:. RELATING TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION. e JHUNIE LEE
Amends the definition of “historic property” to require that the property is over fifty years old and meets the criteria for inclusion in the Hawaii Register of Historic Places. Excludes proposed projects on existing residential property and proposed projects that are in nominally
sensitive areas from the State's Historic Preservation Program review, under certain drcumstances. (CD1)
SB30 HD2 CD1
#Y Mopeds; Safety Equipment; Safety Helmet; Requirement (s) sl2/2025~ Enrolled to CHANG TRN, JHA
“* RELATING TO MOPEDS. Governor.
Prohibits persons under the age of sixteen from driving a moped. Reguires all persons driving a moped to wear a safety helmet, regardless of age. {CD1)
SB31 SD2 HD2 CD1
. Property;_Discriminatory Restrictive Covenants; Invalidation of Covenants; Immunity gs) 5/2/2025- Enrolled to %é‘ﬁﬁﬁs;ﬁ’;ﬁgﬁsﬁ;ﬁﬁ“ HSG, JHA
“* RELATING TO PROPERTY. Lot et !
Authorizes a person who discovers a recorded discriminatory restrictive covenant to take certain actions, without liability, to invalidate the covenant. Defines discriminatory restrictive covenant. (CD1)
SB38 SD2 HD2 CD1
T-‘ HHFDC; Housing Development; Counties; Stricter Conditions; Fee Waivers (s) 5/2/2025~ Enrolled to CHANG, FEVELLA, HASHIMOTO, SAN HEG, THA HB527
%3 RELATING TO HOUSING. Governor. BUENAVENTURA ' e
Requires the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation to provide counties with an opportunity to comment on certain housing development projects. Prohibits the legislative body of a county from imposing stricter conditions than the Hawaii Housing Fimance
and Development Corporation, stricter area median income requirements, or a reduction in fee waivers to housing development proposals that would increase the cost of the project. (CD1)
" SB65 SD2 HD1 CD1 ( ) _ lled CHANG, FEVELLA, FUKUNAGA, GABBARD,
Y HPHA; Rehabilitation, Remodeling, Renovation, Repair; Public Housing; Appropriations (5) a0 g Enredlio HASHIMOTO, MCKELVEY, MORTWAKI, HSG, FIN HB307
-

RELATING TOQ HOUSING.
Appropriates funds to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority for the rehabilitation, remodeling, renovation, and repair of housing units. (CD1)

Governor.

RHOADS, SAN BUENAVENTURA, Wakai

%2

SB66 SD2 HD3 CD1

Housing;_Counties; Permits; Permitting Agencies; Licensed Professionals; Expedited Permit; Applications; Requirements

RELATING TO HOUSING.

Establishes procedures and reguirements for single-family and multi-family housing project applicants to apply for an expedited permit, including requirements for completeness of expedited permit applications, duties of licensed professionals and the counties during
construction, and applications for owner-builder exemptions. Takes effect 7/1/2026. Sunsets 6/30/2031. (CD1)

(s) 5/2/2025 Enrolled to

Governor.

CHANG, FEVELLA, GABBARD,
HASHIMOTO, SAN BUENAVENTURA,
Walai

HSG, WAL, JHA
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Bills Pending Governor’s Actions: looks like this. You can use these links to see all the bills that the governor hasn’t acted on. The measures in this list will decrease as action is taken. 



Measure Status Text

HBI440 HD1 2 & © _ All Versions of this Measure

Measure Title: MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE HB1440 HDI
LEGISLATURE, THE AUDITOR, THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU, THE HB1440
OMBUDSMAN, AND THE ETHICS COMMISSION.

heihe:

Committee Reports

Report Title: Legislative Agencies; Appropriations; General Fund Expenditure
Ceiling Exceeded ($)
HB1440 HD1 HSCRI82
Description: Appropriates funds to provide for the expenses of the Legislature, HE1440 HD1 SSCR709
Auditor, Legislative Reference Bureau, Ombudsman, and Ethics
Commission. Declares that certain appropriations will further exceed
the state general fund expenditure ceiling for fiscal year 2024-2025. Testimony
(HD1)

e ihe

HB1440 TESTIMONY FIN 02-04-25
HB1440 HDI1 TESTIMONY WAM 02-18-25

Companion:

Package: None
Hearing Notices
Current WAM
Referral FIN 2/04/25 2:00P Agenda
308 VIA VIDECCONFERENCE Youl [T
Introducer(s):  NAKAMURA WAM 2‘“8;25 10008 Agenca
CR 211 & Videoconference N Tube

Status Text \

H Act 001, on 03/12/2025 (Gov. Msg. No. 1101). \

3/13/2025

3/13/2025 S Act 001, 03/12/2025 (Gov. Msg. No. 1101).

7/2025 H Transmitted to Governor. /
2(27/2025 H Re enate (Sen. Com. No. 18).
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If you just want to follow your own bill, look it up like you usually would and you can see the updates on your bill’s status page, where the history is updated to include the bill becoming an act (like in our example  here.)

You can click on the Act number to see the Governor’s Message (GM)



Clicked on the Act Number to see the GM

c 2% capitolhawaii.gov/sessions/session2025/bills/GM1101_PDF

uest

GM1101_.PDF 1 /1 = 100% +

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
KE KE'ENA O KE KIAAINA

JOSH GREEN, M.D.

GOVERMOR
KE Ma Rl
March 12, 2025
The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi The Honorable Nadine Makamura
President of the Senate, Speaker, and Members of the
and Members of the Senate House of Representatives

Thirty-Third State Legislature Thirty-Third State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 409 State Capitol, Room 431
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Dear President Kouchi, Speaker Nakamura, and Members of the Legislature:
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Example of GM (Governor’s Message) related to bill signed into law (became an act)


{ 1] 2% capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2025/bill

101_PDF ; 100% + E

Approved by the Governor
MAR 12 2025

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ACT 0 0 1 1440

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 H . B . N O ., HD.1
STATE OF HAWAII

on

ABILLFORANA = HB NO. L

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPE
LEGISLATURE, THE AUDITOR, THE LEGISLATIV 1 SECTION 14. BAs of the close of business on June 30, 2026,
THE OMBUDSMAN, AND THE ETHICS COMMISSION o
2 the unexpended or unencumbered balance of any appropriation made
3 by this Rct shall lapse into the general fund.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE

4 SECTICN 15. Each section of this Act is declared to be
1 SECTION 1. In accordance with section 9 5 severable from the remainder of this Act.
.. ECTION 16. This Act shall take effect it 1.

2 the Constitution of the State of Hawalili and s 6 s s fck =ha are eifect upon its approva
3 37-93, Hawaii Revised Statutes, the legislatu
4 that the general fund expenditure ceiling for
5 2024-2025 has already been exceeded by 58,551 .

Y ¥ APPROVED this 12th  day of March 2025
6 cent. The appropriations contained in sectic
) this Aot will cause the state ageneral fund ex Q,,Lﬁ_ﬁ,_ M.

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAII
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GM includes a copy of the bill will Act Number stamped  (and with signature of the Governor, if it was signed into law – no signature if it became law without signature)


' Finding the Law

SESSION LAWS OF HAWAII

Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) e s

AEGULAR SESSION OF 2017

e B R Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS)

*2025 laws will not be reflected until later this year


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each year, all the bills that become law are compiled in the Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH). If the new law adds to or amends any of the codified laws (the laws arranged in a systematic code) of the State of Hawaii, it will also be reflected in the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), where the laws of a general and permanent nature go.

Not all new laws impact the HRS. For example, if the law is applicable only for a limited amount of time or contains temporary provisions (as is the case with legislative appropriations), it will be published in the Session Laws but not codified in the HRS.

Note that there are also rules published by the State departments governing how the new laws will be implemented – those are the Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) but we won’t get into that.



