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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our legislative calendar and deadlines presentation. In this presentation, we’ll talk about the calendar and explain the deadlines. The calendar can often be confusing, so we hope you’ll become much more familiar with the deadlines after this presentation. As always, you can contact us anytime with questions.

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov


Public Access Room (PAR)

 Help, information and training

 Non-partisan
 Lots of resources!

 Guidance on process

 Computers with internet
 Wireless access & 

recharge station
 Copies of testimony

 Helpful handouts
 Workshops and tutorials

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are non-partisan, dealing exclusively in process and never in policy considerations. There is never a fee for our services – we’re supported by your tax dollars. When the capitol is open to the public, you can come to PAR to use one of the six public computers or the printer, have a small meeting, get copies of your testimony, or watch a hearing remotely. We have tables for you to work on your laptop (there’s free wifi throughout the building) or recharge your devices. Or perhaps just sit and relax a while. We can answer your questions and point you to resources. We also offer workshops and tutorials so you can learn more. The capitol is currently closed to the public due to COVID-19 concerns. Contact us by phone 808/587-0478 or email par@capitol.hawaii.gov.

Our office is one of the five divisions of the (also non-partisan) Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB), a legislative service agency. A brief overview of the other divisions of the LRB:
  LRB Library has extensive holdings that cover legislative matters, some of which date all the way back to the Hawaiian Kingdom. The research librarians can be very helpful and are a resource available to the public. They’re located in the Chamber level of the Capitol in Room 005 and can be reached at 808/587-0690.
  The Research Division is one of five drafting agencies in the Capitol; they are available to assist any of the 76 legislators.  The staff provides research, drafts legislation and committee reports, and publishes specific studies as requested by the legislature.
  The Statute Revision Division integrates the newly-passed Acts into the fourteen volumes of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (the HRS), the codified book of laws governing the state of Hawaii. 
  The Information Systems Offices maintains a data base of relevant legislative information for internal legislative use. The staff also provide technical support for the division.
More information on LRB can be found on the website: https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/




Session begins on the 3rd Wednesday in January…
This year session will begin on January 15, 2025

Interim

Session 
starts mid-

January

Ends late 
April or early 

May

Apr

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Hawaii we have what is called a “part-time legislature.” About 2/3 of the calendar year is the ‘interim’ period between regular legislative sessions. But that doesn’t mean they’re not busy being your legislators year-round.

It’s crucial to use this time between sessions well, so you’ll be ready for the fast-moving session when it starts (which is always on the 3rd Wednesday in January). About 3,000 bills are introduced each year, in roughly one week…you can imagine the frenzy! 

Each wedge in this illustration signifies a major deadline – and is intended to show you just how fast things move during session.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ll explain the deadlines assuming you are already familiar with the legislative process. If you don’t know the process, you may want to circle back to the PAR website: lrb.hawaii.gov/par and click on the “Learn tab.”  We’ll provide a quick overview in the next slide……



What’s Required for a Bill to Become Law? 

 Passage in each committee it’s referred to in the House and in 
the Senate

 Pass three readings in both the House and Senate 
chambers

 Agreement by the House and Senate on the exact 
wording; and

 Be signed, or allowed to Pass, into law by Governor, 
with the possibility for House and Senate to override 
a veto 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

A bill has many hoops to jump through to become law:

Survive all the committees it’s referred to. It’s during the committee process that the bill is “heard” (that’s why we show the disembodied ear here) – public hearings or decision makings are scheduled so that the public can have their voice heard regarding whether the legislation is a good idea. The number of committees a bill needs to go through in each chamber varies. As we’ll see, it may be amended as it moves along. 

Pass 3 readings (votes) in each chamber by the full House (51 members) and the full Senate (25 members). This is a constitutional requirement for a bill to become law. The readings take place before, during, and after the bill makes it way through the committees.

Both chambers must agree on the exact language of the final version.

Be signed into law by the Governor, or become law without his signature, or if the bill is vetoed, have his veto overridden by 2/3 of the House and 2/3 of the Senate (or amend the bill to meet the governor’s objections). 

It’s a high bar for a bill to become a law!




Also, the bill must get 
through all of this by 
certain dates… 
affectionately known 
as deadlines.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And it must do all that by certain deadlines! Which is why the session calendar is so important. Over 90% of bills die  because they don’t pass one of the deadlines…




The Legislative Calendar

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The ‘Legislative Calendar’ with the specific dates that will rule our lives during session is published prior to the beginning of a session – and usually not much before-hand. 