Finding the Law Online
HawalState Logilature T A

Ka ‘Aha‘dlelo Moku'aina ‘0 Hawai'i Select Search Type
Measure Status
LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ VNS Hawai'i Revised Statutes JsS135{0] s B HELP & INFO ~
Session Laws '

Keyword capitol.nawaii.gov

House of Representatives Change the
Hale o na Luna Maka’@inana “Sea rch Type” at

The Hawai'i House of Representatives consists of 51 th e to p
members representing geographicly designated
districts across the state: B iskalec]

. et ﬁ
4l =
My Legislature Hearings Live & On-Demand Reports & Lists
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To find the laws, head over to the Legislature’s website  and click in the search box on the top of the home page. You can select “Hawaii Revised Statutes” to find permanent laws and “Session Laws.”



Finding the Law Online - HRS

2 e
_,_' e : n-ﬂﬂlcfﬂl"

) Hawa State Logisature CE N O

Ka ‘Aha‘dlelo Moku‘aina ‘0 Hawai‘i

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE - LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

House of Representatives
Hale o nd Luna Maka'@inana
The Hawai’i House of Representatives consists of 5l

members representing geographicly designated
districts across the state: JEGE S

LY
i L 3
My Legislature Hearings Live & On-Demand Reports & Lists
Submit testimony, track View list of current and Video Lookup current and past
measures, and manage upecoming hearings and View live and on demand legislative reports and lists
hearing notifications hearing notices videos of committee
= 3 hearings and floor sessions View

e


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To find a subject in the HRS, just type a subject to search for, like smoking in this example. 
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& 2% search.capitol.hawaii.gov/HRS/search?IW_INDEX=Hawaii%20Revised%205tatutes&IW_FIELD_WEB_STYLE=smoking

'fg;; smoking Hawaii Revised 5t... ~ B Menu-Assisted Advanced Matural Language  Preferences
e
Showing 1to 10 of 56 (156 hits) = T
smoking

HRS_0712-1258 htm

(D03 Jan 2025 + 21 hits

» _Tobacco products and electronic smoking devices; persons under twenty-one years of age. (1) It
shall be ..tobacco product in any shape or form or an electronic smoking device to a person under
twenty-one years of age...engaged in the retail sale of tobacco products or electronic smoking devices
shall check the identification of tobacco product or ...electronic smoking device purchasers to establish
the age of the purchaser if the purchaser reasonably appears to be under twenty-seven ...that the seller
of a tobacco product or an electronic smoking device to a person under twenty-one years of age ...

HRS_0304A-0122 htm

(D03 Jan 2025 # 11 hits

»..304A-122] Smoking and tobacco use prohibited; University of Hawaii premises. (a)
MNotwithstanding chapter 328) to..the contrary, the University of Hawaii shall prohibit smoking and
tobacco use by any person on University of Hawaii premises,...possession or storage of a cigarette,
tobacco product, or electronic smoking device for use outside the University of Hawali premises ..be
responsible for educating students, employees, and visitors about the smoking and tobacco use
prohibitions under this section. Clearly ...conspicuous outdoor locations throughout the premises and
shall state that smoking, including the use of electronic smoking devices, ..

HRS_0328J-0007.htm
(08 Jan 2025 #+ 2 hits
* _.rooms that are rented to guests and are designated as smoking rooms; provided that not more than
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And the parts of the HRS that refer to smoking will come up. You can then go directly to the HRS section by using the section hyperlinks. Let’s click on the first link…



Finding the
Law Online

§712-1258 Tobacco products and electronic smoking devices; persons under twenty-one years of age.
(1) It shall be unlawful to sell or furnish a tobacco product in any shape or form or an electronic smolking
device to a person under twenty-one years of age.

(2) All persons engaged in the retail sale of tobacco products or electronic smoking devices shall check the
tdentification of tobacco product or electronic smoking device purchasers to establish the age of the purchaser
if the purchaser reasonablyv appears to be under twentv-seven years of age.

(3) Itshall be an affirmative defense that the seller of a tobacco product or an electronic smoking device to a
person under twenty-one years of age in violation of this section had requested, examined, and reasonably
relied upon a photographic identification from the person establishing that person's age as at least twenty-one
vears of age prior to selling the person a tobacco product or an electronic smoking device. The failure of a
seller to request and examine photographic identification from a person under twentv-one years of age prior to
the sale of a tobacco product or an electronic smoking device to the person shall be construed against the seller
and form a conclusive basis for the seller's violation of this section.

(4) Signs using the statement, "The sale of tobacco products or electronic smoking devices to persons under
twenty-one is prohibited”, shall be posted on or near any vending machine in letters at least one-half inch high
and at or near the point of sale of any other location where tobacco products or electronic smoking devices are
sold in letters at least one-half inch high.

(3) Itshall be unlawful for a person under twentv-one years of age to purchase or possess any tobacco
product or electronic smoking device, as those terms are defined in subsection (7). This provision does not
apply 1f'a person under the age of twenty-one, with parental authorization, is participating in a controlled
purchase as part of a law enforcement activity or a study authorized by the department of health under the
supervision of law enforcement to determine the level of incidence of tobacco or electronic smoking devices
sales to persons under twenty-one years of age.

(6) Any person who violates subsection (1) or (4), or both, shall be fined $500 for the first offense. Any
subsequent offenses shall subject the person to a fine not less than $300 nor more than 32,000, Anv person
under twentv-one years of age who violates subsection (3) shall be fined $10 for the first offense. Any
subsequent offense shall subject the violator to a fine of 350, no part of which shall be suspended, or the person
shall be required to perform not less than forty-eight hours nor more than seventy-two hours of community
service during hours when the person is not employed and 1s not attending school. Any tobacco product or
electronic smoking device, as those terms are defined in subsection (7), in the person's possession at the time of
violation of subsection (3) shall be seized, summarily forfeited to the State, and destroved by law enforcement
following the conclusion of an administrative or judicial proceeding finding that a violation of subsection (3)
has been committed. The procedures set forth in chapter 712A shall not apply to this subsection.

(7) Forthe purposes of this section:

"Electronic smoking device" means any electronic product that can be used to asrosolize and deliver
nicotine or other substances to the person inhaling from the device, including but not limited to an electronic
cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic ciganllo, or electronic pipe, and any cartridge or other component of the
device or related product.

"Tobacco product” means any product made or derived from tobacco that contains nicotine or other



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And here is HRS section 712-1258 (Regarding Electronic Smoking devices.)
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Presentation Notes
Now let’s use the same subject to search through the Session Laws.
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|fé§?’5 smoking Session Laws of... ~ n Menu-Assisted Advanced Matural Language  Preferences

Browse All Session Laws by Year g _
= % Are you looking for
Showing 1 to 10 of 54 (351 hits)

smoking Electronic Smaoking

SLH1987_Act245.pdf - S moking Devices
= ... 350 A Bill for an Act Relating to Smoking in the Workplace. Be It Enacted by the Legislature ofthe
... Because smoking is dangerous to the health ofsmokers and others who must breathe
secondhand smoke in confined places, ...the public health by requiring government offices to adopt
office smoking policies that accom modate the preferences of nonsmokers ... This Act is intended to
regulate smoking in the workplaces where the government allows employees to smoke, and __or to
impair or alter the government's prerogative to prohibit smoking in the work place. SECTION 2. The

Smoking Device

Cigarette Smoking

Act Relating to Smoking

SLH2015_Act19. pdf

» ... The legislature finds that the unregulated use of electronic smoking devices is potentially

hazardous to health and is disruptive .. United States Surgeon General's Report, quot; The Health

Consequences of Smoking-50 Years of Progress, quot; states that studies and ...and emissions of

carcinogens, other toxicants, and nicotine from electronic smoking devices. Furthermore, according

to the quot;Summary ...quot; Electronic smoking devices produce an aerosol of undetermined and T _

po tentially harmful substances, which may appear similar ... The legislature rec ognizes that using an R
electronic smoking device closely resembles and purpose fully mimics the act ... '

SLH2018_Act206.pdf

» .. ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICE RETAILER REGISTRATION UNIT §28-A Policy. The
registration of electronic smoking device retailers is reasonably ...protect the health, safety, or
welfare of consumers of electronic smoking devices and for the enforcement of the laws that


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can sift through the results. You can even use the subset links on the right side of the page to narrow your search further by subcategory or by date. Then click on the link for the act you want to see  (Act 245 SLH 1987 in this example)….
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. Because smokinsmokingpus to the health of smokers
and others who must breathe secondhand smoke in confined places, the
legislature declares that the fglurpuse of this Act is to protect the public health
by requiring government offices to adopt office smoking policiessmoking-
modate the preferences of nonsmokers and smokers and, if satistactory
accumt!nod.atli:]in cannot hefrfaached ltu adopt pu}:{uﬁ_s refgactmg thtf]:] preﬂ:fler—
ence of a simple majority of the employees in each affected area in the office .
work place. This .-ilct is intended to regulate smoking iiIsmokingplaces From the ACt, y0U can flnd
where the government allows employees to smoke, and is not intended to

create any right to smoke or to impair or alter the government's prerogative th e B | ” N um ber
to prohibit smolsmokingwork place.