The calendar is established by the Senate President and the House Speaker, working together. 

You can find calendar on the capitol’s website: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/ just go to the events tab, then select calendar from the drop-down menu.

The Public Access Room takes that calendar and creates an annotated version that’s color coded and has helpful definitions so you can sort out what each of the deadlines mean. You can find the most recent version on PAR’s website (go to the “Current Legislature” page).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can find the legislative Calendar on the Legislature’s website under the “Events” heading.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Or on the Public Access Room’s website, off the “current legislature” page, under calendar and deadlines. 



 The Calendar is used to plan for business that takes 
place during the legislative session

 “Sessions Days” refers to days that the House and 
Senate are conducting business in their respective 
chambers (typically there are 60 days in a session)

 Recess days are marked along with recognized 
holidays

 Lists the deadlines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Legislature uses the calendar to plan their business during a legislative session.
The session days listed on the calendar in the box on the bottom right of each date refer to the days that the House and Senate are having floor sessions. There are usually 60 session days each year.
The Calendar lists all the deadlines.
Recess days are marked along with holidays. Recess days are days where the House and Senate do not have floor sessions.



Opening Day - January 15

 Ceremonial proceedings & festivities
 Opportunity to meet allies, network
 Learn where everybody’s office is

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Opening day is January 15th. It’s the first day of session.
It’s usually festive.
It’s a good day to network and visit with legislators.



 A deadline refers to the last day an action must be 
taken for a bill to move forward in the process

 The Senate President and House Speaker will specify specific 
deadline times:
 “ Deadline to file bills for introduction is 6:00 p.m.”
 “All Committee Reports must be filled with the Chief Clerks’ Office 

by 9:00 p.m.”
  If a bill misses any of these deadlines, it may die 

Deadlines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Whenever we’re speaking about deadlines, we’re talking about the last day an action must happen for a bill to move forward. Bills can and do move prior to deadlines.
A deadline refers to the last day a particular action can take place.
Deadlines, including specific times documents need to be filed during a deadline day, are established by House and Senate Leadership.
If a bill misses a deadline, it will die in committee- the fate of most bills.



 Refers to the deadline for legislative committees to file a bill’s 
committee report and any amended draft with the Chief Clerk’s 
office 

 After the Clerks’ offices receive these documents, they process it 
and prepare the bills for further action by the chamber

Filing Deadlines

 To meet filing deadlines, committees must have a hearing on the 
bill and pass the bill in some form, and file the committee report 
and amended draft of the bill (if amended) with the clerks by the 
deadline set by House and Senate Leadership

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Let’s talk about filing deadlines:

Most deadlines on the calendar are “filing deadlines”. Internal deadlines for committees to submit documents to the Clerks.  Basically, it’s the deadline for bills to get out of committee and into the clerk’s office. 

To meet filing deadlines, committees must pass a bill in some form and file the committee report and amended draft of the bill (if amended) with the clerks by the deadline set by House and Senate Leadership.

The clerks process the documents and prepare the bills for further action, usually by putting them on the Order of the Day (OD).

These deadlines are set by House and Senate Leadership.

The only thing the public must know about filing deadlines is that your bill must get out of a committee by the filing deadline that applies to it. And that will be determined by the referrals it received.



Deadlines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first deadline on the calendar is the bill introduction cutoff. The last day for legislators to introduce bills. The deadline is January 23rd.



Bill Introduction Cutoff 
January 23, 2025

Last day for Legislators to introduce bills
 Only Legislators can introduce bills

 There’s a short window to introduce bills, usually only about a 
week (with prefiling this year, it’s about two weeks.) 

 A bill is introduced when it has been filed with the House or 
Senate Clerk’s office. They give it a number (HB or SB prefix) and 
prepare it for action by the Chamber

 After First Reading, a bill is referred to various committees by the 
chamber’s leadership

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first major deadline listed in the calendar is the bill introduction cutoff- the last day for legislators to introduce bills. In our state, only legislators can introduce bills. 

The bill introduction period is a one- week period where all bills are introduced., beginning on opening day and lasting for about a week. This year leadership in the House and Senate allowed legislators to “prefile” bills, which means they can introduce bills before Session begins. This is something that is usually allowed in the 2nd year of the Biennium

Bills are given a number by the Clerks, who prepare the bill for action by the chamber, usually by putting it on the order of the day, which is the business agenda for floor sessions.