SECTION 2. The Hawaiil Revised Statutes is amended by adding a

new chapter to be appropriatély désignated and to read as follows:

“CHAPTER
SISNMOKINGY THE WORK PLACE

& -1 Title. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the
Sr3mokingie Work Place Act.

ﬁ -2 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter:

Employee™ means any person who is employed more than twenty
hours per week by any emplover in consideration for direct or indirect
m{:neta wages or profit.

‘Employer™ means any state or county agency.

785

ACT 245

“Enclosed™ means closed in by a roof and four walls with openings for
ingress and egress. Areas commonly described as public lobbies are not
enclosed for the purposes of this chapter.

“Office work place™ means any enclosed structure or pc-rlmn thereof
used by governmental entities.

imple majority” means any number greater than half of the persons
expressing a oreference in any specific work area.

“8°SmokingT “to smoke™ means inhaling and exhaling the fumes of
‘Ibummg tobapcn or any O'Lher Dlam‘. material, or hurnmg or carrymg any
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Presentation Notes
Like so.
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Presentation Notes
The Archives page goes back to 1999, but the amount of information will vary across the years.
2013-to current will provide information most similar to what users can look up for the current year – testimony, committee reports, etc

If information is not available through the website, the State Archives has information for older bills.
https://ags.hawaii.gov/archives/legislative-research/
For testimony, see more information at https://ags.hawaii.gov/archives/legislative-research/bill-testimony/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve shown how you can access the HRS and Session Laws using the search box at the top of the homepage, but you can also access the HRS and Session laws from the “Reports and Lists” tab, which is our favorite tab. You can select either Hawaii Revised Statutes or Session Laws…..
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Presentation Notes
And go directly to the HRS section or Session Law year. These can be handy places if you know already know what HRS section you want to view or which year the Act you are interested in was created.
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Presentation Notes
The Legislative Reference Bureau produces a “Supplemental Information Relating to Bills Passed” report that provides table of laws affected by the bills passed (but not necessarily enacted) during a particular session and is helpful for the current year before the SLH is published and posted. You’ll be able to find this report on the Legislative Reference Bureau’s website off the “Session Reports” tab.
This report is especially helpful if you’re trying to see the HRS sections affected by new Acts.
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Presentation Notes
You’ll click on the “Supplemental Information” report.
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And this is what the report looks like. You’ll see subject matter and the bills passed that relate to those areas.

The 2024 Supplemental info document has a date of late June 2024.
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Section No. Effect Act No. Section No. Effect Act No.
Volume 1 SB2516
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5- N HB1899 (Act 059)
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(Act 085) (Act 010)
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Presentation Notes
You can also see what HRS sections were affected by this year’s bills.



' Reassessing & Regrouping

Debrief after Session

Sketch out a gameplan

Network



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the first things you’ll want to do after Session is to debrief.
Based on your debriefing notes, you’ll want to sketch out a gameplan for the interim and next session
Finally, if you’ve identified network opportunities, reach out and make connections. 


Debrief

 \What worked well?
 \What didn’t work so well?

* What could be done differently

in the future?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In doing a review of the past session, here are some areas of focus:
What worked? What didn’t work?
What could be done differently next year?
What ideas did you have that you just didn’t have the resources to follow through on? 
What challenges were you not equipped to counter? 
What research information do you wish you had?
What advice would you give someone trying to do the same thing next session ?
What do you know now that you wished you had known ?
Did you identify any potential supporters?
Jot it all down


»llogIn | ©Register

Hawali State Legislature socctseorsnreee | _________|a/

Ka ‘Aha‘dlelo Moku'dina ‘0 Hawai'i

Sustainable Energy Hawai'i

sustainableenergyhawaii.org
info@ sustainableenergyhawaii.org

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

SB1588 SD1HD1 % & @

e

Measure Title: RELATING TO NUCLEAR ENERGY. SBIS88 HDI1 nz_‘ February 3, 2025
SBI588 SDI e
) e SUPPORT for 581588 - RELATING TO NUCLEAR ENERGY
Report Title: HSEO; Nuclear Energy Task Force; Reports SB1588 g
Dear Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Chang, and Committee members.
Description: Establishes the Nuclear Energy Task Force within the Hawai‘i State
Energy Office. Requires reports to the Legislature. Effective 7/1/3000. Committee Reports I'm testifying on behalf of Sustainable Energy Hawai‘i (SEH), a 501(c)(3) non-profit dedicated to
improving the quality of life for Hawaii Island residents. Our missien is to enable an economic, social,
(HD]) . and environmental revival in Hawaii through a just transition te sustainable, 100% locally sourced
SB1588 SD1 SSCRE9 A renewable energy and the creation of a thriving clean hydrogen economy.
Companion: HBS58 SBIS88 SDI SSCR682 "f'l_
SBI588 HDl HSCRIA493 D?: SEH supports SB1588, which ‘Establishes the Nuclear Energy Task Force within the Howai'i State Energy

Office. Reguires reports to the Legisloture.”

Package: None
Hawsaii has an aggressive and much-needed goal to transition its energy system to one that is clean,
Current EEP, FIN renewable, and sustainable. This is critical not only to decarbonize but also for energy sovergignty. We
Referral: hawe made good progress in deploying renewable energy sclutions like solar, wind, and storage, and
some progress with geothermal. However, a broader, more comprehensive approach that will provide a
reliable, affordable, and secure energy future is needed, especially considering the power required to
Introducer(s): WAKAI $B1588 SDI WAM_02-12-25 electrify the transportation sector. We cannot afford to leave options unexplorad.

SB1588 SDI1_TESTIMOMY EEP 03-18-25

BED
S 350

- =

Passed Second Reading as amended in HD 1 and referred to the »
committee(s) on FIN with Representative(s) Amato voting aye EIG QID"I"IQE 3:02p Agenda e
3/21/2025 H with reservations; Representative(s) Perruso voting no (1) and CR 016 & videoconference YD awa“
Representctive{s) Cochran, Garrett, Kapela, Kitagawa, Ward WAM 2/12/25 10:01A s
CR 211 & Videoconference Youl[TD)
excused (5).
. EEP 3/18/25 9204 Agenda Ta: The Senate Committee on Energy and Intergovernmental Affairs (EIG)
Reported from EEP (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1493) as amended in 325 VIA VIDEQCONFERENCE Youl D) From: Sherry Pollack, 350Hzwaii.org
3/21/2025 H HD 1, recommending passage on Second Reading and referral Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 3.02pm rETEY
toFN. LATE
In strong oppesition to SB1588

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Chang, and members of the EIG committes,

| am Co-Founder of the Hawaii chapter of 350.0rg, the largest international organization dedicated to fighting
climate change. 350Hawaii.org iz in strong opposition to SB1588 that establishes the MNuclear Energy Task Force
within the Hawai'i 5tate Energy Office.

This bill is not only a distraction from Hawaii achieving our clean energy goals, it could pose serious harms to our
health and environment.

The following are just a few of the serious concerms we have regarding this measure:

Transporting Muclear Fuel is a Hazard
Az an isolated island chain, Hawaii faces unigque and significant risks in transporting nuclear fuel over vast ocean


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you were following a bill that received testimony in support and opposition, you can scan through the testimony to find allies. You can also read testimony from people/groups on the opposite side to better understand their position and try to find some common ground. These are things you can do during the interim to better prepare for next session. 



Description: Establishes the Nuclear Energy Task Force within the Hawai'i State

Energy Office. Requires reports to the Legislature. Effective 7/1/3000. Committee Reports
(HD1)
SBI5S88 SDI_SSCRE9 e
Companion: HE558 SBIS88_SDI_SSCRE682 2
SB1588 HD1 HSCR1493 n":i;‘
Package: None
Current EEP, FIN Testimony
Referral:

SBI588 TESTIMONY EIG 02-04-25
T SBI588 SDI TESTIMONY WAM 02-12-25
SBIS88 SDI TESTIMONY EEP 03-18-25

ST

Passed Second Reading as amended in HD 1 and referred to the
committee(s) on FIN with Representative(s) Amato voting aye EIG

3/21/2025 H with reservations; Representative(s) Perruso voting no (1) and
Representctive{s) Cochran, Garrett, Kapela, Kitagawa, Ward WAM
excused (5).

2/04/25 3:02P
CR 016 & Videoconference

2f12f25 10:014
CR 211 & Videoconference [ Tube:

EEP 3/18/25 9:20A Agenda
Reported from EEP (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 1493) as amended in 325 VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE Voull
3/21/2025 H HD 1, recommending passage on Second Reading and referral
to FIN.

The committee on EEP recommend that the measure be
PASSED, WITH AMENDMENTS. The votes were as follows: 3 Ayes:

3}]8!2025 H Representctive{s) Lowen, Kahaloa, Kusch; Ayes with
reservations: none; 1 Noes: Representative(s) Perruso; and 2
Excused: Representative(s) Quinlan, Ward.

Bill scheduled to be heard by EEP on Tuesday, 03-18-25 9:20AM

3/14/2025 H .
in House conference room 325 VIA VIDEOCOMNFERENCE.

2} 28;" 2025 H Referred to EEP, FIN, referral sheet 17

2/27/2025 H Pass First Reading

Received from Senate (Sen. Com. No. 17) in amended form (SD

2/19/2025 H )

Report Adopted; Passed Third Reading, as amended (SD 1).
Ayes, 20; Aye(s) with reservations: Senator(s) Fukunagg, Iharg,



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It may be beneficial to watch the discussion on the bill in Committee. You can use the YouTube link under the “Hearing Notices.” That’ll take you to the hearing.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Then just move the cursor of the video to the portion of the recording when your bill is being discussed.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Senate committee videos, they link to start times for discussion on each bill on the agenda, which is very helpful. 



Sketching Out
a Gameplan


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Take what you learned and sketch a gameplan to continue your advocacy into the interim and plan for next session.
Set up meetings during the interim with the legislators who sit on relevant committees in order to communicate your ideas to them. Provide them with as much information as possible to help support your position and ask for feedback and advice.
Conduct research on your issue. Look through similar legislation that was introduced in the past. Read through the testimony and find out who supported and opposed the issue.
Map out a tentative timeline showing key “to do” items – and schedule a follow-up review to evaluate how things are progressing.
What new ideas can you bring into the fold?
And remember, use PAR during the interim — the computers, convenient workspace, informational handouts and helpful staff are all here to assist you.



Networking


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Networking with others will help you better manage and focus your advocacy efforts:
Identify key advocacy groups or individuals who you would like to involve in your efforts
Identify key legislators that can help
Find allies to help divide up the research and outreach tasks.
Use social media to get the word out


Working With Legislators



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Staying connected with your legislators during the interim to shore up support for an issue or discuss any concern is a good idea. Building relationships goes a long way towards helping you become a successful advocate.
If you have an idea for a bill, you can work with your legislators during the interim to get a bill drafted.


Y Working With Legislators

* Meeting with your legislators
« Communicating via email, phone, or letter

 Following up



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Meet with legislators during the interim. They are more available to meet in the interim as they don’t have to deal with the rigors of session.  Election years are a bit trickier though as your legislator may not be running for reelection or they want to wait until after the elections to meet with you. Meeting with them in person is a good way to build a relationship. And don’t forget the importance of staff.
Here’s a few tips when meeting with legislators in-person:
Prepare an outline of what you want to talk about. Bring along any supplemental information to help make your case.
Be on time, courteous and positive. 
Be clear and factual when discussing your issue or ideas with them
Know what you want and expect
Be ready to answer questions or provide more information if it’s requested. If you don’t know, say so, and agree to follow up
Don’t spend the whole time talking, allow enough time for the legislator to provide feedback

If you were supporting a bill that didn’t make it, you can talk to your legislators and ask for their advice. You can talk to your legislators about anything that the state has influence over, including district issues and policy issues. Here are some tips when communicating with your legislators via email or letter:
Identify yourself as a constituent
Explain why you are writing (concern, problem or opportunity), be specific
Keep your communication short and simple
Be respectful and thank the legislator and their staff. Legislative office hear complaints all the time, let them know they’re appreciated.
If writing a letter write legibly and include your contact information so they can get back to you.

When making a call:
Let the staffer know why you’re calling. 
In leaving a message or voicemail, speak slowly and clearly.
 Repeat your name and phone number at the end of the call and let them know you’d appreciate a follow-up.
 If you want to speak to the Senator or Representative directly, make the ask






Y Requesting a Bill

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES %
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025 H B N O |%

STATE OF HAVWAIL

ABILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO SURFING.

BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAIIL:

5 The legislature finds that surfing is of
significant cultural, social, and economic value te the peeple

of Hawaii, as well as the many visitors whe Etras ta the State

=3

for surfing. In recognition of surfing as a part of the State's

history and for the sport's long-standing historical and
cultural roots in Hawaii, surfing was sanctioned by the
department of education and approved by the beard of education
as a high schogl sport in 201€. However, only one of five local

athletic leagues have sponsored rfing. The lack of

interscholastic surfing prog limits opportunities for

ired students Lo pursue competitive surfing.

The legislature further finds that surfing is a signif
economic driver for the State. In Hawaii, the birthplace of
surfing has grown into an important industry,
bringing in tourists from all over the world. Hawail is also

known for hosting prestigious surf contests that attract

numerous competitors and spectators interested in viewing the

2024-3122 HE HMSC-1

SRR R0

* Summing up your proposal

* When should | approach legislators

about my bill idea”
* Who should | approach?

 Following up?


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Requesting a bill be introduced can be a fundamental part of your advocacy efforts. Your ideas (and the ideas of others) are key in helping to shape state law. While it may seem like a daunting task, it is not as difficult as it may seem. You do not have to be an attorney to get a bill introduced. You just have to have a firm understanding of the problem you are trying to address or opportunity you are trying to create

Summing Up Your Proposal
Before you take your idea to a legislator, there are a couple of things to consider: 
What policy are you trying to create or change?
What result(s) do you hope to achieve with your bill?
Does your proposal need to be a law or is it an issue/opportunity that can addressed via a memo to a state agency or achieved via the rulemaking process?
Consider jurisdictional issues: Is this a state, federal, or county issue? If it is not a state issue, consider contacting your congressional delegation or your county council members
Is there legislation from another state that could serve as a model?

When should I talk legislators about my bill idea?
Late May through October is a good time to approach legislators about your bill ideas as things tend to be a bit slower at the Capitol during this time. Getting your proposal in early allows adequate time for a legislator to meet with you to discuss your idea and send your proposal off for drafting. The drafting agencies are busy fulfilling drafting requests in December and early January, so you will want to stay ahead of the rush. While bills can be drafted at any time, they can only be introduced during the bill introduction cutoff period which usually starts on opening day (which is always the 3rd Wednesday in January) and ends a week later.