After first reading, bills are referred to committees by leadership in the House and Senate.



Deadlines

Deadline for First Committees

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first filing deadlines are on February 5th for the House and February 6th for the Senate.



First Triple Referral Filing
February 5th (House), February 6th 

(Senate)
All bills referred to three committees must be reported out of the first committee to 

which they are referred on or before this deadline

 Mostly affects bills in the House of Representatives 

 This deadline allows secondary committees enough time to work 
on bills

 Deadline for bills to be reported out of their first committees

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first bill deadline after the bill introduction cutoff is the “Triple Referral Filing Deadline.”
All bills referred to three or more committees must be reported out of the first committee to which they are referred on or before this deadline.

Bills must move (be reported) out of their first committees by this deadline.

This deadline allows secondary committees enough time to work on bills before the lateral deadline that comes a little over a week later.

This deadline is primarily a House deadline. The Senate also has this deadline in their internal calendar, but they rarely refer bills to 3 separate committees. Instead, they refer bills to joint committees, removing an additional referral.



The number of referrals a bill is given triggers 
the deadlines that will apply to it

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The number of referrals a bill gets will trigger the deadlines that apply to it.
Let’s take this example from 2023, HB 193. Here it was referred to EEP, CPC, and FIN.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An easy way to view the referrals is to count the commas separating the committees as the word “then”.
So, the referral here would be EEP, then CPC, then FIN.



Applies to the first of the 3 committee 
referrals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, the “Triple Referral Filing” deadline would apply to the first committee, the committee on Energy and Environmental Protection (EEP). 



Filing Deadlines

 To meet filing deadlines, committees must have a hearing on the 
bill and pass the bill in some form, and file the committee report 
and amended draft of the bill (if amended) with the clerks by the 
deadline set by House and Senate Leadership

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
As a reminder, to meet filing deadlines, committees must pass a bill in some form and file the committee report and amended draft of the bill (if amended) with the clerks by the deadline set by House and Senate Leadership.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here we can see the 1st of the 3 committee referrals  and the deadline that the committee (1st of 3) must meet.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here we can see an example of EEP scheduling the bill for a hearing, passing with amendments, and reporting it out by the deadline.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When committee reports are filed with the clerks, the bill is reported out of that committee, with the recommended action listed (in this example passing 2nd reading in the HD1 form and referred to its next committee (CPC)).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is the amended draft that gets filed with the committee report.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After the committee reports are filed with the clerks, the bill is put on the order of the day for action by the Chamber.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The chamber acts on the recommendation, and the bill passes 2nd reading and referred to its next committee, the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection (CPC) as seen in the status.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now the bill is in its next-to-last committee (CPC).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First lateral Filing is a filing deadline  and the deadline for the next-to-last committee to file the committee clerk and any amended draft with the clerk’s office by the deadline set by the chamber. The next-to-last committee in this example is CPC. Here you can see the deadline and the committee it affects.



The Legislative Calendar

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First lateral filing is the deadline that comes after the Triple Referral Filing deadlines. The deadline this year is February 13th.



First Lateral Filing (Bills)
February 13th

All bills referred to more than one committee must be reported out 
of its next-to-last Committee on or before this deadline so they can 

make the First Lateral Deadline

 Deadline for bills to move out of its next- to- last committee to 
meet the Lateral Deadline

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s a filing deadline so bills must be reported out of it’s next to last committee with the committee report and any amended draft filed with the clerk’s office so it can be put on the order of the day to move to its last committee by the lateral deadline. 



Applies to Next-To-Last referrals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, first lateral filing applies to the next-to-last committees, so 2nd referrals in the House and first referrals in the Senate.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here, you can see the bill was scheduled on time, passed unamended and reported out by the deadline. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is the committee report that was filed with the recommended action ( referred to its last committee).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bills that are filed by the filing deadline get put on the order of the day and move laterally to their last committees by a vote on the floor. The First Lateral deadline this year is February 17.



First Lateral (Bills)
February 14th

All bills referred to more than one committee must move to their 
final committee in the originating chamber by the end of this 

day
 It concerns the bills’ “sideways” movement (like a lateral pass in 

football) from one committee to another within each chamber, 
as opposed to a “forward” movement between chambers.  