Who to approach?
Your own Senator or Representative
Chairs/members of committees
Legislators who have supported the issue (or a similar issue) in the past

Following up
If you are working with a legislator on a bill draft, make sure you follow up with them. Work with them on the draft and ask for their commitment to introduce the legislation. Even if they commit to introducing the bill, Thank them during the bill introduction period as a subtle way to remind them of their commitment.



One Pager for Legislators
Novermnber 2024

Proposal for X
a new bill / policy [ issue, a request for support

Background A brief statement about yourself, your organization (if
applicable), what your organization does.

Summarize the issue for which you are seeking support
The Issue / Problem /  or assistance; legislation from other states, share data.

How to Talk to Legislators

* Your summary should be quick and easy to read PY S h O rt & CO n Ci Se
mesauion semne. menernsnn cgnnmanorae - Highlight important points
resources and support.)
_— . * Be clear: what are you asking
e specific about what you are asking the legislator to
do. .
’ Introduce or take a position on a bill? L B u I I et pOI ntS

The Ask * Provide feedback on your idea?
* Suggestions of other people to contact and work

S » Consider having a sheet to leave
behind

Stakeholders / Include a list of supporters.
Supporters

Include your contact information so that the legislator or

Contact Info legislative staff can contact you if they have questions or
to follow up.
B3 Hawaii Public Access Room Ei PublicAccessRoom @ publicaccessroom

hittp://Irb.hawaii.gov/par (808) 587-0478 par@capitol. hawaii.gov


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an example of a template you could consider using as a way to summarize your proposal for a new bill and something you can “leave behind” with legislators to help them remember your goals.  You can create your own leave behind that’s specific to your issues – including the type of information you want to include on such a document.

QR code goes to:  https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-legislative-process/idea-to-introduction-the-birth-of-a-bill/
One-page leave behind template is midway down the webpage under How to Approach a Legislator section


Important Dates

» Early October — Departments submit budget requests to
DB&F for Review

* By Thanksgiving — Contact Legislators with bill ideas
« Sometime in December GIA Applications released

» Late December/Early January — Release of Session
Calendar

 January 218t — Opening Day 2026 Session
« January 30" — Possible Bill Introduction Cutoff Date



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the dates to be mindful of (outside of the election dates)
Early October- Departments submit budget requests to Department of Budget &Finance for review
Contact Legislators with any bill ideas by Thanksgiving – this will give them time to work with bill drafters so the bill would be ready to go by the start of session in January
Sometime in December– GIA Applications released. Information on GIA’s or Grant-in-Aids are available on the Legislature’s website off the “Legislative Information” tab. Information may also be found on the “Recent Update box on the homepage of the Legislature’s website.
The Session calendar should be released sometime in the latter part of December or early January. As you know, the session calendar will list the deadlines.
January  21st - the most important date to remember as that is the first day of the 2026 session.
Bill introduction cutoff will probably come on or around January 30.




In March 2025, Legislature Leadership

POte nti al identified 3 sets of dates for a possible
. Special Session:

Special
- * August 25-29, 2025

Sess ion « September 29 — October 3, 2025

* November 17-21, 2025

* Note that each set of dates is only 5 days


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Legislature has proposed 3 sets of dates for a proposed Session to address


Recent Reasons for Special Session ‘
. Judicial-Related Nominations . Addressing Governor’s Vetoes . Considering Legislation

Number of
Times 2
Special
Session
Convened

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Years



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recent Reasons for Special Session��Judicial-related nominations: �2024, 		2023 (2x), �2022 (3x), 	2021 (2x), �2020 (2x), 	2019 (2x), �2018 (2x)	2017 (2x)��Addressing Governor’s Vetos: 2021��Considering Legislation: 2017��


) HawalState Legislature D N

Ka *Aha‘dlelo Moku'dina ‘0 Hawai'i

LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

LAWS & RESEARCH -~
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2024+: ARC

FY
Browse the legislative archives for o 2024 n. Special Sesglons are located urjdd

SESSION LAWS

REPORTS AND LISTS

2023

Search pecial Sessign
SPECIAL STUDIES

Measure Status: . 2022 * 2024 Fffst Special Session LEGISLATIVE INFO
oo

Subject Search: 2021 BUDGET
GRANT-IN-AID
2020 ARCHIVES

Document Directories eporys and Lists

2019

Bills/Resos br
Committee Reports
Hearing Notices 2 O] 8
Order of the Day
Referral Sheets

Testimony 20]7
Senate Daily Floor Actions
House Attendance Sheet

HRS Archives 20] 6
2015

2025 DOCUMENT INDEX

13 - pl’esent, pleuse use the "yeﬂl OTOPOOWIT OTT I
rts and Lists page.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can find past Special Session Information by going through the archives and selecting the year. 2017 is the last time the Legislature had a Special Session to address specific issues.

QR code points to Archives page: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/archives/main.aspx


Traditionally, the proclamation for the
special session will include a purpose
for the session.

For example, if it references:

Article Ill, Section 16 -- outlines
“Reconsideration After Adjournment” in
the case of Veto of Bills by the Gov

Article VI, Section 3 -- outlines
Appointment of Justices and Judges

Article Ill, Section 10 -- outlines special
session

SENATE JOURNAL -1st DA

Monday, August 25, 2017

The Senate of the Twenty-Ninth Legislature of the State of
Hawai’1, Special Session of 2017, was called to order at
10:01 am., by Senator Fonald D. Eouvchi, President of the
Senate, in accordance with the following Proclamation:

“Avgust 24, 2017
PROCLAMATION

L Fomald D. EKouchi, President of the Senate of the
Twenty-ninth Legislature of the State of Hawati, and [, Scott K.
Saiki, Speaker of the House of Representatives, of the
Twenty-ninth Legislatere of the State of Hawaii, pursvant to the
power vested in Article III section 10 of the Hawaii State
Constitution, and at the written reguest of two-thirds of the
members to which each house is entitled, do hersby convens the
Legizlature in special session at 10:00 am. on Monday,
Aupgust 28, 2017, in the chambers of the Hawai State Capitol,
as sought in the petition, for the purpose of considering
legislation and to provide each chamber with an opporfunity to
dizcharge any further business if necessary.

/s/ Scott K. Saiki

Scott K. Saiki

Speaker of the House of
Representatives™

onald D. Kouchi

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE

STATE OF HAWAIT

SPECTAL SESSION OF 1017

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

FIEST DAY

Gov. Msg. No. 2, zubmitt
confirmation to the Endangered Sp
the nomination of LOYAL N
June 30, 2019, was referred to the
and Environment.

Gov. Msg. No. 3, zubmittin
confirmation to the Public Utilities
of JAMES GREIFFIN, term to
referred to the Committee on Co
and Health.

Gov. Msz. No. 4, zubmyj
confirmation to the State Boar
EAREN BOYEER, term to ex;
the Committee on Co
Health.

Gov. Msz. No.
confirmation to the
Perzonnel 1n Wast


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
References to Hawaii State Constitution Article and Section can be found:

https://lrb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articleiii

https://lrb.hawaii.gov/constitution/#articlevi


2017 Special Session 1
(Considering Legislation)
August 28 — September 1

Senate: Updated committee names and descriptions; Approved Senate Journal;
Processed boards and commission nominations

House: Elected House Speaker; Updated majority caucus leadership; Updated
committee assignments and descriptions

4 bills introduced, 3 bills passed: 1 related to rail tax and 2 related to funding for
bargaining units/public employment


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide is a summary of what was accomplished from PAR’s point of view, to see more visit https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/splsession.aspx?year=2017a
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g e t
Eb S gtgla ure CHIEF CLERK S BFFICE
STATE CAPITOL HOUSE OF
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 REPRESEHNT ATWES

August 24, 2017

Proclamation

I, Ronald D. Kouchi, President of the Senate of the Twenty-ninth Legislature of the
State of Hawaii, and 1, Scott K. Saiki, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
Twenty-ninth Legislature of the State of Hawaii, pursuant to the power vested in Article I,
section 10 of the Hawaii State Constitution, and at the written request of two-thirds of the
members to which each house is entitled, do hereby convene the Legislature in special
session at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, August 28, 2017, in the chambers of the Hawaii State
Capitol, as sought in the petition, for the purpose of considering legislation and to provide
each chamber with an opportunity to discharge any further business if necessary.

%) 177 (¥ Q-

Ronald D. Kouchi Scott K. Saiki
President of the Senate Speaker of the House of Representatives



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

This what the Special Session proclamation looked like in 2017. 


THE SENATE
THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE
INTERIM OF 2017

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair

AMENDED NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE: Monday, August 28, 2017
TIME: H30am-3:00 p.m.

PLACE:  Auditorium
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

AMENDED AGENDA

(Updated 8/25/17 9:50 a.m. to clarify written testimony procedures)

The Committees will hold a hearing on the following bill after its introduction and referral at the convening of the
Special Session of 2017 on Monday, August 28, 2017:

[Measure
deleted on
08-25-17 at
3:00 p.m.]

SB4
Status & Testimony

RELATING TO GOVERNMENT.
Authorizes a county that has adopted a surcharge on state tax to
extend the surcharge to 12/31/2030. Authorizes a county to adopt a

Pending
Introduction

and Referral

surcharge on state tax before 3/31/2018. under certain conditions. to WAM
Decreases from 10% to 1% the surcharge gross proceeds retained by

the State. Allows the director of finance to pay revenues derived from [Measure

the county surcharge under certain conditions. Clarifies uses of added on 08-
surcharge revenues. Establishes a mass transit special fund and 25-17 at 3:00
specifies that funds be allocated for capital costs of a mass transit p.m]

project, under certain conditions. Increases the TAT by 1% from
1/1/2018 to 12/31/2030 and allocates revenues to the special fund.
Establishes that if a court makes a monetary award to a county due to
the State's violation of state law or constitutional provision relating to
the State's deduction and withholding of county surcharge on state tax
revenues, then an amount equal to the award shall be withheld from the
additional TAT revenues paid over to the mass transit special fund and
shall be credited to the general fund. Makes $103,000,000 the
permanent annual allocation of TAT revenues to the counties. Requires
the state auditor to conduct an audit and annual reviews of HART.
Requires the comptroller to certify HART's invoices for capital costs.
Appropriates funds for the department of budget and finance, DAGS,
and the state auditor. Appropriates $1,000,000,000 from the mass
transit special fund. Requires the senate president and house speaker
to each appoint 2 non-voting, ex-officio members to the board of
directors of HART . (SB4)

Decision Making to follow, if time permits.

Written Testimony may be submitted up to 24 hours prior to the start of the hearing.

Persons wishing to testify should submit testimony in one of the following ways:

*  Email:

«  WAM-WrittenOnly@capitol.hawaii.gov if you are ONLY submitting written comments and will NOT be

testifying in person
»  WAM-InPerson@ecapitol.hawaii.gov if you are ALSO going to testify at the hearing in person

* In person: Deliver 1 copy of your testimony to the committee clerk, Room 208, State Capital.
* Fax: Testimony may be faxed if less than 5 pages in length, to 586-6951 or 1-800-586-6659 (toll free for
neighbor islands).

Please Note: All testimony received by the Hawai'i State Senate is posted on the Hawai'i Legislature's website,
which is accessible to the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the

public.

While every effort will be made to incorporate all testimony received on time, materials received on the day of the

hearing or improperly identified or directed, may be distributed to the Committee after the hearing.

The Committee on Ways and Means would like to hear from as many individuals as possible. As such, and as a
courtesy to those patiently waiting for their opportunity to address the Committee on Ways and Means, it is



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The hearing notices were issued before the bill was introduced.
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. ; All Versions of this Measure
SB4

SB4 =

Report Title: County Surcharge on State Tax; Extension; Transient
Accommodations Tax; Appropriations

SB4 SSCR3
SB4 HSCR3

Description: Authorizes a county that has adopted a surcharge on state tax
to extend the surcharge to 12/31/2030. Authorizes a county to
adopt a surcharge on state tax before 3/31/2018, under certain

conditions. Decreases from 10% to 1% the surcharge gross Testimony

proceeds retained by the State. Allows the director of finance

to pay revenues derived from the county surcharge under SB4 TESTIMONY WAM 08-28-17
certain conditions. Clarifies uses of surcharge revenues. SB4 TESTIMONY WAM 08-28-17 LATE
Establishes a mass transit.. (See bill for full description.) SB4 TESTIMONY TRN-FIN 08-30-17

Companion:

Package:

Introducer(s):  KOUCHI (Introduced by request of another party)

8/28/17 3:00P

WAM View
AUD
8/30/17 1:30P .
TRN/FIN / ’r , View
Sort by o Auditorium
Date

8/25/2017 s Pending Introduction.

The committee on WAM has scheduled a public hearing on 08-

8/25/2017 S
251 28-17 3:00pm in the Capitol Auditorium.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can follow the action on the bill’s status page. 


8/30/2017

Received from Senate (Sen. Com. No. 3).

g/30/2017

Passed First Reading.

\Qfsm‘zm?

Referred to TRN/FIN, referral sheet 1.

8/30/%017

The committee on TRN recommends that the measure be
PASSED, UNAMENDED. The votes were as follows: 3 Ayes:
Representotive{s} Aquino, Nakamura, McDermott; 1 Aye with
reservations: San Buenaventura; 2 Noes: Quinlan, Brower; and 1
Excused: Hashem.

8/30/2017

The committee on FIN recommend that the measure be PASSED,
UNAMENDED. The votes were as follows: 8 Ayes: Representative(s)
Luke, Cullen, Gates, Holt, Keohokalole, LoPresti, Nakamura,
Yamashita; Ayes with reservations: none; 6 Noes: Cachola,
DeCoite, Kobayashi, Lowen, Tupola, Ward; and 1 Excused:
Representative(s) Fukumoto.

8/31/2017

T

Reported from TRN/FIN (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 3), recommending
passage on Second Reading and placement on the calendar for
Third Reading.

8/31/2017

I

Passed Second Reading; placed on the calendar for Third
Reading with Representative{s} Creagan, Evans, McKelvey, Onishi,
Oshiro, San Buenaventura voting aye with reservations (8);
Represantctive{s} Brower, Choy, Lowen, Quinlan, Thielen, Todd,
Tupola, Ward voting no (8) and Representative(s) Har, Hashem,
Matsumoto, McDermott, Nishimoto excused (5).

afif2017

Floor amendment #1 failed following Voice vote: Noes, 2
(Representative(s) Luke, McKelvey). Excused, 4 (Representative(s)
Har, Hashem, Matsumoto, Nishimoto}.

Sort by
s Text

— Status Te

8/25/2017 Pending Introduction. /

8/25/2017 The commlttefa- on WAM ,hOS sch.sdfiled a public ring on 08-
28-17 3:00pm in the Capitol Auditorium.

8/28/2017 s Introduced. /

8/28/2017 S Passed First Reading. /

8/28/2017 S Referred to WAM. d

8/28/2017 Bill schf-:-duled to I.ae f\eord by TRN/FIN on Weddesdqy, 08-30-17
1:30PM in the Auditorium.
The committee(s) on WAM recommend(s) that the measure be
PASSED, UNAMENDED. The votes in WAM were as follows: 6 Aye(s);

8/28/2017 Senator(s) Dela Cruz, Keith-Agaran, Galuteria, Kidani,
shimabukuro, Wakai; Aye(s) with reservations: none; 5 No(es):
English, Harimoto, Inouye, Kahele, Riviere; and 0 Excused: none.
Reported from WAM (Stand. Com. Rep. No. 3) with

8/29/207 recommendation of passage on Second Reading and placement
on the calendar for Third Reading.
Report adopted; Passed Second Reading with Senators Green,

8/29/2017 Harimoto, Inouye, Kahele, Riviere, Ruderman and Thielen voting
"No".