 This deadline does not apply to a bill that has only one 
committee referral (a "single referral") because it is already in its 
last committee.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
By the First Lateral Deadline, bills must move to their final committees in their chambers of origin.
It does not affect bills that are already in their chamber of origin.  



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our example bill, HB 193, was reported out of its next-to-last committee by the First Lateral Filing deadline and put on the order of the day to move to its final committee.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And here we can see the action on the bill’s status page, with the Chamber adopting the committee report and referring the bill to its final House committee, the last of 3 committees (FIN). 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next item on the calendar is not a deadline but a recess of floor sessions for 5 business days. The mandatory recess is March 20th through March 26th.



Mandatory 5-Day Recess February 
20th to 26th

The State Constitution mandates a 5-day recess between the 20th 
and 40th days of the regular session

 The House of Representatives and the Senate do not convene floor Sessions

 Legislative hearings do continue during the recesses (the Finance 
and Ways & Means committees typically meet 5-days/week)

 Allows legislators to return to their districts and update their 
constituents about what’s happening at the Legislature

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mandatory 5-day recess is a period where the House and Senate do not convene floor sessions. Mandated by section 10, article 3 of the state constitution. 
Committee hearings continue and outside of not having floor sessions, it’s a regular day at the Capitol. Finance and Ways and Means schedule a lot of their hearings during this time.
This period allows legislators time to return to their communities and update their constituents about what’s happening during session.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FIN and WAM are busy during the five-day recess.



First Decking (Bills)
February 28th

Deadline for bills to emerge from all their committees (with committee reports filed) 
and be submitted to the clerk of the originating chamber. This “decking” ensures a 
mandatory 48-hour opportunity for final review by the chamber’s members before 

they are asked to vote on third reading

 The purpose of the decking deadlines is to give legislators enough time to 
review the bills they are considering for passage on third or final reading

 Constitutional requirement (Article 3, Sec. 15): copies of the bill in the 
form to be passed must be made available to the members of that 
chamber for at least forty-eight hours prior to 3rd Reading 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First Decking is a filing deadline. By this deadline bills must move out of their last committees in the originating chamber. Decking is a constitutional mandated deadline that requires members to have copies of the version of the bill they’ll be voting on for 3rd (or final reading) at least 48 hours prior to the vote.

This deadline allows legislators to become familiar with the bills they are considering for 3rd reading.

It’s called “decking” because when committee reports are submitted to the Clerk’s office, they are time stamped and compiled, or decked, for processing. Each committee report is assigned a number sequentially.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The First Decking deadline this year is February 28th.  



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is the deadline and the committee it affects (FIN).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FIN schedules the bill for a hearing, passes it unamended and reports it out by the decking deadline. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The FIN committee report is filed with the Committee’s recommendation (pass Third reading).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you see it on the Order of the Day for action by the chamber.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And the Chamber- passing it on 3rd reading.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At this point, the bill has moved passed all its committees in the chamber of origin.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After First Decking the next deadline on the calendar is the First Crossover deadline. First Crossover this year is March 6th.



First Crossover (Bills) 
March 6, 2025

Deadline for bills to pass third reading in order to move (or 
“crossover”) to the other chamber. If successful, House bills are sent 

to the Senate and Senate bills are sent to the House for further 
consideration.

 Any bill that fails to “crossover” to the other chamber, dies 

 Crossover is agreed to by both chambers and is a hard deadline

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The last day for bills to move from one chamber to the next.

Agreed upon by both sets of leadership – hard deadline.

Any bill that fails to cross over at this point dies.

4.   The crossover is a critical part of the bicameral legislative process, as it ensures that all members of both chambers have time to consider proposed measures.




First 
Crossover

Bills go to their non-
originating chamber

Senate bills 
to House

House bills 
to Senate

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Okay, HB 193 made it through the originating Chamber, now it goes to the opposite chamber for further consideration.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Second Triple Referral Filing comes quickly after Crossover. The Second Triple Referral filing deadline is March 13th.



Second Triple Referral Filing
March 13th

All bills referred to three or more committees must be 
reported out of the first committee to which they are 

referred on or before this deadline

 Mainly affects Senate Bills referred to House Committees (post-
crossover)

 Small window for the next to last committees to schedule a 
hearing, debate, and pass/move bills forward to meet the 
“Second Lateral” deadlines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the 2nd Triple Referral filing so it’s a deadline for bills in their non-originating chamber.

Mainly affecting Senate bills in the House.