8/29/2017 s One Day Notice 08-30-17.
Passed Third Reading. Ayes, 16; Aye(s) with reservations: none.

8/30/2017 Noes, 9 (Senator(s) Baker, English, Green, Harimoto, Inouye,

Kahele, Riviere, Ruderman, L. Thielen). Excused, 0 (none).
Transmitted to House.

gf/207

Floor amendment #2 failed following Voice vote: Noes, 1
(Representative(s) Luke). Excused, 4 (Representative(s) Har,
Hashem, Matsumoto, Nishimoto).

8/30/2017 H Received from Senate (Sen. Com. No. 3).

a/1/2017

Floor amendment #3 failed following Voice vote: Noes, 3
(Representative(s) Luke, Yamane, Say). Excused, 4
(Representative(s) Har, Hashem, Matsumoto, Nishimoto).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you can see what the flow could possible look like, where the bill was scheduled to be heard by a committee in the non-originating chamber while it was still pending in the original chamber. 
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SB1 _TESTIMONY JDL 10-28-13 PARTI
2013 SECOND SPECIAL SESSION SB1 TESTIMONY JDL 10-28-13 PART2

SB1_TESTIMONY JDL 10-28-13 PART3

Qrderobihe ay SB1_TESTIMONY_JDL 10-28-13 PART4
SB1_TESTIMONY _JDL 10-28-13 PARTS
Current
FOF Status - Measure Referral SBl_TESTIMONY _JDL _10-28-13 PART6E
SBl_TESTIMONY _JDL 10-28-13 _PARTY
3: — :;ﬂ;ﬁ;[ljlllNGRULEIGOFTHERULESOFTHESENATEOFTHETWENTY-SEVENTHLEGISLATUREOFTHESTATEOF SB] TEST'MC}NY JDL ]D_EE_]S P.IE'LRTB
SBl_TESTIMONY JDL 10-28-13 (all parts 60MB)
‘ Approval of the Journal I
ﬂ* SR2_ AE‘?HORIZINGTHE PRESIDENT TO APPROVE THE JOURNAL OF THE SENATE ON THIS FINAL DAY OF THE SECOND HOD 10‘28‘]3
SPECIAL SESSION OF 2013.
HOD 10-29-13
) 3 djourn Sine Die
WE‘ > ﬁlF|ORMI§GTPEE HOUSE AND GOWVERNOR THAT THE SEMATE IS READY TO ADJOURN SIME DIE. HOD 10_30_]3
HOD 10-31-13
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Presentation Notes
This is what the 2nd Special Session page on the website looks like. 
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c 2% Irb.hawaii.gov/publications/session-reports/?yr=2021
= English

. Legislative
Reference Home Publications~ Resources~ Directory IiClips Divisions~ About~
Bureau

Session Reports

2021 v

Remem ber LRB 2021 Session Reports

Statistics: B Legislative Statistics as of October 29, 2021
|
S e S S I o n Re O rts 7 Special Sessions: B Measures Acted Upon by the | egislature Special Session of 2021 & Measures Acted Upon by the
u Senate Second Special Session of 2021 £ Measures Acted Upon by the Senate Third Special Session of 2021

Requests by the Legislature: B Requests by the Legislature to Agencies and Officials of the Federal, State & County

Governments and of Quasi-Public & Private Agencies

F o r S pe C i a I S ess i o n S y to o Acts: [ Bills Enacted by the Legislature Regular Session and Special Session

All vetoes passed in 2021: & Bills Vetoed and an Act with Vetoed ltems

Overrides: & Vetoes Overridden by the | egislature Special Session

Supplemental Information Relating to Bills Passed: B Supplemental Information

Bills Passed: & Bills Passed by the | egislature Regular Session

Resolutions Adopted: B Resolutions Adopted by the Legislature Regular Session

Crossover Bills: & Crossover Bills (Bills Which Passed Third Reading)
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https://lrb.hawaii.gov/publications/session-reports/
Can select the year


Irb.hawaii.gov/par

State Capitol Room 401
415 S. Beretania St
Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 587-0478

par@capitol.hawaii.gov

Using the Legislature's Website

Home Learn~ Engage~ Persist~ Current Legislature

State of Hawaii | LRB
Public Access Room

PAR provides the public with.information, facilities, and
services to assist them as they engage and participate in
the State legislative process.

Hours
Session: M-F 8am - 5pm
Interim: M-F 8am - 4:30pm

Note: The capitol entrances are open from 7am - 5pm; an ID is
required for entry

Engagement 101 Current Legislature

== English
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Our website (lrb.hawaii.gov/par) has a wealth of information. Looking at everything we have available on our website is a good way to spend some of your time during the interim.



Finding the LRB and PAR websites

2020 Legisiative Session
+ 2025 Committees on Conference Procedures
* 2025 Committees on Conference Room Scheduling Procedures and Guidelines
s 2025 Committees on Conference Room Assignment Schedule
» 2025 Advise and Consent Process
e 2025 Committee Testimony Submittal Procedures
e 2025 Legislative Timetable
e 2025 Senate Committee Hearing and Conference Room Schedule

LEGISLATURE EXECUTIVE REFERENCE

House Governor Josh Green Legislative Reference Bureau
Senate Lt. Governor Sylvia Luke Public Access Room
House Jobs Hawai'i Directory State, Couns:, and

Senate Jobs JUDICIARY Federal Officials

2llogIn | #Register

Hawali State Legislature S I |

Ka ‘Ahaflelo Moku‘aina ‘0 Hawai'i
LEGISLATURE ~ EVENTS ~ PARTICIPATE ~ LAWS & RESEARCH ~ HELP & INFO ~

TESTIMONY AND LOGIN
FAQs

MAPS & DIRECTORIES
LEGISLATIVE GLOSSARY
RSS FEEDS

PUBLIC ACCESS ROOM

CONTACT US

CONTACT

Hawai'i State Capitol
415 South Beretania St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

Cuntact Us

ATED LINKS

lo Community Television
ku: Maui Community Television

ke: Kaua'i Community Television

.eo O Hawai'i: Big Island Community
wision

ional Conference of State
islatures

incil of State Governments

incil of State Governments-West

LRB Website
* Irb.hawaii.gov
PAR Website

* Irb.hawaii.gov/par

« Capitol.Hawaii.gov
> Help & Info >
Public Access
Room

OR scroll down on
Legislature’s website
until you reach the
bottom and click on
links
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You can also get to both the Legislative Reference Bureau’s website and the Public Access Room’s website via the links on the bottom of the home page on the Legislature’s website.

And, via the Help & Info menu, just select “Public Access Room.”




Learning on the PAR Website

Home Learn~ Engage~ Persist~ Currentlegislature Newsl

T £FM Legislative Links
ypes o easures Idea to Introduction: The Birth of

Not sure about the difference between a Bill and a aBill PAR’S We bsite

0P Resolution? Click below to get details to better

A Bl" S Journey . g . What Does it Take for a Bill to
understand the variety of legislative measures that can . -

Become a L aw in Hawaii?

On average, only about 10% of the few thousand be looked up, tracked, and testified on

bills intreduced each session make it through the ABill's Journey,

grueling legislative process at the Hawaii State Types of Measures

Legislature. Allot must happen for a bill to become

Types of Measures: Bills,
Resolutions, Messages

a law, and there are deadlines that mandate by Anatomy of a Bill

“Learn” tab

when the action mustoccur. Anatomy of a Bill

ABill's Journey Resolutions
Resolution FAQ's
Committees & the Public Hearing
) ) . o Process .
“Overview of the

The Budget Process

Floor Sessions & Order of the Day Leg ISIatlve

What are Conference Committees and )

C E d % Governor’s Deadlines Process
ommittees an Understanding What Happens

Advise & Consent

Public the Budget on the Floor?
i ?
Hearlngs° Process Get an overview of Session

What is a committee? Why Learn to decipher the budget, Days, the Orderof the Day,
are they necessary? What decode funding sources, and and learn what happens on
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Some of the information on the learn tab can be very informative, even for people who have experience with the legislative process. And it provides a good foundation for people who are not familiar with the process.