Notice how quickly the Second Lateral deadline comes up, just a week later. So, it’s a small window for second committee to act. Some committees may only have one day to hear a bill.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HB 193 was given a double referral in the Senate, so it bypasses the Second Triple Referral Filing Deadline. The next deadline for HB 193 is the Second Lateral Filing Deadline. And this deadline affects the next-to-last committee in the opposite chamber (in this example EET).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Second Lateral Filing This year is March 20th.



Second Lateral Filing 
(Bills) March 20th 

All bills referred to more than one committee must be 
reported out of its next-to-last Committee on or before this 
deadline so they can make the Second Lateral Deadline

 Like the “First Lateral” deadline but now in a non-
originating chamber.

 The “Second Lateral Filing” deadline refers to the last day a bill 
can be heard and passed in its next- to- last committee in the 
non-originating chamber.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Second Lateral Filing is like First lateral filing except bills are in the non-originating chamber so House bills in the Senate and vice versa.

Last day for next-to-last committees in the non-originating chamber to report a bill out.

To “report” a bill out , the committee must hear the bill, pass it out, and file the committee report and any amended draft with the clerk’s office by the deadline set.

If a bill is not heard in its next to last committee by this date, it is unlikely to survive.












Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is the deadline and the committee that it affects.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
EET schedules the bill, passes it without changes, and reports it out by the Second Latera Filing deadline so it can meet the lateral deadline.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you can see the recommended action by EET (to pass second reading and be referred to its next committee, the last committee in the Senate).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Second Lateral this year is March 21.



Second Lateral (Bills)
March 21, 2025

All bills referred to more than one committee must move to their 
final committee in the non-originating chamber by the end of this 

day

 This action (moving laterally) is a floor action and done when 
the chamber (House or Senate) accepts the committee 
report, passes the bill on second reading, and sends it to its last 
referred committee in the non-originating chamber

 Last day for bills in their non-originating chamber to move to 
their final committee in the non-originating chamber

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last day for bills in their non-originating chamber to move to their final committee in the non-originating chamber.

Lateral movement is done of the floor of the chamber during floor session.







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For our bill example from 2023, HB 193, the Second Lateral Deadline was March 24.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The bill was put on the Order of the Day to pass Second Reading and moved to its final committee in the Senate.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We can see the successful action on the bill’s status page.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now the bill in its final committee. The next deadline is the Second Decking Deadline, and it affects the joint referral committee of CPN/WAM.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Second Decking Deadline this year is April 4th.



Second Decking (Bills)
April 4, 2025

Deadline for bills that have been amended by the non-originating 
chamber to emerge from all their committees. This “decking” 
ensures a mandatory 48-hr opportunity for final review by the 

chamber’s members before they are asked to vote on third reading.

 Constitutional requirement (Article 3, Sec. 15): copies of the bill in the form to be 
passed must be made available to the members of that chamber for at least 
forty-eight hours prior to 3rd (or Final) Reading

 Applies to bills that have been amended in the non-originating 
chamber

 Allows enough time for bill review prior to 3rd (or Final) Reading

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Second decking applies to bills that have been amended in the non-originating chamber.

Constitutional requirement (Article 3, Sec. 15): copies of the bill in the form to be passed must be made available to the members of that chamber for at least forty-eight hours prior to 3rd Reading.

The purpose of the decking deadlines is to give legislators enough time to read and understand bills they are considering for passage on third or final reading.








Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The joint committee on CPN/WAM held a public hearing, passed it with amendments and reported it out by the Second Decking deadline (as shown in the diagram) 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Committee report is filed with the recommended action by the Chamber (pass bill on Third Reading).




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 48-Hour notice is given with the date of the Third Reading Vote (April 11, 2023) in this example.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Senate Chief Clerk puts the bill (with accompanying committee report) on the Order of the Day for action by the Chamber. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Bill passed Third Reading on the floor and crosses back over to its chamber of origin.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
By this point, the bill has passed all its Senate committees. The next deadline that applies is the Second Crossover Deadline.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Second Crossover Deadline this year is April 10th.



Second Crossover & Disagree 
(Bills)

April 10, 2025
Deadline for bills to pass third reading in their non-
originating chamber and to “cross back” to the 

originating chamber

 Last day for the originating chamber to disagree with amendments 
made to bills by the other chamber

 Any amended bill that fails to cross back over, dies

 Last day for amended bills to cross back over to the originating chamber

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the last day for amended bills to cross back over to the originating chamber

Also, the last day for the originating chamber to disagree with amendments made by the non-originating chamber.

Any amended bill that fails to cross-back to its originating chamber, will die. 

Almost all bills will be changed in the non-originating chamber and disagreed upon. They’ll work out the differences between the House and Senate drafts in conference and try to support a version they both can support.











Second 
Crossover

Bills go back to their 
originating chamber

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Okay, made it through both the House and the Senate. Now the bill returns to its originating chamber after Second Crossover. If the bill was changed while it was away, while the originating chamber could agree to the changes, the default position is that the chamber disagrees with the changes made, and the bill moves to conference.







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you can see our bill returning from the Senate and the House disagreeing with  the version of the bill that the Center (SD 1) returned.



Conference

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the portion of the calendar where conference committees are doing their work.



Final Decking for Non-Fiscal Bills 
April 24, 2025

Deadline for submitting non-fiscal bills for final reading by both chambers 
 Applies to “non-fiscal bills” or those bills without a Finance or Ways & Means 

committee referral
 Last day for Conference Committees working on these bills to wrap-up 

discussions, pass conference drafts, and file the conference committee 
reports (with the amended drafts) 

 This “Final Decking” deadline ensures a mandatory 48-hour 
opportunity for final review by the chamber’s members before they 
are asked to vote on Final Reading.  (Required by Article 3, Section 15 
of the State Constitution)

 Bills still stuck “in conference” after this deadline die

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a filing deadline for the conference committees (House and Senate) to come to an agreement.

Applies to all conference bills without a FIN or WAM referral.

Last day for conference committees to wrap up discussions and pass a conference draft out.

This decking is mandated by the constitution.

Bills still in conference after this deadline die.






Conference

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Final Decking Deadline for all bills that do not have a FIN or WAM referral is April 24th.



Final Decking for Fiscal Bills
April 25, 2025

Deadline for submitting non-fiscal bills for final reading 
by both chambers 

 Applies to Fiscal bills with a Finance or Ways & Means referral

 Where the money is sorted out

 This “Final Decking” ensures a mandatory 48-hour opportunity for final review 
by the chamber’s members before they are asked to vote on Final Reading 
(required by Article 3, Section 15 of the State Constitution)

 Bills still stuck “in conference” after this deadline die

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Like the Final Decking except for bills that have a FIN or WAM referral.

Reality: this is where the $$ is divided

This decking is mandated by the constitution.

Bills stuck in conference die.

5.   You may be surprised by some bills that are non-fiscal, still have referrals to FIN or WAM





Conference

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Final Decking Deadline for all bills that have a FIN or WAM referral is April 25h.




Adjournment/Sine Die
May 2, 2025

Last day of the 2025 regular session

 Final Reading of bills and the adoption of resolutions

 Sine Die is Latin for “without a day” and indicates a suspension of 
the business of the legislature 

 After session ends, the Legislature certifies the agreed upon bills 
and “transmits” or “enrolls” them to the Governor

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last day of Session.

Last day for final reading of bills and adoption of resolutions.

Sine Die is a Latin word for “without a day” and indicates a suspension of the legislature’s business.

After session ends, the Legislature certifies the agreed upon bills and transmits or enrolls them to the Governor.



Some More Deadlines…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s talk about other deadlines.



Budget Decking
March 10th

Deadline for submitting the Budget Bill for Third 
Reading

 The House usually works on the Budget first, then sends it over to 
the Senate for additional amendments

 You can view the budget worksheets on the Legislature’s website, 
which provide detailed information on budgetary items

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Because we’re talking about bills, I wanted to add a note about the Budget Bill. The Budget Decking is the deadline for the Finance Committee to submit their draft of the Budget bill to the clerk’s office for third reading.

The Budget bill starts in the House and is sent to the Senate.

You can view details about what’s in the Budget by looking at the Budget worksheets, which are available on the Legislature’s homepage off the “Legislative Information” tab.



Budget Crossover
March 12th

Last Day for 3rd Reading of the Budget Bill so it 
can move to the other chamber

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last day for the House to hold 3rd reading on the Budget Bill so it can crossover to the Senate.






Bills Proposing Constitutional 
Amendments

April 17th
A proposed amendment’s final form by must 
provided by written notice to the Governor 
prior to passing final reading by 2/3 vote in 

each chamber

 Once adopted by the Legislature, the proposed amendment is 
submitted to the voters, in the form of a yes or no question on the ballot, 
for ultimate decision

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Deadline for providing written notice on a proposed constitutional amendment to the Governor. Bills must be in their final form.