Learning on the PAR Website

Home Learn~ Engage™ Persist~ CurrentlLegislature

Don't make the legislators do it alone - the public serves a vital role in the legislative process. Offer your views and

perspectives to help the legislature make the best laws for the state of Hawaii. Engage

Engagement 101

Find Your Own Senator and Register for an Account on Tins on Testimony
Representative the Website Find and Track Bills ot the
Legislature I H
Not sure what districts you're in or who represents you? £ Make an account to submit testimony, sign up for PAR S We bS Ite
The Legislature's website makes it easy for you to @ hearing notifications or create a measure tracking list. At the Capitol
find your Senator and Representative. You'll only have to do it once!

Use Your Voice at the Legislature!

ur Legisla 0 gister for.an AccoL Using the Legislature’s Website
Find Your Legislators Register for an Account

Using the Haw, i ature’s website On the Hawaii ture’s wehsite
(ca i il
“Engage” tab

Sign Up for Hearing Notices Submitting Testimony

Make sure you don't miss a chance to offer testimony on Testimony provides an opportunity for citizens to « ’
bills that interest you. ® Sign up for hearing notices by influence policymakers. Read tips on testimony, ¥ how E n g ag e l I le nt 1 O 1
bill or by committee. to submit testimony online or view [ sample testimony.

.’é How to Submit Testimony (and Requ... }

Receive Hearing Notices

.

How to Submit
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The “Engagement 101” page walks people through the interactive features of the legislature’s website. This page can be especially helpful for new users.


Learning on the PAR Website

™= English

Home Learn™ Engage™ Persist™ Currentlegislaturz Newsletters '

LRB - Public Access Room > Newsletters

Newsletters PAR’s Website

Our newsletters are also emailed. Contact us to let us know if you wish to be on the list.

+ PAR's upcoming Zoom Workshop: Conference

+ Understanding Conference Infographic )

“Newsletters’

Lt 2025 + Video: How to look up Bills scheduled for Third Reading & Download PDF

+ Upcoming Bill Deadlines button

* PAR Budget Workshop 3/6/25 via zoom
February/March 2025 * PAR's Budget Decipher Handout R Download PDF

+ Upcoming Deadlines

+ January Workshop Recordings -
February 2025 + Which Deadlines Apply to My Bill B Download PDF

» PAR Social Media

|
« New 2025 Session handouts: calendar, committee lists and more
» Opening Day: 1/15/25 #
B

December 2024 wCaankin R Apeicians 2 Download PDF
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Our “Newsletters” page is also extremely useful. We discuss a lot of different things, and it’s information that can be time-applicable.

QR code goes to Newsletter sign up page: http://eepurl.com/hAKEIr


Learning on the PAR Website

== English

Persist~ Current Legislature Newsletters About ™

Advocacy Tips: Navigating at the Capitol

How to Communicate with Legislators

LRB - Public Access Room > How to Communicate with Legislators T “ P AR,S Websi te
How to Communicate with Legislators T —

Tips for Success .
Persist
13 H ”
p Advocacy Tips: Navigating at the
Your Government, Your Voice Capttol Persist” tab

In a representative democracy. power is vested in the How to Communicate with

people. This power is exercised when the people elect Legislators
officials to serve as their voices in government, and . .

Using the Interim
then communicate their views to those elected. At the

Legislative branch, we elect State Senators and How to Enjoy a Public Hearing

Representatives who deal with a wide range of issues.

The people of Hawaii have many different needs and
perspectives, and it’s challenging for the legislators to
make decisions that will be acceptable to all of us. But

“How to
Communicate
with
Legislators”

it's important for them to hear from their constituents!
Formal testimony during the public hearing process is
one avenue. But if you have an idea for a bill, concerns
about an issue in your district, or an opinion on a matter
pending before the Legislature, don't hesitate to
contact legislators directly and let them know your
views. They want and need to hear from you.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The persist page on our website has some helpful information on Interim prep. And tips on communicating with legislators. The trick is do figure out what works best for the legislators you want to talk to.



Finding the LRB Library from
http://Irb.hawaii.gov

State of Hawaii

Legislative Reference Bureau

The State of Hawaii Legislative Reference Bureau is a
nonpartisan legislative service agency, that provides a
wide variety of services to legislators, legislative
committees, and members of the public.

Session Reports I I LRB Reports l l Public Access Room

LRB’s website === Divisions tab == Library
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The Legislative Reference Bureau Library is a good resource for conducting research. They also have a friendly staff. You can get to their website off the main LRB website- lrb.hawaii.gov, clicking on the “Divisions” heading, then selecting “Library” from the dropdown menu. This will take you to the LRB library’s website:

QR code goes to: https://lrb.hawaii.gov/


€« & 25 Irb.hawaii.gov/library/ ¥ 2 ®

== English

. Legislative
Reference Home Publications~ Resources~ Directory iClips Divisions~ About~

Bureau

LRE | egislative Reference Bureau > | egislative Reference Bureau Library

Legislative Reference Bureau Library EI{'S I|r_‘i§|jg|t-2|?y

The Library serves the Legislature and the legislative service agencies by providing
essential information resources and information services which support the Hours & Location

legislative process. .
& P Monday - Friday

Session: 7:45 - 5:00p

Reference and Research Support Interim: 7:45 - 4:30p
Our research librarians provide reference and research assistance in the Library, by Karen Mau, Head
telephone, or email. Questions cover a wide range of subjects, but typically involve Research Librarian
state policy issues, complex legislative history, or federal laws and regulations. A State Capitol, Rm 005
workstation linked to the Internet, our online catalog, CARD 7, and to other libraries Phone: (808) 587-

and databases is located in the reference area. Library staff will assist patrons in 0690

using them for research. Irb@capitol.hawaii.gov

Research Librarians use electronic information services and databases to obtain
state and federal bills, statutes and rules, as well as current articles and reports
specificto a legislator's research needs. Library staff combines over forty years’
experience in online database searching.
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Library contact info is listed on the right side.

QR code goes to: https://lrb.hawaii.gov/library/



You can follow all the rules and still not get the
result you hoped for. Effort doesn’t always equal
reward; sometimes, the outcome isn't up to you.
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Finally, it’s important to remember that sometimes things don’t work out the way we want to, because the outcome isn’t always up to us. We have to keep working!


u @HawaiiPublicAccessRoom

ﬂ @PublicAccessRoom

@ @PublicAccessRoom

https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par
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Aside from our website, we also have a YouTube channel where we archive many of our past presentations. We also have a Facebook page and a Instagram account.
Contact us with any questions, or if you’d like more information.
Public Access Room (PAR)
(808) 587-0478
room 401
par@capitol.hawaii.gov
Facebook @PublicAccessRoom
Instagram @PublicAccessRoom
Website https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par

https://www.facebook.com/PublicAccessRoom/
https://www.instagram.com/PublicAccessRoom
https://www.youtube.com/@hawaiipublicaccessroom
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par

Public Access Room (PAR)

State Capitol, Room 401 Phone: 808/587-0478
415 S. Beretania St. Email: par@capitol.hawaii.gov
Honolulu, HI 96813 Website: Irb.hawaii.qgov/par

A Division of the Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB)

INTERIM HOURS:
Public

. (-  Monday — Friday
gosut 8:00AM — 4:30PM
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Presentation Notes
Here’s our contact information. Please use us as a resource in the interim. Our interim hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This concludes the slide portion of the presentation. I’ll be happy to answer any questions that any of you may have.


mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/
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