Once adopted, the proposed amendment is submitted to the voters in the form of a yes or no question on the ballot.



Resolution Deadlines
 Last day to introduce substantive resolutions – March 7

 First Lateral (Concurrent Resolutions) – March 24 (Senate) March 28 (House)

 First Crossover (Concurrent Resolutions) – April 3

 Second Crossover (Concurrent Resolutions) – April 21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now’s the time to put on our blue hats to quickly go over resolutions and their deadlines. Deadlines for resolutions are listed in blue on the calendar. 

Resolutions are used to state the official position of the Legislature on an issue, or to formally request an action. Deadlines come up later in Session.

Concurrent Resolutions (HCR, SCR) require only one vote in each chamber for adoption and do not enroll to the Governor.

Last day to introduce Substantive resolutions is March7. Most resolutions are substantive.

First Lateral for Concurrent Resolutions is March 24 for SCR’s and March 28 for HCR’s. Remember that the filing deadlines will come a day earlier.

First Crossover for Concurrent Resolutions is April 3-Last day for concurrent resolutions to cross over.

Second Crossover for Concurrent Resolutions is April 21. This is the deadline for amended concurrent resolutions to cross back over to their originating chamber.

Amended concurrent resolutions are usually agreed to by the originating chamber.



1) If the Governor signs the bill within 10 days, the bill becomes law and is given an 
act number.

2) If the Governor neither signs nor vetoes the bill within 10 days, the bill becomes law 
without the Governor's signature and is given an act number.

3) If the Governor vetoes the bill within 10 days, the bill does not become law unless 
the Legislature reconsiders the bill before adjournment sine die and overrides the 
veto by a 2/3 vote in each chamber.

Bills sent to the governor on or before April 
14th (10 or more days before adjournment of 

the Legislature sine die)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are the Governor’s deadlines this year for bills sent to him on or before April 14 (10 or more days before the end of session).



Bills sent to the Governor after April 14th (less than 
10 days prior to adjournment sine die) 

1) If the Governor signs the bill by July 9th (the 45th day after adjournment 
sine die), the bill becomes law and is given an act number.

2) If the Governor neither signs nor vetoes the bill by July 9th (the 45th day 
after adjournment sine die), the bill becomes law without the Governor's 
signature and is given an act number.

3) If the Governor intends to veto the bill, the Governor must inform the 
Legislature by June 24th(the 35th day after adjournment sine die) and 
deliver the veto by July 9th (the 45th day after adjournment sine die). If the 
bill is vetoed, it will not become law unless the Legislature successfully 
overrides the veto in special session by a 2/3 vote in each chamber.** The 
Legislature must convene in special session at or before noon on July 9th, 
to override the Governor's veto.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are the Governor’s deadlines this year for bills sent to him on or before April 14 (less than10 days before the end of session).




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can use the Calendar and the committees schedule to figure out how many days a committee must schedule your bill, the last day to hear, and the last day for the hearing notice to be issued. This can help you focus your advocacy efforts.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, you would identify the deadline on the calendar,



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Find out when the committee meets….



Last Day to 
hear

Last Day for 
hearing notice

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And identify the day for the committee to hear the bill, and last day for the hearing notice to be issued.



For helpful handouts,
and to learn more, head to the Public Access 

Room’s website

LRB.hawaii.gov/PAR/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please remember that there are many helpful handouts on the PAR website, https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/ 

Go to the “Learn” tab to learn more about what we’ve been talking about today.

Go to the “Current Legislature” tab for lists of deadlines, committees, and legislators, and calendar 


https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/


Current Legislature

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And you’ll be able to find the calendar on the left side.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have helpful handouts like “Which Deadlines Apply to My Bill?”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also have information on the deadlines.



Public Access Room (PAR)
 (808) 587-0478

        room 401
par@capitol.hawaii.gov

     

@PublicAccessRoom

https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par

Hawaii Public Access 
Room

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Contact us with any questions, or if you’d like more information.
Public Access Room (PAR)
(808) 587-0478
room 401
par@capitol.hawaii.gov
Facebook @PublicAccessRoom
Twitter @ Hawaii_PAR
Website https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par

		

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://www.facebook.com/PublicAccessRoom/?ref=br_rs
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par
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